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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dale Gathman
president@foxvalleyaero.com
Great
workday. It
never ceases
to amaze me
- the amount
of work our
club
members can
get done in a
few hours.
We once
again had our
Spring field
workday on Saturday April 15, and we had
around 35 club members show up to help
out. Just a few of the projects that were
accomplished are deep cleaning of the
shed, replacing two tennis nets, painting
the picnic tables, rolling the field, painting
the juice bar, cleaning up the area around
the main sign board, and cutting up the
fallen trees. I offer a heartfelt Thank You to
all of the members who attended and
helped out, and special thanks go out to
Susan Galle who coordinated the crews at
the last minute, as Field Chairman Mark
had to be out of town.

limestone as well. Once rolled, the
limestone is almost as solid as cement.
We will then install chain link fence in the
north bay of the shed, so we can more
easily secure our equipment.
Memorial Day Parade. We will again be
participating in the St. Charles Memorial
Day Parade which starts at 10:00 am on
Memorial Day. This is a great way for our
club to honor those who served in the
military. There is a picnic at the
Pottawatomie Park following, with free food
and music sponsored by our veterans.
Please plan on walking with the float in the
parade if you are able. You can also bring
a warbird to hand carry in the parade if you
have one.
Kids Fly and Pig Roast. Don’t forget the
Kids Fly day coming on June 3, followed by
the Pig Roast on June 4. We always need
volunteer trainer planes, pilots and spotters
for the Kids Fly. All we need for the Pig
Roast is members to bring their appetites,
families, and a dish to pass. More details
on both events will be coming.
Hope you are able to get some flying in
soon, and I look forward to seeing you at
the field.
Dale

The barn is down. The demolition crew
has finished tearing down the barn, and is
now working on removing the foundation.
A second company will come in once the
foundation is removed and plant grass.
We have received the signed land use
agreement from the University of Illinois,
and the shed and land behind the pavilion
is now officially ours until January 2023.
The roof has already been replaced on the
shed, so it will no longer leak or leave
blown shingles all over after a storm. It
also looks great. I thank Tom Flint for his
countless hours overseeing this project.
The next step will be to put down a
limestone floor in the shed, and also to
cover the west parking area and road with
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FROM THE SECRETARY
Debbie Howe
Secretary@foxvalleyaero.com
Fox Valley Aero Club - Member Meeting Minutes
April 13, 2017 @ St. Charles Township Hall

eye protec/on in your shop, the grinding and cut oﬀ
wheels that we all use commonly will shaPer and
can ﬂy into your eye. Eye protec/on is a must in the
hobby.
Tony Bahowick Membership Chairman said that we
have only a handful of members who have not paid
yet and as of now we are at about 170 members and
he will be sending out individual emails for those
people who s/ll need to renew for the year. Tony
asked if we have any guests or new members and we
did have two guests. Bob Stadtler and his son Ion.
Bob said they do have lots of planes but has to ﬁnd a

President Dale Gathman called the mee/ng to order
at 7:46pm. Dale reminded everyone to state their
name before speaking to help Debbie learn names and
help with the recorded minutes.
Dale asked to start the mee/ng with a moment of
silence in honor of Dave Russell that passed away.
Susan Galle said that she had gone to the memorial
service and said how beau/ful it was and how much
she learned about Dave. He will be missed.
Secretary Debbie Howe asked for the approval for the
March mee/ng minutes. The minutes were mo/oned
for approval by Orvil Fluharty and seconded by Dave
Co:on.
Treasurer Paul Jacobs said that with the recent
payouts for the new mower and the rent for the ﬁeld
the checking account is geEng lower. We s/ll have
about 6 members that we expect to renew. He hopes
the Warbirds and Classic event and the Windy City
event are good money makers for us this year to help
the checking account. The treasurer’s report was
called for approval ﬁrst by Doug Swanson seconded by
Alvin Cole.
Jeﬀ Peca Safety Chairman spoke to the membership
about eye safety, not just from par/cles but also
from UV. His brother just had eye surgery due to the
UV damage to his eyes. Jeﬀ’s sugges/on is make
sure you get a good pair of sun glasses with UV
protec/on and to make sure you are using the proper
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ﬁeld that he can ﬂy at with his bigger planes. Bob said
that his son Ion is the bePer pilot of the two of them,
but he enjoys that they can do it together, Bob said
that he would welcome a liPle guidance. Welcome
Bob and Ion!!
Dale Gathman reminded the club to do another
membership push, we are a great club and want to
welcome new members and bring in others that might
have interest, and possibly turn into new
members.
Tom Flint for the Short Grass Mowing Program passed
around a signup sheet, he explained that the
commitment would be once every six weeks for two
hours, right now we have 12 people signed up and
looking for a few more. It was decided that another
name for the SGMP would be the TURF TEAM - LOL!
Tom explained how he worked the deal for the new
mower and reminded everyone that training on the
new mower will be provided. Tom also let everyone
know that we have the Sanchez Group back doing
our professional mowing. They have done a great job
so far and we are happy to have them back.
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Dale Gathman put out some cards and asked
members to put some event sugges/ons on them for
the two fun ﬂys that we have this year.
Mark Knoppkie Field Chairman passed around a
signup sheet for the ﬁeld work day, Mark said the
ﬁrst work day would be on the 15th, the rain day
alterna/ve would be the next Saturday. Mark asked if
someone would take over being in charge of assigning
tasks that day as Mark’s brother in-law was having
brain surgery and Mark would not be able to be at the
work day. Susan Galle said that she would take
over being our task master for the day. It was decided
to put out 4 jet shields instead of the 8 from last
year, so those will be put out on Saturday. Mark said
there were a lot of things on the schedule to be
done that day, such as Clean out the shed of junk and
debris, Touch up the pavilion paint, Paint the picnic
tables, Inspect the chairs, Wash the windows on the
pavilion, Seal coat the bleachers and replace the
cracked board, Clean out the brown ﬁeld box, Check
the ﬁrst aid kit, and Paint the juice bar just to name
a few of the things. If you are coming out and can
bring paint brushes/rollers, buckets, tree trimmer,
tarps, etc... all are tools that will be needed, and
helpful. Paul Jacobs said that he would be out there
ordering pizza for the helpers at 11:30am.

plane made. Tom reminded everyone to shop at
Hobby Town USA in St Charles. Jeremy and his staﬀ
have been very good to our club, with them being so
close to our ﬁeld, we are very thankful to have them.
Jim Thompson brought his HSD F16, originally 105
MM ducted Fan with all EPS foam construc/on. Jim

Susan Galle said we are good so far for the ﬂy paper at
this /me.
Parade Chairman Dave Murray said that he would be
taking the ﬂoat to get a proper hitch put on and he
will send an email out about two weeks before asking
for some volunteers to help take the extension oﬀ
the back and changing the carpet to look more like a
runway scheme and spruce up some other things
and change the plane stands etc....Dave also reminded
everyone that we will only be doing the one parade
this year for Memorial day. Someone (sorry no name
on the recording) said that there was a very nice
charger leb out at the ﬁeld the other day with the
baPery and the parallel port.
Tom Flint brought in his German BO209 plane that he
got at the swap shop for $175 plus the $5 spinner.
One of the points of interest on this plane was the
giant ﬂaps that were almost 2/3 of the length of the
wing. Tom showed us that the plane has lights and a
tow plane hook. Tom was able to photo shop line
the cockpit to make an op/cal illusion of a full set up
cockpit. There were 105 full scale versions of this
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originally ﬂew it in its stock F16 grey color scheme and
then added the colors by using latex enamel with
both rollers and airbrush techniques. Over the last
winter Jim changed the motor out to the 150 amp
ESC and went with a jet fan 110. When asked how long
it stays in the air, Jim said un/l he hits something.
LOL. Jim told us that the plane ﬂys on 6 cells and when
it takes oﬀ it sounds very similar to a turbine jet.
Aber a liPle bit Jim did say he has about 3 minutes
before he has to set up for landing. Gear on it is
machined aluminum and suspension gear with oil
ﬁlled nose gear. One cool new product Jim told us just
was a wireless light system. He got them from rccastle.com and he was able to get 3 for $25 and they
come in the red green and clear. Jim also advised us
that he used the plas/c based yellow Frog Tape to
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get the crisp paint lines with no seepage that you
might get with the paper based tapes. . . . Very
impressive Jim.

/ckets. John did say that at 3pm on Friday we would
be having a jet show; Dave Murray would be seEng
that up. (Thanks Dave).

Dale Gathman for Land Use CommiPee said the barn
is down and they would s/ll be taking the cement
out. That should be done soon and as soon as we have
the contract we will get the roofers out to put the
roof on the shed. The current plans are we will be
puEng tall chain link fence on the far north bay of the
shed so that we can lock up our mowers and other
equipment.

Tom Flint said that Rich Gabrys came to him with the
idea of geEng our veterans and ac/ve military
personnel in for free. We will recognize them at the
half /me show. Tom said that Rich was also the one
who took care of seEng up the company that did a
great job ﬁlling the cracks on our runway. Big thanks
to Ri ch for overseeing that project.

John Fischer was up next with a demonstra/on on a
new method of ﬁber glassing. With this method
they use the same material that is used to line
wedding dresses to give it its strength. John said that

John Fischer for the Fes/val of Flight asked if there
was anyone who wanted to take over being the
appren/ce for the fes/val of ﬂight and co-chair it with
him. The original plan was to have the Howe’s do
that but due to a change in work for the Howe’s, they
will be stepping down from the fes/val. Jim
Thompson said that he would be able to step into
running the event with John Fischer for this year.
Thanks Jim!!!
Ed Gombash was up next to show us a new pump that
he developed that is able to pump Gas, kerosene,
glow fuel, and smoke. Eddie Jet Products, he said the

this method just about gets rid oﬀ sanding. John
reminded everyone to look at the Fly Paper ar/cle
where he goes through the whole method. Thanks
John, very interes/ng!
John then moved on to the Warbird and Classic
Alliance update. John got a chance to work the Toledo
Show for the Warbird and Classic Alliance and found it
was really great to hear all the great feedback about
our event from so many people. Right now we have 56
registered pilots. Tom Flint showed the artwork for
the event shirts and hats. With the 90th anniversary
of the Spirit of St Louis, it was decided that we would
use the Spirit of St Louis as our artwork; Orvil Fluharty
will be opening up our half-/me show with a ﬂight of
his Spirit of St Louis (Thanks Orval). This year we are
looking at geEng /ckets for our spectators that will
have a watermark on them. The /ckets will be $5 per
person or 5 /ckets for $20. John is encouraging the
club to buy /ckets and give to neighbors and friends to
help bring in extra people which means extra money
as they shop, buy raﬄe /ckets, buy shirts and
hopefully bring other people that will need to buy
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pump has a variable speed seEng and will run
6 volts or 12 volts. Ed did a nice demonstra/on on
how the pump worked and then passed it around for
all to see. He said these units go for $180, much less
than other pumps on the market. You can contact
him via phone at 630-907-4537.
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Tom Spriet was us next with his Hangar 9T-34. He has
put electric retracts and an OS 36. He said the
plane is no longer in produc/on. Tom said he looked

Mee/ng was adjourned at 9:25pm mo/oned by Sal
Perno and seconded by Susan Galle.
Respecoully SubmiPed
Debbie Howe - Secretary

FROM OUR SAFETY CHAIRMAN
Jeﬀ Peca
safety@foxvalleyaero.com

forward to ﬂying it as it has not ﬂown it yet.
Mel Ziska showed oﬀ his Hacker Edge 540. Mel said
he ﬂies this indoors with others generally Mondays

and Wednesdays at The Yard in Naperville. He said the
facility has nice space and good ligh/ng. Sal suggested
upgrading the micro servos that the company
recommends and he upgraded the motor to a Rim
Flyer 300 electro ﬂy motor. Mel suggested talking to
someone else who has built this plane before you buy
the recommenda/ons set forth by Tower.
Debbie Howe Christmas Party Chairperson said that
she has been looking into the Carol Stream Holiday
Inn and geEng quotes from them, the woman there
was going to be out last week with her kids on
spring break so Debbie will be speaking with her again
Tuesday to ﬁrm up the date, prices and place for
the event.

The weather has ﬁnally started
to cooperate and it is /me to
get our ﬂeet of planes ready for
the season. If you haven’t
already cycled and checked
your baPeries now is the /me
to get that done. Thoroughly
check your hinges, control
horns and push rods. Check the
engine mounts and /ghten the
props. Check your fuel tanks
and fuel lines. Make sure the
clunks s/ll clunk. It is also a good idea to pressurize the
fuel systems with air to check for leaks. Don’t forget
to check those wheel collars. Last thing you want to
happen is loose a wheel. You would be surprised with
the problems you can ﬁnd if you look hard enough.
Another thing I am going to stress this year is the use
of an electric starter, chicken s/ck or a glove. For the
smaller glow engines it is always safest to use a starter.
It also avoids the frequent backwards start. The next
best thing is a chicken s/ck. When star/ng the gassers
most people hand start them. Some have spring
starters some don’t. Either way it is highly
recommended to where a glove. If you do get “bit” by
the prop at least we know where to look for your
ﬁngers.

We were reminded of the Kids Fly/Rocket Fest on
June 3rd, volunteers needed. The next day is the ever
famous Club Pig Roast, June 4th
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FROM THE EDITOR
Susan Galle
newsletter@foxvalleyaero.com

your company and the laughter your brought into our
lives - thanks for being a part of our fly club and for
being you.
That’s all I got – Susan

Let’s begin this issue with
“Suz Corner” (drum roll
please . . . .) The topic this
month is: a recipe for a quick,
easy and nutritious smoothie 4 ingredients. 1 tbsp. peanut
butter, 1 scoop of your fave
chocolate protein, 1 cup
spinach and 1/2 c water - mix
all together and you have a
great nutritious way to start
the day - it’s called a Butterfinger smoothie and it’s
delicious (doesn’t look it, but trust me, it is very
good! ).
Lastly, I would like to make mention of one of our own
members who recently passed - David Russell. David
had a few battles with cancer and unfortunately lost to
this dreaded disease. I was able to attend the service
at Compass Church in Wheaton and I must say it was
a beautiful and touching service as one of Dave’s
sons, Jeff, gave the eulogy and had quite a lot to say
about his beloved dad. Not only did he talk about the
younger years but how much his father loved to help
people and how giving he was as well. I thought for a
brief moment, he would break down and wouldn't
finish, but he kept on talking and giving us all so much
insight into his life that it even surprised me - needless
to say, I will miss Dave as he always had something
funny to say and the best thing I loved about him was
that he told it like it was - that’s not always easy for
everyone to take but to some of us, it’s the only way to
be. I’m including a copy of the write-up on David at
the service which I think might surprise a lot of you.
One hymn that David loved was “I’ll Fly Away” (by
Albert Brumley) which some of us sang at the service.
If you are familiar with the lyrics, the words are a true
test to Dave as a person and the hymn was very
apropos to Dave’s life and his love of building and
flying RC planes as well. I can only hope that as we
grow older, that whatever happens to us in our last
days on this earth, that we will also be able to fly away
somewhere peaceful and know where we are going Dave knew where he was going hence the singing of
this significant and of course, lighthearted song. Rest
in peace my friend, but know that you will be missed
by us all here at Fox Valley Aero Club - we may not
have always agreed with you but we certainly enjoyed
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I was always afraid of dying. Always. It was my fear
that made me learn everything I could about my
airplane and my emergency equipment, and kept
me =lying respectful of my machine and always alert
in the cockpit.
- Chuck Yeager

FVAC Flypaper - MAY 2017

Later, in the early teens, I used to ride my bike every
Saturday morning to the nearest airport, ten miles
away, push airplanes in and out of the hangars, and
clean up the hangars.
- Alan Shepard
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2017 Fox Valley Aero Club
Calendar of Events
January 1
January 12

Fun-Fly — Frozen Fingers
FVAC Member Mtg

10:00 am FVAC Field
7:30 Regular at Township Hall

February 9
February 18

FVAC Member Mtg
FVAC Annual Swap Meet

6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at Township Hall
9:00-1:00 Kane County Fair Grounds

March 9

FVAC Member Mtg

6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at Township Hall

April 13
April 15
April 22

FVAC Member Mtg
Field Work Day
Tree Line/Berm Orienta[on Day

6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at Township Hall
9:00 am FVAC Field
9:00 am – 1:00 pm - FVAC Field

May 11
May 20
May 29

FVAC Member Mtg
Fun-Fly –#1 Climb & Glide
St. Charles Memorial Day Parade

6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at Township Hall
1:00-3:00 FVAC Field
Time TBD

June 3
June 4
June 8
June 9
June 22-24
June 25

Rocket Fest & Kids Fly
Pig Roast & Fun-Fly
FVAC Member Mtg
2017 Media Day
2017 Windy City Warbirds & Classics
Open Fly – All Scale

FVAC Field
FVAC Field
6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at FVAC Field
9:00 am – 3:00 pm - FVAC Field
FVAC Field
FVAC Field

July 13
July 13
July 22

Retro Fly FVAC Member Mtg
FVAC Member Mtg.
Fun-Fly – #2 Whiﬄe Ball Touch & Go

2:00 pm at FVAC Field
6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at FVAC Field
1:00-3:00 FVAC Field

August 10
August 12
August 12

FVAC Member Mtg
Cub Fly – AMA Sanc[oned - Open
Night Fly – AMA Sanc[oned - Open

6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at FVAC Field
9:00 am – 8:00 pm - FVAC Field
8:00 pm – Midnight - FVAC Field

September 9 Fes[val of Flight
September 14 FVAC Member Mtg
September 16 Night Fly

FVAC Field
6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at Township Hall
9:00 pm FVAC Field

October 7
October 12
October 15

1:00 - 3:00 FVAC Field
6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at Township Hall
FVAC Field

Fun-Fly #3 - Bomb Drop w/Spot Landing
FVAC Member Mtg
Turkey Fry

November 9 FVAC Member Mtg

6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at Township Hall

December 1
December 7

6:00 Hilton Garden Inn - St. Charles
6:30 Rookies Sports Bar & Grill-St. Charles

Annual Christmas Party
Rookies Christmas Party
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The Flypaper is a monthly publication of:
The Fox Valley Aero Club
P.O. Box 837
St. Charles, IL 60174-0837

www.foxvalleyaero. com

An Illinois not-for-profit Corporation
The viewpoints in this newsletter are solely those
of the individual authors. They may not
necessarily represent those of the Editor, Officers,
Board or Membership of the Fox Valley Aero Club.

Interested in joining our club?? Go on to
foxvalleyaero.com and download the
FVAC New Membership Form.
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