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Extend Your

Back to Standard Time – As our weather
turns cold and windy, we once again
change our clocks back to Standard
Time, which for us evening flyers, takes
away another hour of daylight flying. On
the other hand, for you early morning
flyers, it adds another hour of morning
flying. As I prefer evening, this is one of
the reasons that I have a couple of ‘night
flyer’ airplanes in my hangar. With a night
flyer, there is no limit to the
time of day that you can
fly. If you have not gotten
Flying Time with
s
into night flying yet, I would
encourage you to give it a
try. It is not for everybody,
but you may enjoy it. I
would recommend getting
someone to buddy-box
with you on your first night
flight until you determine
if you will have orientation
problems. A few years back,
I helped one of our members
get lights installed on his
airplane (back then, nobody
made night flyer planes
that you could purchase)
and after about four hours
See a write-up from Dale in the November,
of taping, soldering, and
2013 issue of the FlyPaper which details
wiring, it was ready to go. We
adding LED lights to an aircraft. This
went straight to the field to
plane still flies today! See the issue on our

L.E.D.
LED

By Dale Gathman

N OW THAT WINTER is just around the
corner, and the number of daylight hours is
decreasing every day, I wished to have a way to
fly even though it was getting dark. I had seen
LED strips at the swap meet a couple years back,
and I thought that they would be worth
investigating. During one of my visits to
HobbyTown, I noticed a display of LED strips
that they had on the counter. By pushing the

button on the display, the 7 or 8 different color
LED strips lit up, and they were surprisingly
bright. I inquired as to the price, and found out
that they were sold by the foot for $5.00/foot. I
decided to purchase three feet of red, green, and
white. I also purchased a few feet of small gauge
wire, both red and black. A better alternative to
this wire would be servo wire, with the orange,
white or yellow wire stripped off.
continued on next page
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maiden it with the lights, and in less than 30 seconds after takeoff,
the plane was totaled. This pilot decided that he was not going to
be able to fly at night, as he had major orientation issues. He may
have been able to get acclimated to it and would have had a much
better chance to determine whether he could, if he had been on a
buddy-box. Live and learn. I would not recommend trying night
flying until you are very comfortable flying your night flyer plane
during the day. If changes have been made to turn an existing
plane into a night flyer, make sure to test fly it during the daylight
before trying it at night.
Rookies Christmas Pizza Party – Our 2021 Rookies Christmas
Party is ON this year. The date will be Thursday, December 9, at
7:00 pm. Details will be sent out by email. This is a member and
spouse-only party.
Christmas Party at the Hilton Garden Inn – Unfortunately, due
to the venue’s Covid restrictions, we have decided to cancel our
Annual Christmas Party at the Hilton Garden this year. They
have a five person per table limit and require masks and social
distancing. They also require a minimum of 80 attendees. Due
to these factors, the board made the hard decision to cancel again
this year. We have decided to hold our Christmas 2021 raffle at
the Annual Spring Cookout. We will also be announcing our 2021
award winners at that cookout. Details will be provided once we
get closer to spring 2022.
Swap 2022 – JT and Joe are busily working on the 2022 Swap
Meet at the Kane County Fairgrounds, and registrations are already
coming in. This meet will be on Saturday, February 19, 2022.
Details and a flyer are available on our website, and also elsewhere
in this issue. You can register to sell at www.foxvalleyaeroswap.
com. Contact JT or Joe if you have any questions. (Editor’s note:
see the flyer on page 5 of this issue. Information can also be found
on our website.)
(continued)
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ELECTION 2021

Our election will be taking place via a ballot which will come to
you through an email from Survey Monkey. Secretary Debbie (with
John’s help) Howe will be sending this out sometime Wednesday,
November 17. Your ballot must be completed by midnight,
Wednesday November 24 in order to be counted. The Election
results will be emailed out soon after. Don’t forget to submit a
member’s name for our 2021 Members Choice Award. This can
be any of our members who you feel are deserving of special
recognition for 2021. Members who have won this award in the
past are not eligible for 2021, and a list of the previous winners will
be provided.
2022 - As we look forward to 2022, I pray that you and your
families stay healthy, safe, and that you are able to have a great
Thanksgiving. I really hope that we have a back-to-normal year in
2022, and I think things are looking good for that to happen. I look
forward to seeing you at the Rookies Christmas Pizza Party, and
again at our Frozen Fingers – First-in-Flight on January 1st. Details
will be coming.
Dale

Doug Swanson

newsletter@foxvalleyaero.com
As I’ve mentioned in the last issue and at the
meetings, I need to step down as FlyPaper
editor at the end of the year. Thank you for
allowing me to bring this newsletter to you
for the past 15 months. If you’re looking for
an adventure, and would like to express your
creativity through this publication, please
let myself or President Dale Gathman know.
The position does not require any publishing
experience—just a desire to learn some
features of whatever page layout program you
may have access to. Microsoft Word is the
simplest, and possibly the most accessible. I
currently use Adobe InDesign, but have also used QuarkXpress
in the past. Whatever you may use as future Editor, I can
provide any of the artwork and files that you see in these issues.
Past Editor, Jason Boettcher, has tips for Word
users in his October, 2016 FlyPaper issue,
which can be found on the Club website.
To this issue: Thank you to President Dale
Gathman for providing the images from the
2021 Festival of Flight.

The Club is once again collecting donations to support the
Salvation Army Angel Tree Program. Donations will be collected
on two occasions: December 9th, at the Christmas Party at
Rookies, and December 11th, at FVAC Field from 8 am until noon.
Cash and gift cards are helpful in supplying gifts for older kids,
who the Salvation Army normally struggles to find gifts for.

The holidays are fast approaching. I hope to
see you at the Rookies Christmas Party on
Dec. 9th, and also on January 1st, for Frozen
Fingers, 2022!
Take care,
Doug

Government Relations Chairperson,
Tom Spriet, shared this memory.
Image taken at the 2010 Turkey Fry.
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Treasurer’s Report
RC parts or planes. John (JT) Turner and myself have the planning
Joe Pedone

treasurer@foxvalleyaero.com
With the weather turning cooler as of late,
the good flying days are starting to get fewer
and further in between. But was happy to
have some 60-degree days this past weekend
to extend the flying season a bit further.
However, knowing what is to come, I’m already
starting to line up the projects I want to work
in this winter as we move to more workshop
days and fewer flying days going forward.
From the treasury standpoint, you will see in the October Member
Meeting minutes, we’ve announced a dues increase for next year, to
$150 annually. While we’ve considered possible options to avoid
this increase, unfortunately the cost of many our major expense
items, such as dumpsters, porta potties, and mowing continue
to rise. We’ve been very fortunate in 2021 to have a number of
new members join the club, and their initiation fees have helped
offset some of these increased costs of maintaining the field. But
without a dues increase, we will see a continued drain on our cash
balance, which will limit our ability to maintain our field in the
excellent condition we all enjoy today. The last time we raised
dues was 8 years ago, so we’ve done well to manage expenses over
these past years. As a reminder, dues for calendar year 2022 are
due no later than March 1st. Like last year, I will establish a PayPal
link for those members that want to pay their dues via credit card
or PayPal. I will have that link set-up just after the New Year. Of
course dues can be paid by check starting in January as well. More
info to follow on in an upcoming Flypaper issue.
On a different note, we are excited to again be planning for our 2022
FVAC RC Swap Meet, to be held at the Kane County Fairgrounds
on February 19th. Having had to cancel the event in 2021 due
to Covid, I know many of you are looking forward to selling some

for this event well underway, and we just opened table registration
this week. You can register for a table(s) now using PayPal or
credit card at our event website, https://foxvalleyaeroswap.
com/. Information is available on the site to answer most of your
questions, but if you need any additional information, feel free to
contact JT or me with questions.
Sincerely,
Fox Valley Aero Club presents

Joe

Radio Control SWAP Meet

Saturday, February 19, 2022, Kane County Fair Grounds
525 Randall Road, St Charles, IL 60175

Buy, Sell, and/or Trade RC Aircraft, Helicopters, Radios, Equipment, Cars, and Boats
Over 15,000 sq ft. of tradeshow space, Food Vendor available during the SWAP

Click the flyer at
right to go to our
club website for
more information
on the swap. The
full-size flyer,
created by our
Public Relations
Chairperson, Tom
Flint, can be found
on the next page.

Admission $5.00 per adult, Children 12 and under Free, SWAP open from 8:30am to 1:00pm

Table Setup at 7:30am

Arrows Edge 540 1300mm - PNP
SKU:AH018P

AFTER 1:00pm, the space will be open to
FOAMY AND LIGHT ELECTRIC
INDOOR FLYING
AMA cards required for pilots

FOR TABLE RESERVATIONS AND INFORMATION:
John Turner 630-215-6110
jtgrassroots1@yahoo.com

Joe Pedone 847-840-8702
jpedone777@comcast.net

Details: www.foxvalleyaeroswap.com
Early-pay table rental discount if paid by February 1st
One table
$26.00 each
Two or more tables
$25.00 each
All table rentals after February 1st
$27.00 each
All table rentals include one free admission

Checks Payable to: Fox Valley Aero Club,
PO Box 837,St. Charles, IL 60174-0837

— TABLES READY FOR SET UP AT 7:30am —
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2021 Festival of Flight
photos by Dale Gathman
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Secretary’s Report
Fox Valley Aero Club

Member Meeting Minutes
October 14, 2021 at
St. Charles Township Hall
President, Dale Gathman welcomed everyone and
reminded everyone to state their name, so that when
Debbie is doing the minutes, she can tell who is speaking
with the recording.
Secretary, Debbie Howe
asked for a motion to approve
the September Member
Minutes, a motion was made
by Bill Suhr and seconded by
Steve Haas. All approved.
President Dale Gathman said
the checking account was
doing well and we had about
$3000
additional
Debbie Howe
expenses coming in
this year for things
like the dumpster, porta potties, and mowing. A motion
was made to approve the treasurer’s report by Steve Haas
and seconded by Dave Cotton. All approved

Dale Gathman
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The board made the decision that starting in 2022
the regular member dues will be raised to $150, youth
membership dues will not change. The last time dues
were raised was 8 years ago and with the prices going up
on everything, doing this increase will stop the club from
losing money. Club members are reminded to please wait
to pay dues until after January 1st. A reminder - dues are

ELEV
739

Safety Chairman, Jeff Peca said no
report on safety, but John Fischer will
be talking to Andy Low from Electro
Dynamics to see if he would be willing to
do a Zoom presentation about batteries.
Membership Chairman, Dave Cotton
said we have 8 new members, putting
the club at 214 members, 9 honorary, 2
life members, and 24 junior members.
The new members are Walt Catlow,
Mark Bieberstein, Misdy Bieberstein,
Damen Grandel, Jonathan Smith (junior
member), Carl Flemister, Jim Hatcher,
and Gerardo Sulic. Welcome everyone!!!!
Art Alverez is also a new member that
was present at the meeting, and he
was welcomed. Art moved from Texas,
where he was the president of his local
R/C Club.

Jeff Peca

Dave Cotton

President, Dale Gathman reported for
the Government Relations Chairman that after talking to the Village,
the east end of the field where they have been doing work will be
made to look nice and will be
used for extra snow storage in
the winter, and mulch storage
during the other seasons. The
area will be flattened out and
spruced up.



New Member, Walt Catlow

Field Chairman, Mark Knoppkie
said that between airplane
strikes and the lawn mower,
the two tennis nets that are
damaged
(continued)
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Ride”
will be replaced in the Spring. LANDING
JT also told everyone
to spray for dandelions
now
INTENTION
IS REQUIRED.
(continued from previous page)

in a search engine you will be
able to find some videos that
he has posted from them
online. Thanks Kevin!

and that will prevent them from coming up next year.

FlyPaper Chairman, Doug Swanson told the members that this would be his last
year doing the FlyPaper. Doug found the job very rewarding and found he was
able to get out and meet more people, but right now he just does not have the
time. A round of applause was given for Doug as he has done a great job! Thanks
Doug.

John Turner, ‘JT’ showed his
new Motion R/C Vulcan. JT
said it can fly very fast but
also slows down very well.
It has a 42” wingspan and
is made of very sturdy thick
foam. When Dale asked how
many fan blades it had, JT
responded “a whole bunch”,
LOL.

Dave Murray

John Turner, ‘JT’

Jim Hari showed an ad on
his phone for 2 planes from
Bitgo Hobby - Dancing Wing brand PT 17 and
Fiesler Storch. There are different options if you
want ARF and Gas version or ARF and Electric
version. The price point is around $339. Neat,
Jim!
Carl Flemister said that he had a personal
connection in his family to the C130 and would
like to find an
ARF of one.
Jim Hari
During
the
meeting, Dave Murray showed him the one
that Gator R/C carries (Maxford Brand). Karl
said he would talk to Dave about it.

Vice President, Dave Murray showed
the new Top R/C Models Introjet, 87”
wingspan and 96” long. Mike at Gator
RC ordered 9 of these and only has 3 left.
Dave said they run $2600 for airframe,
fuel tank and gear. Members liked the
color scheme; it is very visible. Thanks
Dave!
Kevin Kessler brought 2 cameras out
to show members. He has attached
them on his plane while flying for some
great 360-degree views. If you use “Fox

Kevin Kessler



Carl Flemister

Public Relations Chairman Tom Flint
suggested that with such a great group of
youth members, let’s have
13
a youth member fun fly
(continued)
next year and bring in the

(continued from previous page)

AMA. That will help the club and promote
young people in the hobby.
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horizonhobby.com. It was much faster and

John Fischer

Doug Swanson shared with the club that the
easiest way to get a hold of Horizon Hobby is
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easier that waiting on hold for 3 hours.
Mike Maciejewski reported that the Tailgate
Swap was a success as well. The club brought
in $360 profit and Mike thanked both those
who came out and helped set up the flagged
areas the night before as well as all who worked
the day of the event. Next year we might just
ask for only 1-2 more members to help just to
make the parking of buyers easier. Great Job!!

Mike Maciejewski

‘JT’ announced that as of now the Annual Swap is on (Feb. 19, 2022) and being
advertised in the next couple months of the Model Aviation magazine. If you are
planning on selling anything, contact JT to get
a table as soon as possible. Due to the lack of
swaps this year, we hope to sell out again.
Rich Gabrys gave a recap of the Turkey Fry
and thanked everyone who worked during the
event. There was plenty of food and friends. A
good time was had by all.

President, Dale Gathman showed us a plaque
that the club received from the AMA for being
a Leader Club for 10 yrs. Each member will
receive a patch.
John Fischer reported on the Festival of
Flight - we made about $850 on the event.
Thank you to
President Dale displaying our
Paula Fischer
A.M.A. Leater Club Plaque. See
for all her hard
enlargement on page 12.
work and Jim
Thompson and the crew that did the cooking.
This is a great club, and it is events like this that
prove that one member can’t do it all. Thank you
everyone who helped make this a success.

277.0°
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Fun Fly Chairman, Jeff Peca reported the
standings for the last fun fly of the season,
the Climb and Glide. 1st place was Jeff
Mrachek, 2nd Orvil Fluharty, 3rd was a Tie
between Jeff Peca and Rob Sampson, 4th
John Anzalone and 5th Dale Gathman.
Thanks to all who participated and also a
Tom Flint
big Thank You to Jeremy over at Hobby
Town. He was gracious to donate a $100
gift card for each fun fly event. That is an extra $300 over this year’s fun flys.
Thanks Jeremy! Mark Knoppkie donated a Seagull Models T-6 Texan to the raffle
and that was won by Cliff Fullhart. Many thanks to Glenn LaRocco for doing the
cooking and the Real Housewives from Fox Valley West for all the work they did
with the food and salads at the event. We look forward to doing it all again next
year.
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Rich Gabrys

Mark Knoppkie said if anyone finds a key out
at the field, please return it to him because he
lost a key to the zero-turn mower.

The Board decided to cancel the Hilton Garden
Christmas Party this year due to Covid rules, but we will still be able to go to
Rookies on Dec 9th at 7pm. The club will buy the pizza, beer and wine, any mixed
drinks will be paid for by the member. We are doing some research to find out
when the Salvation Army does the Angel Tree gifts so that we make sure our
donations are to them in time. We will keep everyone posted.
We are trying to get an approximate head count for Dec 9th at Rookies, please
email Debbie Howe at:
(continued)
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RCWIFE2@YAHOO.COM or text her at 630-479-4501 and give her a yes or no,
and how many are coming.
We will announce the Top Gun winners of both 2020 and 2021 at the Spring
Kick Off Cookout, and we will be doing the 2021 Christmas Raffle at the Spring
Kick Off Cookout in 2022.
Board member nominations were opened up for
2022 board positions.
Mike Maciejewski was nominated for board
member and accepted the nomination.

Freewing Vulcan High Performance
70mm EDF Sport Jet - PNP
SKU:FJ21911P

Art Alverez was nominated for board member
and accepted the nomination.
John Howe was nominated as Secretary and
Debbie Howe graciously denied the nomination
for John, LOL.

New Member, Art Alvarez

A motion was made to nominate the current board members who have agreed
to run next year by Tom Flint and seconded by Bill Suhr, all approved. The board
members who will run again will be President Dale Gathman, Vice President
Dave Murray, Treasurer Joe Pedone, as well as Directors-at-Large John Fischer,
Steve Haas, Jeff Mrachek, Rob Sampson, Bill Suhr, and Armin Weber.
We will be looking to fill the positions of Secretary and FlyPaper Editor. Debbie
Howe has been secretary for 5 years and has to step down due to a lack of time
available. Doug Swanson, FlyPaper Editor also will be stepping down due to a
lack of time. Reminder to anyone who would consider running for any position
on the board - you can nominate yourself or contact Dale Gathman and he can
get you nominated.
Board nominations were closed until next meeting.
A motion to adjourn was made by Tom Flint and seconded by Bill Suhr. All
Approved.

Watcha got?
The FlyPaper is always looking for content! Send
your builds, tips, and tricks for inclusion in this
newsletter to: newsletter@foxvalleyaero.com

The viewpoints in this newsletter are solely those of the individual
authors. They may not necessarily represent those of the Editor,
Officers, Board, or Membership of the Fox Valley Aero Club.
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Fun-Fly
—
Frozen
Fingers
10:00
am
FVAC
Field
739
LANDING INTENTION IS REQUIRED.
FVAC Member Meeting

6:00 Board, 7:30 Member Zoom

February 11
February 20

FVAC Member Meeting
FVAC Annual Swap Meet

6:30 Board, 7:30 Member Zoom
CANCELED

March 11

FVAC Member Meeting

6:30 Board, 7:30 Member Zoom

April 8
April 17

FVAC Member Meeting
Field Workday

6:30 Board, 7:30 Member Zoom
9:00 – FVAC Field

May 8
May 13
May 23
May 31

Tree Line/Berm Orientation Day
FVAC Member Meeting
Fun-Fly – #1 – 1-minute Timed Flight
St. Charles Memorial Day Parade

9:00 – 3:00 – FVAC Field
6:30 Board, 7:30 Member Zoom
11:00 – 1:00 – FVAC Field
CANCELED

June 10
June 12
June 17-19
June 20

FVAC Member Meeting
FVAC Cookout (formerly pig roast)
2021 Windy City Warbirds & Classics
Open Fly – All Scale (TBD)

6:30 Board, 7:30 Member at Township Hall
12:00 – FVAC Field
FVAC Field
FVAC Field (TBD)

July 8
July 11

FVAC Member Meeting
Fun-Fly – #2 – Bomb Drop

6:30 Board, 7:30 Member at Township Hall
11:00 – 1:00 – FVAC Field

August 7
August 7
August 7
August 12
August 14
August 28

Cub Fly – AMA Sanctioned
Electric Only – AMA Sanctioned
Night Fly – AMA Sanctioned
FVAC Member Meeting
Family Fly Day
Retro Fly

9:00 – 1:00 Cubs Only - FVAC Field
1:00 – 6:00 Electric Only – FVAC Field
6:00 - Midnight - FVAC Field
6:30 Board, 7:30 Member at Township Hall
9:00 – 1:00 - FVAC Field
9:00 – 3:00 - FVAC Field

Sept 9
Sept 11
Sept 18
Sept 19

FVAC Member Meeting
Festival of Flight
FVAC Tailgate Swap Meet – Sanctioned
Fun-Fly – #3 – Climb and Glide (modified)

6:30 Board, 7:30 Member at Township Hall
9:00 – 5:00 – FVAC Field
9:00 – 1:00 – FVAC Field
11:00 – 1:00 – FVAC Field

October 9
October 14

Turkey Fry
FVAC Member Meeting

12:00 – FVAC Field
6:30 Board, 7:30 Member at Township Hall

November 11

FVAC Member Meeting

6:30 Board, 7:30 Member at Township Hall

December 4
December 9

Annual Christmas Party
Rookies Christmas Party

CANCELED
7:00 Rookies Sports Bar & Grill – St. Charles
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Fox Valley Aero Club Flight Boundary Map

Flight Area (unshaded, red boundary)

- Base of
Eastern Boundary
Berm
Police Gun Range

Forest
Preserve
Property

Western Boundary - First Tree Line

Rotary-wing
Aircraft Only
Area

Police
Gun Range

9-1-1
Dispatch
Center

Red shaded area =
No-Fly Zone

AMA Number:

$

Signature

“Fox Valley Aero Club”

Make checks payable to:

Total Payment Enclosed:

Your E-mail Address:

Your Work Mailing Address:

Your Complete Mailing Address:

Your Full Name:

PLEASE PRINT

$
$

$

Dues Amount:

Include me on the
club email list.

Date

FOX VALLEY AERO CLUB
P.O. BOX 837
ST. CHARLES, IL 60174-0837

Complete and mail this form to:

What is Your Occupation: (Please provide details)

Cell:

Work:

Home:

Your Phone Number/s:

Please list the R/C channel(s) you use:

Birthdate:

($25 for each additional family member with an AMA card, either a spouse or a child under 19 years old.)

Dues for Regular Members (19 years and over) ...... $150.00 per Member
Dues for Junior Members (18 years and under) ...... $ 25.00 per Member
Family Membership
...... $150.00 1st Member

New Member Assessment Fee: $300.00 (For new memberships only. Does not include dues.)

FVAC New Membership Form

