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The viewpoints in this newsletter are solely those of the individual authors.

They may not necessarily represent those of the Editor, Officers, Board or

Membership of the Fox Valley Aero Club.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Alvin Cole
president@foxvalleyaero.com

TREASURER’S REPORT

Paul Jacobs
treasurer@foxvalleyaero.com

The field is in great shape and the
weather has been cooperating so I
hope you can all come out and fly this
autumn. Did you know we are at 196
members with 18 new full members
and 8 junior members having been
added in 2016. This has obviously
helps keep our treasury in great shape
and we will continue to be able to fund
our great events like the Turkey Fly
coming up and the Christmas parties
to finish out our year.

I have been able to get every finished airplane in my fleet (15) in the air

this year and I want to thank Armin Weber for his patience and

assistance in flying the DC-3. Both of us were finally able to get in some

flights on this bird and it is impressive in the air. I already have three

ARF’s and one kit build to get ready for Spring 2017. Retirement does

have its’ advantages.

Our nostalgia pictures this month are from the work day in April

2006…enjoy the field but remember we had to build it before you could

come.

Until next month,

Paul

Be Safe.

Have Fun.

Help others when you can.

Hope to see you at the field soon!

-Alvin
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Meet the New Members
By Tony Bahowick

Please extend a warm

welcome to

our new members!

Jim Thompson

Originally from St Charles, Jim has been
Active in RC for years. He’s currently a

Member of CRCM (Chicago Radio Control
Modelers) and acts as the safety chairman

As his ducted fan jets got larger Jim needed
a better runway and decided to join our
club. He’s been coming to our events for

years.

Jim

Maurice Misner

Active in U-control as a youth, Maurie’s
wife gave him a RC drone for Christmas.

The present sparked him to get back into
Model Aviation. Maurie is recovering from
back surgery and is flying a high wing and a
low wing Sonic trainer under the auspices

of Dan Compton.

Maurice
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Imran joined in late August along with his

11 year old son Umer. Imran has been

interested in aviation for as long as

he can remember. Growing up in Chicago,

Imran moved with his wife and 4

kids to St Charles 15 years ago. He recently

bought a ducted fan jet and taught

himself to fly at a local park. He’s currently

building a ducted fan F16 and a

swing wing F14.

Imran

While Imran knew about FVAC and has

attended our events, it wasn’t until he was

politely invited by a park district employee

not to fly in the public parks that he made the

decision to invest in membership.

Please extend Imran and Umer a warm

welcome.

Not pictured but much appreciated:

Sammy Werderich joined the club in July. He

trained with Dan Compton and soloed on

7/28/16. Sammy’s father Bob is a flight

instructor at DuPage.

Rick Kehm joined the club and was at the

8/11 meeting but had to leave early. Rick is

also leaning on Dan for flight instruction
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SECRETARY’S REPORT
Dale Gathman
secretary@foxvalleyaero.com

Fox Valley Aero Club
Member Meeting Minutes

August 11, 2016 @ FVAC Field
Photos by Jason Boettcher

President Alvin Cole was absent. Secretary Dale Gathman called
the meeting to order at 7:40 pm and welcomed everyone.

Secretary Dale Gathman asked for any additions or corrections to the
July 14, 2016 Member Meeting Minutes. None were
voiced so the minutes were accepted as presented.

Treasurer Paul Jacobs was absent. Secretary Dale
Gathman reported that the checkbook balance is in
great shape. The balance includes $1500.00 which was
made from the Festival of Flight 2016 event. John
Fischer moved to accept the treasurer’s report as
presented. Sal Perno seconded. Motion passed
unanimously.

Safety Chairman Jeff Peca asked if anyone had read
his article in the Flypaper this month. Jeff explained that
he brought out his ‘flying Porsche’ to the field to test fly it
before the Festival of Flight. He explained that the
‘Porsche’ is not on 2.4 GHz, so its receiver has a regular
wire antenna and his transmitter has the old style
telescoping antenna. Jeff reminded everyone that if we
fly either 2.4 GHz and 72 MHz or another older band, we
make sure to pull the transmitter antenna out before
taking off. Jeff admitted that last week he forgot to pull
the antenna out not once, but twice. Fortunately, the

plane did not get damaged. Jeff asked that we all keep an eye out for
fellow pilots who have a ‘shiny antenna’, and that we help each other
remember to extend our antennas before flying.

Fun Fly Jeff Peca announced that our first, maybe annual, AMA
sanctioned Night Fly is coming up this Saturday, August 13. Jeff
mentioned that we had a night fly following the Festival of Flight, and
we had a lot of spectators pulling in just to see what was going on.
Jeff said he has been inviting pilots to come out early to get used to
the field before dark. We will be having a twilight barbecue before the
night flying starts. The pilot registration fee is $5.00 per pilot. Jeff
said that we now have some rope lights that he plans to place along
the fence lines to make it safer for people to walk once it is dark. Dale
Gathman reminded everyone that we are going to be lighting the
runway with glow sticks again, and encouraged anyone who hasn’t
seen the runway lit up to come out and experience it. Doug
Swanson then showed his new night flyer as a tie in to this upcoming
event (see Show and Tell section). Jeff mentioned that there are
some advantages to night flying, like no wind and no sun in your eyes.
Dale Gathman mentioned that he went to visit Jason Boettcher the
other night. He had never been to Jason’s before, so Jason said that
he would turn a light on. When Dale was driving down Jason’s street,
he noticed a fully lit night fly plane in the front yard, and instantly knew
that he had found the house. Jeff said that he invited Jeremy to
attend the Night Fly, and told him that he would be welcome to set up
a sales table if he so desired.

Field Chairman Mark Knoppkie reported that the field is looking
good, except that someone ran over the PVC pipe in
the field behind the pavilion. The pipe is used to run
power to the storage tent during our big events. The
pipe is four feet deep, so Mark said we may have to
rent the little back hoe to repair it. Sal Perno
recommended that we make the replacement pipe
cemented in at ground level, so that it wouldn’t be
able to be hit by a car. Greg Bohler said that we
would still need to have a cap on it. Mark said he
thought it would be okay to repair it back to the way
it was, but then we should put something next to it

that would be more visible to prevent it from getting hit again (he
suggested a four ton boulder). Greg Bohler mentioned that no matter
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how well we seal the pipe, it will still get water in it over time. Mark
Knoppkie next showed the group one of the new telescoping flag
poles he made for pilots to use when they lose a plane in the corn.
Mark made them out of painting poles, and attached a banner flag on
one end. They are lightweight, and easy to carry into the corn. The
pilot who lost the plane can extend the flag pole once they get into the
corn, and this will allow fellow members who may have seen the plane
go in to guide them to their plane via phone from the pavilion or flight
station area. Mark again thanked everyone for helping make the field
look so good. Mark announced that he and Tom Bean are looking at
getting a couple of ceiling fans for the pavilion. The fans will have
metal blades, and will be mounted very close to the ceiling.

Membership Chairman Tony Bahowick asked who did that nice
Candy Drop at the Festival of Flight. The group
mentioned that John, Debbie and Katie Howe did
the drop. Tony said that he wanted to give them
accolades for a great job (unfortunately they were not
in attendance). Thanks Howe family. Tony next
announced that we now have 185 members. One
new member, Rick Kehm, just left as he had a
previous commitment. Another new member,
Maurice Misner, introduced himself. Maurice said he
is from Montgomery, and Tom Flint is teaching him.
Next, new member Jim Thompson introduced

himself. He said an easy way to remember his name is that it was the
only Governor who didn’t go to prison. Jim said that he has been
coming out to our club for many years to attend our events. He
graduated from St. Charles in 1979. Jim does a lot of EDF (Electric
Ducted Fan) jet flying. His planes seem to be getting bigger and
bigger, so he now needs a bigger runway. He said the people that he
does know from our club are great people. Jim is presently the safety
officer at CRCM. Jim started flying a J3 Cub when he was 9 years
old. He decided he wanted to join our club and is glad to be able to
come out and fly his jets when he wants to. He also said he likes the
way the field is maintained. The group welcomed the new members
with a round of applause. Welcome Rick, Maurice, and Jim.

Flypaper Editor Jason Boettcher said that we’re ‘doing good’. Dale
replied that Jason is ‘doing good’ and the group agreed through
applause.

Government Relations Chairman Todd Culbertson (Rocket Man)
clarified that according to current FAA and AMA
rules, we are a community based organization, and
as long as we are abiding by the organization’s
(AMA) rules, we are exempt from the rule requiring a
400 foot flight altitude maximum. Todd said that the
AMA and its chartered clubs are recognized by the
government as a good voice of the hobby. This is
good news. Todd next announced that at the corner
of Karl Madsen where it turns west, there is now a
sign that says ‘Fox Valley Aero Club’ and it has an
arrow pointing to our field. Todd talked to a guy from
the city and they put the sign up for free. Todd still

plans to talk to the city about getting us an actual address sign. Todd
next announced that he has recently designed and installed new 4x4
signs which are posted at the field entrance (near the monument).
These signs explain everything someone needs to know about the
club. It includes a little club history, lists some of our events, has our
club calendar and field rules, and has directions to the hospital in case
of an emergency. Each of the signs took one hour to print. They are
printed with latex on vinyl, so should last a while. Todd asked that we
check it out when we get a chance. Todd’s next idea is to talk to the
city and see if we would be allowed to have a few FVAC banners
printed and posted on the light poles in the downtown St. Charles
area. Todd then said that everyone had a great time at the Festival of
Flight. He said all of us did a great job. Todd again manned his Kid’s
Hangar and had many visitors stop by. Todd said it was a Great
Event, Great Pilots, and Great Volunteers. The crowd affirmed and
showed appreciation for Todd’s efforts with applause. Mark
Knoppkie asked for clarification on whether AMA members still have
to register with the FAA, and the answer is YES. The FAA still
requires every pilot flying unmanned aircraft between 0.55 lbs and 55
lbs. to be registered, and to have their registration number on their
aircraft. Paul Jacobs maintains our member spreadsheet, which
includes the member’s FAA numbers, just to show that our club takes
our regulations seriously. Any member who has not submitted their
FAA number to Paul yet is asked to please do so as soon as possible.
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Fun Fly – Dale Gathman announced that the ‘Bomb Drop’ fun fly was
held on July 16. Gary Koester came in first place, Alan Galle
second, Rob Sampson third, and a tie between Dan Compton and
Jeff Peca for fourth. Dale mentioned that Jeff lost his plane during
the third round and didn’t get to fly in the fourth round and he still beat
Dale. The next fun fly will be the Limbo, held on October 16 during
the Turkey Fry.

Cub Fly – Tom Flint reported that the Cub Fly was
today. He said that they started out with two Cubs and
made it all the way up to eight Cubs, and then at the
official start time, everybody left. The reason for the
pilots leaving was that it got really hot and really
windy. Tom said that tonight we have three Cubs here
at the field.

Festival of Flight – John Fischer asked if everybody
had a good time at the Festival, and the group showed
their affirmation with applause. John said that the
Festival is a lot easier to put together than the WCWC
event, and it almost runs itself. However, the reason it
runs at all is because of the substantial number of
volunteers that helped out. The following people
volunteered their time for the Festival:

Alvin Cole, Bill Brown, Bill Scherer, Bill Suhr, Chuck Noyes, Dale
Gathman, Dave Cotton, Dave Farquhar, Dave Murray, Debbie
Howe, Don Froula, Dorie Jacobs, Doug Swanson, Fred Nilles,
Hillary Bean, Howard Bifeld, Jeff Peca, Jerry Ann, Jim Clousing,
Joe Pedone, John Fischer, John Turner, Karl Griesbaum, John
Howe, Katie Howe, Lou Bindi, Mark Knoppkie, Mark Rafferty,
Mike Cannata, Orvil Fluharty, Patrick Lavigne, Paul Jacobs, Paula
Fischer, Pete Brown, Pete Regnier, Rick Kehm, Rob Sampson,
Sal Perno, Scott Stampfli, Todd Culbertson, Tom Bean, Tom
Flint, Tony Bahowick, Tony Sokol.

John made special thanks to Joe Pedone for handling the pilot
registration, and also asked the crowd to show their appreciation to
Mark Knoppkie for all of the work he did getting the field ready and
keeping it looking good during the event. The crowd showed their
appreciation with applause. John said that we had 56 registered
pilots in all. We made approximately $1500.00, and had basically no
expenses. Most importantly, we had a great time. The crowd showed
their appreciation of John Fischer’s efforts with a rousing round of
applause. John said that we may move the event later in the year
next year, possibly to have it on the same day as Model Aviation day.

Dale Gathman asked that the members consider if one of them would
be willing to take over the coordination of the Festival of Flight. It was
very hard to get everything done in time this year, being that it was so
close after the WCWC event. If we had a separate coordinator for the
Festival, they could be working on that event all year, as John
Fischer works on the Windy City Warbirds & Classics event. Anyone
interested in coordinating the Festival of Flight for 2017 should contact
John Fischer and let him know. John would of course train the new
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coordinator, and help out as much as needed until they become
comfortable with the new responsibility.

Dan Compton announced that he has two Solo
Certificates for new pilots that he has been training.
One is for new member Sammy Werderich and the
other is for new member Rick Kehm. Rick soloed
yesterday, and Sammy soloed on July 28.
Congratulation guys on your great accomplishment.
Dale then thanked Don Compton for all he does in
working with many new trainees, and the group
showed their appreciation with applause.

Joe Pedone made special thanks to Tom Flint for placing our 2016
swap meet ad in Model Aviation and also creating some graphics for
the swap flyers last year. Joe mentioned that it is time to do the same
for our 2017 Swap Meet coming up February 18.

Show and Tell – Doug Swanson showed his new E-Flite Piper ‘Brave
Night Flyer’, a foam version of the Piper Pawnee, which includes full

internal L.E.D. lighting. Doug just picked this up a week or two ago
from Hobbytown. Doug said it is pretty cool. The plane has AS3X
stabilization built into the receiver. The wingspan is 42” and it uses a
3S 2200 LiPo battery which powers a 480 size motor. It has two
lighting modes. The first just lights the landing lights and wingtip
lights. For later in the evening, a button press fully lights the entire
plane from the inside. The Brave is a Bind & Fly Basic plane. Doug
said it only took a couple of hours to get completely set up. Doug said
he came out Monday and got five flights on it. The first two were in
the daylight so that he could get used to the flying characteristics.
Then he flew one at twilight, and two more when it was totally dark.
Doug explained that he saw a lot of the night flyers that our pilots use
and most have red and green lights on the port and starboard sides of
their planes. Doug was concerned that the Brave lighting is
completely white (except the wingtip lights) and he thought he may
not be able to perceive orientation while flying it. His concerns were
put to rest after his first night flight, and he said that ‘it’s cool’. Doug
had no trouble with orientation at all. Doug said that he likes to fly
very slowly with one notch of flaps, which is about half flap setting.
The plane comes with flaps but the owner has to buy the flap servos
and install them. Doug and Jeff Peca said that there are a lot more
night flyers available now than there used to be. E-Flite offers a
couple, and Hobby King has at least two models. One, the Walrus, is
more like a powered glider.

Hearing no further business, Secretary Dale Gathman asked for a
motion to adjourn. John Fischer moved to adjourn. Tom Flint
seconded. Motion passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned
at 8:24 pm.

Respectfully Submitted
Dale Gathman – Secretary FVAC
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FROM THE EDITOR

Jason Boettcher
newsletter@foxvalleyaero.com

This month's issue is not as packed as usual, your Editor had a busy
month. We will have more coverage of the Festival of Flight and Night
Fly in the next issue.

You may have noticed the tent on this page, for the first time in many
years I set up camp with a simple tent to stay overnight for the Night Fly
fun-fly. That was a great experience and lots of fun, if you have been
thinking about giving it a try do it!

-JB

SAFETY CHAIRMAN’S MONTHLY TOPIC

Jeff Peca
safety@foxvalleyaero.com

Our first ever AMA Sanctioned Night Fly is
in the books. It was an almost perfect
evening filled with good weather, better
flying and even better company.
Everybody had their fill of hot dogs, corn,
salads, beans and chips. If you went to
sleep hungry that night it was your own
fault. We had 17 pilots registered which
kept the skies lit most of the evening. At
one time I think we had seven planes in the
air. The airplanes in the air along with the

runway and taxi ways lit with glow sticks were a pretty cool sight. The
night flying fad seems to be catching on with several manufacturers
introducing receiver ready and bind and fly night flying models. We had
several models of each along with some home lit models. We are hoping
to have another sanctioned night fly next year. Earlier advertising and
promotion should bring more outside participation. There is a long list
of people that helped throughout the night. Too many to mention. A
special thanks to the folks that donated almost all of the food for the
event. Their generosity not only made this event successful but made it
profitable. Thanks again. Don’t forget that we have another club night
fly on September 17.
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Please Support your Local Hobby Shop!
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Editor Photo

Editor Photo

Editor Photo

Editor Photo

More
Coverage

Next Month
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ShoT OF THE MONTH

Dale Gathman photo

FonDuLac Warbirds & Classics over the Midwest

Front Row – Katie Howe, Tom Flint, Dale Gathman
Back Row – Debbie Howe, John Howe, Alan Galle, Sal Perno, Armin Weber, John Fischer

Not shown (because they were flying) – Orvil Fluharty, Bob Boen, Scott Stampfli



2016 Fox Valley Aero Club 
Calendar of Events 

January 1  Fun-Fly — Frozen Fingers   10:00 am FVAC Field 
January 14  FVAC Member Meeting     7:30 Regular at Township Hall 
 
February 11 FVAC Member Meeting     6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at Township Hall 
February 20 FVAC Annual Swap Meet    9:00-2:00 Kane County Fair Grounds 
 
March 10  FVAC Member Meeting     6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at Township Hall 
 
April 14 FVAC Member Meeting     6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at Township Hall 
April 16 Field Work Day      9:00 am FVAC Field 
April 23 Tree Line/Berm Orientation Day  9:00 am – 5:00 pm - FVAC Field 
 
May 1   Batavia Loyalty Day Parade   Time TBD, Parade Begins at 1:30 
May 12 FVAC Member Meeting     6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at Township Hall 
May 21  Fun-Fly – 30 Second Climb/Target Land 1:00-3:00 FVAC Field 
May 30 St. Charles Memorial Day Parade   Time TBD 
 
June 4   Rocket Fest & Kids Fly    FVAC Field 
June 5   Pig Roast & Fun-Fly     FVAC Field 
June 9   FVAC Member Meeting     6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at FVAC Field 
June 23-25  2016 Windy City Warbirds & Classics   FVAC Field 
June 26  Open Fly – Small Scale    FVAC Field 
 
July 14   Retro Fly and FVAC Member Meeting   Retro Fly 2:00; Meetings- 6:30 Board, 

7:30 Regular at FVAC Field 
July 16   Fun-Fly – Bomb Drop    1:00-3:00 FVAC Field 
 
August 6  Festival of Flight      FVAC Field 
August 11  Cub Fly and FVAC Member Meeting   Cub Fly 2:00; Meetings- 6:30 Board, 

7:30 Regular at FVAC Field 
August 13  Night Fly – AMA Sanctioned - Open  8:00 pm FVAC Field 
 
September 8  FVAC Member Meeting     6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at Township Hall 
September 17  Night Fly      9:00 pm FVAC Field 
 
October 13 FVAC Member Meeting     6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at Township Hall 
October 16  Turkey Fry & Fun-Fly - Limbo      FVAC Field 
 
November 10  FVAC Member Meeting     6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at Township Hall 
 
December 2  Annual Christmas Party     6:00 Hilton Garden Inn-St. Charles 
December 8  Rookies Christmas Party    Rookies Sports Bar & Grill-St. Charles 



Home: 

 FVAC New Membership  Form 

Dues for Senior Members (18 years and over)  ...... $125.00 per Member 
Dues for Junior Members (17 years and under)  ...... $  25.00 per Member 
Family Membership      ...... $125.00 per Member 
($25 for each additional family member with an AMA card, either a spouse or a child under 18 years old.) 

$ 
Total Payment Enclosed: 

Make checks payable to: 
“Fox Valley Aero Club” 

Complete and mail this form to: 
FOX VALLEY AERO CLUB 

P.O. BOX 837 
ST. CHARLES, IL 60174-0837 

New Member Assessment Fee:  $300.00 

Signature Date 

(For new memberships only.) 

Your Full Name: AMA Number: Age: (Junior Members only) Dues Amount: 

$ 

Your Complete Mailing Address: 

PLEASE PRINT 

Your Phone Number/s: 

Please list the R/C channel(s) you use: 

What is Your Occupation? (Please provide details) 

$ 
$ 

Your E-mail Address: 

Yes  Include me in the member only phone book No Do not publish my information 

Work: 

Cell: 

Your Work Mailing Address: 

pjacobs
Typewritten Text

pjacobs
Typewritten Text

pjacobs
Typewritten Text
Does not include dues.
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