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Past President, Tom Spriet, sent this photo with the message above.
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President’s Message
the farmer was going to harvest during the next week. Following
Dale Gathman
president@foxvalleyaero.com
Tailgate Swap – We had a good turnout for
our FVAC-only tailgate swap on Saturday
morning, September 19. We had around
twelve member vendors come with items
to sell, and we had a great time. We also
got to fly our planes. Unfortunately, we
restricted this event to club-only this year
due to Covid-19, but plan to make this
event a full-blown chartered event next
year.
The Cornfield – Great News –
The farmer has harvested the
corn and the field is once
again clear. This leads me into
the next subject.

the corn-walk, one of the guys said, “that was fun”. As one who has
helped install and remove the flags every year since we started
doing that, I have walked through a lot of corn. I thought to myself
“okay, but seems more like work than fun”. On further
contemplation, I did have a great time spending the morning with
my friends from the club sharing a task that benefitted the club. I
thought about the many workdays we have had, and all of them
have been really enjoyable because of all of you who band together
to get the work done while enjoying each other’s company and
camaraderie. What a fantastic group of members I am blessed to
be a part of.

FVAC Board Election 2021 – Serving on the Board of Directors is a
great way to help your club out and to get to know
the inner workings of the club. We have one vacant
Don Froula photo
At-Large Director position open at this time, and we
always welcome anyone who would like to run for AtLarge Director or for any of the Officer positions. Just
have someone nominate you. Our election process
starts with open nominations at our October Member
Meeting, and then again at our November Member
Meeting. Give some thought to the possibility of
joining the board for 2021. Please contact me if you
have any questions about board duties.

Plane-Search Corn-Walk – My
sincere thanks go to the
members who came out to
help search for lost planes in
the cornfield on Sunday
morning, September 20. We started at 9:00am and covered both
the east and west sides of the cornfield. We had a fairly methodical
method of covering the areas to make sure we did not miss anything,
and we ended up finding three planes total. We even found one that
we did not know we were looking for (one of Jim Hari’s Three Stooges
planes). We were, however, not able to find Rich
Rigoni’s plane. It must have gone out farther than he thought or
maybe it ended up in the trees. During the plane search, we were
able to collect our flags and poles in preparation of the farmer
harvesting the corn. It ended up being great timing, as Tom Spriet

Upcoming Member meeting – I hope to see you at
our Zoom October Member Meeting on October 8 at 7:30 pm. If you
have not joined one of our Zoom meetings, please give it a try. If
you have questions about how it works, please contact me. A link
to the meeting will be emailed on Tuesday.
I hope you still have some time to get some flying in before the
weather turns bad for the winter. I look forward to seeing you at the
field. Remember to welcome our new members when you see them.
Dale
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I’m settling back into the Editor position, and this is my second offering—I hope you
enjoy ‘thumbing’ through the pages.
Thanks to the contributors so far. Kevin Kessler and Don Froula have again shared
some great photos. Tom Spriet has also shared images, as well as a short safety tip.
Thanks to John Fischer for allowing me to crawl all over his ‘Zero’ fighter in order to
bring to you an ‘Aircraft Spotlight’ this month. Greg Yedwab contributed with a
cartoon he found, and wanted to share. Again, thanks to all.
I still have plans to bring back the ‘Meet the Members’ section in some of the upcoming
issues—be on the lookout. Speaking of looking out—Waldo is hiding in these pages...
I made mention of the ghost background image in the blue areas of this newsletter at the last
member meeting. Below, you can see this image without obstruction. I had fun making this
fictitious airport diagram for our flying field. I actually brought a Google Earth image into AutoCAD
and traced the runway, ramp, and taxiways. I also measured the angle of the runway relative to
‘North’ in Google Maps to come up with the runway designations.
Until next time,
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and
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Yes,
it
tore
the
net,
but it
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Debbie Howe

stopped the plane from hitting the pilot or his spotter. So remember
to stay behind the fence.

secretary@foxvalleyaero.com

Fox Valley Aero Club
Member Meeting Minutes
September 10, 2020 @ Online Zoom Meeting
President, Dale Gathman started the meeting by
thanking everyone for coming and reminded everyone
to say their name before they speak so that Debbie can do the
minutes off the recording easier.
Secretary, Debbie Howe asked for a motion to approve the Member
Meeting Minutes from August, A motion was made by Bill Suhr, and
seconded by Dave Cotton, All approved.
Treasurer, Joe Pedone said that due to the cancelation of the
Christmas party, the checking account is in good shape. A motion
to approve the Treasurers report was made by Steve Haas and
seconded by Jeff Peca.
President, Dale Gathman let the membership know that the Board
has made a motion to change the constitution: The new law would
be that, dues are due on January 1st, and you have ‘till January 31st
to pay them on time. After that, there will be a penalty of $25, so
February 1st or after, the dues would go up to $150 for members.
New members as of October will pay the full price of dues, but that
will cover the rest of the calendar year and the next whole year. We
will be voting on this during the next member meeting on October
8th.
Safety Chairman, Jeff Peca reminded everyone to “Stay behind the
fence while you are flying”. There was an incident at the field where
a 42% Ultimate hit the netting on the fence this past week. The

Membership Chairman, Dave Cotton said we have a new member,
Bill Dew. Bill lives in Streamwood, and has flown with different
clubs. Dave will meet with him to go over our welcome information
and field rules. Welcome, Bill!! Dave will also be posting the new
member forms at the field and will let everyone know where they
are at once he decides. Jeff Peca also said that he has new member
applications in his vehicle with him if needed.
Field Chairman, Mark Knoppkie said that he has contacted the
porta-potty company, and they will be swapping out our current
porta-potty and putting in a regular one without the hand wash for
the winter months. Mark also thanked everyone for helping by
emptying the garbage cans into the dumpsters, but did remind
everyone if you crash; please make sure you pick up all of the pieces.
Members were out walking the perimeter of our field and came back
with two large pieces of two different planes that were left after a
crash. We need to keep our field clean and clear of debris. Mark also
is going to be looking into the prices of getting dirt delivered, or
delivered and spread, in order to help level out some of the larger
ruts in the grass runway.
Jim Hari asked about filling in the cracks on the runway, and due
to social distancing, it has to be put off ‘till spring. It takes too many
people, in too close of contact, to get the old stuff ripped out and
put down new, but it is on our list to do for early spring.
FlyPaper Editor, Doug Swanson said he did a lot of work to set the
layout for the Flypaper and he is happy to have it back and it was
fun to do. Doug said that he will be doing a Meet the Member
section that will highlight members and their background, and
where they are at in the hobby and how they got there. Doug also
told everyone if you have hints and tips, or anything they want to
show and tell to the club, feel free to write something up and he will

include it. GREAT JOB DOUG!!!!
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Public Relations Chairman, Tom Flint said that on the same day as we would
have had our Festival of Flight, since the event was cancelled, Tom had the
Festival of Hats. Everyone could come out and pick up their hats that were
ordered and a few people put on some flights even though the weather was not
perfect for flying, but a lot of fun was still had. A big thank you to Joe Pedone
for doing all the payments and orders and also to Tom Flint for designing the
hats and making it happen, Thank you for both of your hard work!!!!!
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We will be doing a corn walk on the last Saturday in September, the 26th, at
9am. We will need 10-12 people to walk the rows of corn to find any downed
planes before the farmer hits them with the combine. The field will be closed
during the corn walk so no one gets hurt. The more people we have the better.
Due to planes going down in the corn, a few members showed beepers that they
have purchased that can help locate a plane that has gone down–especially
with the corn we have around our field–it is a great idea. Mark Knoppkie showed
us one by VIFLY Finder 2; you can order them online and only cost about $12.50.
The benefit of this unit is that it has its own battery so even if the planes battery
is damaged or is ripped out of the plane, the VIFLY Finder 2 still sounds off. It
has a 102 decibel tone and the beeping tone lasts for 27 hours and shuts itself
off at night. Other models of beepers can be found at BANGGOOD.com for as
low as $1.85 when you order 10 of them.
Jim Hari asked if we were going to be able to still do a donation to the Salvation
Army Angel Tree and President, Dale Gathman said that we will still be doing a
donation and he will have a day in November set up that members can drop of
donations at the field to be donated. Jim Hari also reminded everyone not to
forget to use any credit card cash back to donate money as well.
Field Chairman, Mark Knoppkie will be taking down the damaged service flags
and new ones will be put up in spring. Mark was going to be doing that today
but the weather did not agree. Mark will also be looking into seeing if there are
any nets in the shed that would be in better condition and see if we could get
used nets donated, like these were.

Kevin Kessler photo

Calendar updates:
Due to weather, the tailgate swap will be moved to September 19th, this will
be club members only, but members may bring whatever they want to sell.
Due to the lack of social distancing we will be CANCELING THE TURKEY FRY.
The field will be open that day for members to fly as usual.

John Fischer had a show and tell item; he showed us a big new starter that he
needs to get the zero started. It is a Sullivan Megatron, and is very impressive
and packs a lot of power.
A motion to adjourn was made by Tom Flint and seconded by Dave Cotton, all
approved.
The viewpoints in this newsletter are solely those of the individual
authors. They may not necessarily represent those of the Editor,
Officers, Board, or Membership of the Fox Valley Aero Club.
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Shop Safety /
Awareness
By: Tom Spriet,
Past President
Members,
Yesterday afternoon when I walked
into the garage there was a very strong
odor of gasoline.
I keep all the flammables on a shelf in
one area. After a very short search I
found fuel dripping—not a good thing.
The reason for this message/heads-up
is to make you aware to check you’re
fueling systems. I always knew that
the tubing inside the tank and aircraft
became very hard after a few seasons
but never considered or was worried
about the fueling system.
The first picture depicts the normal
posture of the fuel tubing at rest. In
the second picture notice the tubing
failure, and in the last, the tubing
posture which allowed the siphoning
of about 1/2 gallon of gasoline.
Needless to say, I was lucky to have
found this before a fire or explosion
occurred.
Tom Spriet
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Support our local
hobby shop:
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HobbyTown USA
2061 Lincoln Hwy A
St. Charles, IL 60174
(630) 587-1256

FVAC webcam capture by Tom Spriet. He says: “Ya gotta get up pretty early to
beat this guy to the field.” Best guess right now is that it’s “Buzz” Janis.

ELECTION 2020
Over the next two months we will decide who
leads this club as officers and Board in 2021
The process begins at the October 8th general meeting (via. Zoom) with
nominations. Nominate an incumbent, or someone new. Want to step up and offer
your time for the good of the club?—make your intentions known. There will also
be nominations at the November 12th general meeting (again, via. Zoom).
Soon after the November meeting, you will receive an email with instructions and
a link to fill out a ballot on line. Click on your selections for each position and then
submit the ballot electronically. The votes will be counted, and the results revealed
to the Membership in an email by the end of November.
7
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This month, we highlight our own master
modeler, John Fischer, and his A6M5 ‘Zero’.

aircraft specs.
Manufacturer:
Completion Level:
Construction:
Scale:
wingspan:
Power:
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A6M5 ‘Zero’

TopRC
ARF
all composite
1:4.6 scale
93 inches
Saito FG90R3 90cc
3-Cylinder Gasoline
radial engine
Radio system:
Spektrum receiver
JR 8411 servos
Spektrum AR 3000 gyro
Retracts-main gear: Sierra
tailwheel: TopRC
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“I’ve made some modifications on the airplane to
make it my own. These include: serial number
change, nomenclature, and other striping details.”

9

10

A

800 X 50

277.0°

October 2020

28

ELEV
w w w . f o 747
xvalleyaero.com

B

0

C

VOCAL DECLARATION OF TAKEOFF &
LANDING Treasurer’s
INTENTION IS Report
REQUIRED.

Fly pa per

ELEV
739

Joe Pedone
treasurer@foxvalleyaero.com
I hope everyone is
staying well, and
enjoying a bit of the
end of season while
the weather is still
decent.
With regards to the
Club treasury, we are
in good shape financially going into the end of this unusual year.
While we’ve had to cancel some of the events that generate income
for the Club (Windy City Warbirds, Festival of Flight), we’ve also had
to unfortunately cancel some of the Club social events that use
funds during the year (like Turkey Fry, and the Holiday Party). The
net result of that is our checkbook balance is stable, and we’ll finish
2020 much as we would have expected had we held these events.
It’s obviously disappointing to all of us that we couldn’t enjoy the
great camaraderie that these events provide, but on a positive note,
we’ve been able to keep the field open all year so we could continue
to get out and enjoy some flying.
At this point it is hard to predict how our event calendar will look in
2021, and therefore difficult to project our income and expenses.
While there is some uncertainty in what 2021 is going to look like,
the Board of Directors has agreed that we will maintain our current
dues rate of $125 for adult members ($25 for junior members) for
the 2021 flying season. This is the same dues rate we’ve held for
the past 7 years. I think that is good news, and we can all hope to
get back to our normal event schedule as quickly as possible next
year.

For me personally,
having a little more time
available due to working
from home and other
Covid restrictions, I’ve
been spending more
time in the workshop
than I normally do this
time of year. So, I’m
making some progress
on my ¼-scale Sig Cub
kit that I’ve been
working on the past
couple of winters.
Wings are pretty much
complete, and I’m ready
to install landing gear,
struts, and tail surfaces next. I’m probably the epitome of a slow
builder, and for me there’s no hurry, just something to plug away at
as time permits between maintaining the rest of the planes in the
fleet!
Take care, and stay safe.
Joe
E-flite Blue Angels
80mm EDF BNF Basic
(EFL13950)
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Scott Schilling with his 1/5scale Yellow Aircraft P-38.
DLE 35RAs, Sierra retracts,
Spektrum gear - 15 servos.
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& and his 85” TopELEV
Jeff Mrachek
Flite Giant
Focke-Wulf
190.
O.S.
GT60
w/
Xoar 22x10.
739
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Robart elec. mains and servo/mechanical tail
wheel. Warbirdpilots.com Luftwaffe pilot.

Kevin Kess

ler photo

Kevin Kessler photo

Shots from the Field
photos by Doug Swanson, unless noted

Cliff Fullhart with his
20+ -year-old, kit-built
Giant Aeromaster.
Powered by Quadra 42.

12

Vic Fortino and his Ziroli AT-6:
blown up to 13’ w.s. 3W-140 with
28x12. Robart retracts. 1 gal. ea.
gasoline and smoke fluid.
Glen LaRocco. E&G
MX2; Zenoah G62.

Wayne Mallaber –
Freewing Avanti S.
Power from Admiral
6S 5000.

A

Dave Cotton with his VQ
00inXNavy
Models Val8
D3a
50
colors. Powered by D.A. 35;
Hitec 645 servos; pilots
by VQ Models

277.0°

October 2020

28

ELEV
w w w . f o x v a l l 747
eyaero.com

B

0

C

VOCAL DECLARATION OF TAKEOFF &
LANDING INTENTION IS REQUIRED.

ELEV
739

Fly pa per
Sebastian
Kowalski with a
FlyFly Mirage
90mm. 6S 5000.

Shots from the Field
photos by Doug Swanson
Paul Gabler with his
E-flite L-13 Blanik
4.2m ARF. Powered by
FunSonic 70 turbine.

Dave Murray
and his GIANT
TopRC Voyager.
JetCat P200–
52 lbs. thrust.

John Howe and a
modified Hobbico
Twinstar. Now tripowered with O.S.
.25s—two SFs and
one LA (nose)

13

Matt DiPietro and his
6S 5000-powered
Freewing MiG-29
Fulcrum twin 80mm.

800 X 50

www.foxvalleyaero.com
Mark Knoppkie– Phoenix
Waco; Saito FG-60R3 60cc
3-cyl. gas with elec.
starter. The Editor learned
of this model’s demise just
before press time. R.I.P.

VOCAL DECLARATION OF TAKEOFF &
LANDING INTENTION IS REQUIRED.

Shots from the Field

277.0°

28

October

A

Fly pa per

ELEV
2 0747
20

B

0

C

ELEV
739

photos by Doug Swanson

John Anzalone with
his TopRC Odyssey;
JetCat P160, and
TopRC retracts.

Rich Erikson with a
Hangar 9 27% Extra
260, powered by
D.A. 50; Spektrum
iX12 guidance.
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Scott Stampfli with
his Top Flite P-47.
Husky 4.4 c.i.;
Robart retracts and
added invasion
stripes.

Joe Pedone’s
version with DLE 55
and Robart electric
retracts.

January 1
January 9
February 13
February 15
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Fun-Fly — Frozen
Fingers
10:00&
am FVAC Field
FVAC
Member
Meeting
6:00
Board,
7:30
Member
at Township Hall
739
LANDING INTENTION IS REQUIRED.
FVAC Member Meeting
FVAC Annual Swap Meet

6:30 Board, 7:30 Member at Township Hall
9:00-1:00 Swap 1:00-4:00 Indoor Foamy Fly
Kane County Fairgrounds

March 12

FVAC Member Meeting

6:30 Board, 7:30 Member at Township Hall

April 9
April 18

FVAC Member Meeting
Field Workday

CANCELLED
WILL BE RESCHEDULED

May 2
May 14
May 16
May 17
May 25
May 29

Tree Line/Berm Orientation Day
FVAC Member Meeting
Cub Scout Rocket Fest
Fun-Fly – #1 –
St. Charles Memorial Day Parade
2019 WCWC Media Day

CANCELLED
7:30 Zoom
CANCELLED
CANCELLED
CANCELLED
CANCELLED

June 6
June 11
June 18-20
June 21

FVAC Cookout (formerly pig roast)
FVAC Member Meeting
2020 Windy City Warbirds & Classics
Open Fly – All Scale

CANCELLED
6:30 Board, 7:30 Member; at Zoom application
CANCELLED
CANCELLED

July 9
July 12

FVAC Member Meeting
Fun-Fly – #2 –

6:30 Board, 7:30 Member; at Zoom application
CANCELLED

August 1
August 1
August 1
August 8
August 13
August 22

Cub Fly – AMA Sanctioned – Club Only
Electric Only – AMA Sanctioned – Club Only
Night Fly – AMA Sanctioned – Club Only
Retro Fly
FVAC Member Meeting
Family Fly Day

9:00 – 1:00 Cubs Only - FVAC Field
CANCELLED
8:00 pm – Midnight - FVAC Field
9:00 – 3:00 - FVAC Field
6:30 Board, 7:30 Member; at Zoom application
CANCELLED

September 5
September 10
September 13
September 19
September 20

Festival of Flight
FVAC Member Meeting
Fun-Fly – #3 –
Tailgate Swap Meet
Plane Search Corn Walk

CANCELLED
6:30 Board, 7:30 Member; at Zoom application
CANCELLED
9:00-12:00 – FVAC Field
9:00-11:00 – FVAC Field

October 8
October 10
October 22

FVAC Member Meeting
Turkey Fry
Cub Pack 260 Rocket Launch

6:30 Board, 7:30 Member; at Zoom application
CANCELLED
5:00-6:30 pm

November 12

FVAC Member Meeting

6:30 Board, 7:30 Member; at Zoom application

December 5
December 10

Annual Christmas Party
Rookies Christmas Party

CANCELLED
CANCELLED

15
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Shot of the Month

by Don Froula

John Anzalone (L) assists Vic Fortino with his Ziroli AT-6. Exposure shot with a 1953
Kodak Retina IIa camera and “Rollei Crossbird” color slide film. Cross-processed in
color negative C41 chemistry, to produce pronounced grain and vintage color shift.
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AMA Number:

$

Signature

“Fox Valley Aero Club”

Make checks payable to:

Total Payment Enclosed:

Your E-mail Address:

Your Work Mailing Address:

Your Complete Mailing Address:

Your Full Name:

PLEASE PRINT

$
$

$

Dues Amount:

Include me on the
club email list.

Date

FOX VALLEY AERO CLUB
P.O. BOX 837
ST. CHARLES, IL 60174-0837

Complete and mail this form to:

What is Your Occupation: (Please provide details)

Cell:

Work:

Home:

Your Phone Number/s:

Please list the R/C channel(s) you use:

Birthdate:

($25 for each additional family member with an AMA card, either a spouse or a child under 19 years old.)

Dues for Senior Members (19 years and over) ...... $125.00 per Member
Dues for Junior Members (18 years and under) ...... $ 25.00 per Member
Family Membership
...... $125.00 1st Member

New Member Assessment Fee: $300.00 (For new memberships only. Does not include dues.)

FVAC New Membership Form

