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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

TREASURER’S REPORT

Alvin Cole

Paul Jacobs

president@foxvalleyaero.com

treasurer@foxvalleyaero.com
It’s finally here! Flying
season! We have made
great preparation and
the field is in great
shape. Thank you to all
that made that possible.

In my preparation for the
upcoming warbird event
I thought it would be
cool to fly in a full scale warbird. While vacationing in Florida I found a
warbird museum that also offered flights in a full scale Texan T-6. Wow
what an experience! Not only did I fly the airplane we did a few acrobatic
maneuvers. While in Florida I also did the unthinkable which has been a
bucket list item for me. I jumped from 14,000 ft. Yes I mean skydiving!
What an incredible experience it was. So I guess what they say about me
is true, "plane crazy".
Thank you to all that made our open house a success. This was a big
step on our road to being courteous.
See you at the
field.
- Alvin GP

I think Spring has finally arrived at
the FVAC as I see more and more
activity on the field cameras. It looks
like I may even get some flights in for
April. The annual trip to Toledo was a
lot of fun although I didn’t see any
new airplanes that had to follow me
home. Hobbico is coming out with a
35CC sized Citabria which should be
available around June 1 and looks like
a perfect fit for DA’s new 35CC engine.
The IMAC judging school hosted by
Doug Swanson and taught by Mike Karnes (IMAC NC Regional Director)
was a great success with a dozen students attending. Half of those were
FVAC members so our annual FVAC Challenge is on track to be better
than ever. Special thanks goes to Greg Bohler for providing the
classroom at the Batavia HS.
A big new item this month is the addition of the FVAC PayPal account
processing. With the help of Bob Mosinski, we now have a PayPal
account which deposits directly into the FVAC checking account at the
Harris Bank. Members and others can now pay their dues, assessments,
swap tables and more by using PayPal and sending their payments to
treasurer@foxvalleyaero.com . You can use your own PayPal account
balance or a credit card to process payments to the club. Of course we
will still accept checks sent to the P.O. Box 837 in St. Charles if you prefer
the old way.
Until next month,
Paul

NEW Great Planes Avistar Elite RTF 62.5"
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SAFETY CHAIRMAN’S MONTHLY TOPIC
Tom Siwek

Read More about Safety

safety@foxvalleyaero.com
“Rules, Rules, Rules…”
At the April general meeting, we
took the opportunity to review
the AMA Safety Code and the
FVAC field rules. In the interest
of time, we hit a few highlights
that our Secretary Dale expertly
summarized in his meeting
minutes.
Included in this month’s
Flypaper is the complete AMA
Safety Code, FVAC Field Rules as well as the AMA Turbine Rules. Please
take the opportunity to review these in full. In order for us to keep
everyone at the field safe, we must all know the rules (even the turbine
rules), be vigilant about identifying infractions and help our fellow
members practice the hobby in a safe manner. This all falls in line with
President Alvin’s mission of having a courteous, safe and fun
environment at the field.

* Page 19 - Tom's emphasized (paraphrased) AMA
and FVAC Field Rules
* Page 25 – 2014 Academy of Model Aeronautics
National Model Aircraft Safety Code
* Page 26 - FVAC Field Rules
* Page 27 - Gas turbine Safety regulations for
model aircraft

Estes Proto-X Nano Quadcopter UAV Drone RTF

May’s Topic – Safety and Best Practices when Flying at Events
Until then, stay safe.
Tom
The viewpoints in this newsletter are solely those of the individual authors.
They may not necessarily represent those of the Editor, Officers, Board or
Membership of the Fox Valley Aero Club.
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The Flypaper wants
YOU
For event coverage!
Write something up in
any format and submit it

3

SECRETARY’S REPORT
Dale Gathman
secretary@foxvalleyaero.com

Fox Valley Aero Club
Member Meeting Minutes
April 10, 2014 @ St. Charles
Township Hall
Photos by Doug Swanson

President Alvin Cole called the meeting to order at
7:32 pm and welcomed everyone. He announced
that yesterday was his five-year anniversary of
joining the club, and also his birthday. Alvin then
announced that Jason Boettcher has been
approved by the board, and has volunteered to
serve as our Flypaper editor, starting immediately.

Alvin Cole

Secretary Dale Gathman asked for any
additions or corrections to the March 13, 2014
Member Meeting Minutes. None were voiced.
John Fischer moved to accept the minutes as
presented. Mark Knoppkie seconded. Motion
passed unanimously.
Treasurer Paul Jacobs
reported that the
checkbook is in great
Dale Gathman
shape, the field rent
has been paid, and we
have enough to cover the field maintenance
budget.
Sal Perno moved to accept the
Treasurer’s report as presented, seconded by
Dave Murray. Motion passed unanimously.

Paul Jacobs

Safety Chairman Tom Siwek passed out copies of the FVAC Field Rules,
and the AMA Safety Code. He reviewed a few items that he felt were
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worthy of additional emphasis. He also
stated that he would publish all of these
rules, including the Turbine Rules, in the
upcoming May Flypaper. Tom encouraged
everyone to review the Turbine Rules even if
we don’t fly turbine aircraft, so that we can
keep a watch out for anyone who is not
following the rules and remind them of those
rules. A few of the AMA rules that Tom
emphasized (paraphrased) are shown on
page 19.

Tom Siwek

The requirement to display our AMA cards in the frequency box was
discussed. Mark Knoppkie recommended that we change the rule to
say that the AMA card must be displayed on the pilot’s person. Tom
finished by saying that the AMA rules, as well as a large AMA
membership manual are available on the AMA website. The manual
includes pretty much everything an AMA pilot needs to know. Alvin
Cole recommended that we get a laminated copy of the manual posted at
the field.
Alvin Cole thanked Tom Siwek for presenting this safety information to
us, and reiterated how important safety is. He mentioned an incident
where he was working with someone that was cutting something.
Because Tom had previously reminded us how important safety glasses
or goggles are, Alvin turned away from the work area because he did not
have safety glasses with him. Prior to Tom’s coverage of this issue, Alvin
would not have thought about it. The crowd expressed their
appreciation for Tom’s presentations with applause.
Membership Chairman Tom Flint announced
that last year the club had approximately 200
members. This year when Tom took a count, the
club membership was down about 20%, or 40
members. Tom sent out letters to those who
have not renewed their dues reminding them
that their flying privileges will be suspended. He
got a good response back, and many members
were very positive in letting him know that they
were going to pay their dues. Our membership is
4

starting to grow, and Tom would like to see it get back up to the 200
member figure. When talking to Al’s Hobby, they told Tom that our
club’s decline is not as great as it is in a lot of areas in the country.
Tom then asked if there were
any new members or guests
present.
John
Vagola
introduced himself. He said
that he has an LT40, which he
started flying last year. He
crashed a bunch of times, and
has rebuilt it. He is excited to
meet our members, and to go
out to the field and check out
John Vagola
Gary Kramer
our events. John is interested
in joining. Gary Kramer then
introduced himself. He is a helicopter pilot, and classifies himself as an
advanced beginner. He is also interested in the club. Welcome John and
Gary.
Alvin Cole next announced with a heavy heart that Tom Flint contacted
him and needs to resign as Membership Chairman as of tonight. Alvin
said that Tom has been doing a great job, especially when he tells his
stories for our enjoyment. Alvin asked anyone interested in the position
to see him following the meeting to discuss this very important position.
Field Chairman Mark Knoppkie announced that this weekend is the
field clean-up. Everyone should bring their
paint brushes and join the party. We will be
painting almost everything except the tables,
as we will be cleaning those. The workday will
start at 9:00 and probably take a couple of
hours. Tony Bahowick volunteered to bring
coffee and donuts. Mark
plans on driving the
poles for the events
along the side of the
runway now as the
ground is soft. Steve Baker has volunteered to
fix the sink holes before the Warbirds & Classics event. Karl Griesbaum

FVAC Flypaper – May 2014

will help him. Mark Knoppkie announced
that he is now a Contest Director. In the
process of getting certified, he had to learn
a lot of rules that he was unaware of.
Alvin Cole displayed a Fox Valley Aero Club
vinyl self-stick logo that can be mounted on
almost any smooth surface. Bob Mosinski
has these available for $10.00 each. They
are 5-7 year vinyl, and he has them in white
and black.

Bob Mosinski

Flypaper Editor - Dale Gathman announced that starting today, he no
longer will need to handle the Flypaper because
Jason Boettcher has accepted the position of
Flypaper Editor. Jason is set up to receive
submissions at newsletter@foxvalleyaero.com.
Jason asked that everyone get their submissions
in to him two weeks before the monthly meeting
so that he has time to compile the Flypaper
before the meeting each month. He said that it is
our newsletter, it is for the members, and he
asked that we keep submissions coming,
Dale Gathman
including photographs, stories, articles, what we
are building at home, etc. He looks forward to working on the Flypaper.
Welcome Jason.
Windy City Warbirds - John Fischer invited all to take more flyers,
available in three sizes, thanks to Todd
Culbertson. John reported that there have
been 1047 views on RC Flightdeck, and 28
pilots are signed up. We now have a food
vendor for the event. Tower Hobby has sent
some gift certificates for pilot prizes. A bunch
of our guys went to Toledo, where they talked
to numerous vendors and pilots. John got to
meet PJ Ash, thanks to Tom Siwek.
John Fischer
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Tom reported that PJ was profiled in last month’s Model
Airplane News. He is a Top Gun competitor, and told Tom
that he was looking for more events that were closer to him.
He may attend our event. PJ has created a group called
Warbird Alley, which is a group of pilots who fly warbirds
who will travel together to various shows around the country doing
demonstration flights and formation flying. He is going to talk to the
group and see if there is interest in the group coming to our event. PJ
said that if he can get enough of his group to attend, he would contact
Model Airplane News and see if they will send a reporter to cover our
event. Tom and John will keep in touch with him to determine whether
they will be coming. John then said that he sent emails to Peter
Goldsmith, Bill Brundle, and Matt Andren at Horizon. Both Bill and
Matt said that they plan to attend, and will be bringing a lot of the new
stuff from Horizon. John also met Brian Burkhart with Dynamic Balsa
who is located in the middle of Illinois. He also may come and possibly
bring a bunch of guys. Arthur Pesch of Hobbico said that he would send
our flyer around to the Hobbico guys. John encouraged Arthur to send
some representatives. Mitch Stott who owns ‘Down and Locked’, a
company that can convert Robart gear to electric, said he may come from
North Carolina. Mark Enderby from Balsa USA told John that there is a
good chance that Paul LeTourneau will attend. John also ran into Carl
Bachhuber who stated that he wants to try to make our event
successful. John Redman (who now owns Jetcat Central) and his son
plan to attend. John Fischer stated that he may have a mock-up of the
event T-Shirt for us to see at the next meeting. Tom Siwek announced
that the volunteer section of the event website on RC
Flightdeck is up and running. He encouraged the
members to sign-up for the volunteer spots which are
available. The volunteer areas available are Announcer,
Flight Line, Gate, Raffle, Registration, and Shirt/Hat Sales.
Cliff Fullhart is going to coordinate the
announcing. Sal Perno and Bob Mosinski
will coordinate the Flight Line. John said
that a poll in the most recent Model
Airplane News asked readers what type of
events they liked to attend. About 57% of
respondents listed Warbirds, Giant Scale and Classic events. About 4%
listed Jet events.
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Todd Culbertson has been enlisted to help get
the public to attend.
Todd is going to
participate in a Boy Scout science event at the
Kane County Fairgrounds a few weeks before
our Warbirds & Classics event. There will be
8000-10,000 people attending this Scout event,
and Todd plans to have some airplanes and
flyers there to spread the word about our
event. Todd is looking for volunteers to help
him at the Boy Scout event. Todd encouraged
everyone to take a bunch of flyers, and spread
them throughout our neighborhoods. John
Todd Culbertson
Fischer stated that many stores have public
posting areas available. Todd mentioned that all of the newspapers and
radio stations will be contacted about our event. We all need to do our
part to promote this event.

Ken Kaiser

Ken Kaiser officially introduced us
to Jeremy Dale, the new owner of
the St. Charles Hobbytown. Jeremy
stated that he has been doing this
for almost 20 years. He managed
the Rockford Hobbytown for 181/2 years. He invited everyone to
stop by the store, where he is
moving a lot of the toy stuff out and
moving in more of the hobby stuff.

Jeremy Dale

Fun Fly/Open House Organizer – Bob Boen stated that two weeks after
the field clean-up day, we are going to hold a
small impromptu open house at our field from
9:00 am till 5:00 pm. (April 26). There were 21
clubs targeted with email invitations. Of those,
seven expressed interest. We will allow any
pilot with a current AMA membership to fly at
our field that day. It is a non-structured fun-fly
type event, and Bob hopes that many of us show
up. He plans to pick up donuts and coffee in the
morning.
Bob Boen
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Dale Gathman showed a photo of Kevin
Kessler’s Cub, captured during a landing
approach. During the flight, Kevin’s wing
strut came loose from the attachment point
on the bottom of the fuselage, and it is
hanging in the breeze. Kevin managed a
successful landing with no damage.
Hearing no further business, President Alvin
Cole asked for a motion to adjourn. Sal Perno
moved and Dave Murray seconded. Motion
passed unanimously. The meeting was
adjourned at 8:50 pm.

mature. Nope and no! When the weather finally breaks and it’s time to
get back to the field to see your friends and fly again I still get excited
like a little kid. That’s how you know it’s a good thing you’re still in the
hobby.

Dale Gathman

Respectfully Submitted
Dale Gathman – Secretary FVAC

Alvin Cole announced that he had
the opportunity to go flying in a full
scale Cessna 172 at Aurora Airport
yesterday. He took his daughter
with, and they flew over his house.
He said he ‘had a blast’. The flight
was an introductory training flight.

FROM THE EDITOR
Jason Boettcher
newsletter@foxvalleyaero.com
Is it finally OK to put your winter flying hat away?
It has been cold almost all year up through the last
event in April including Bob Boen’s Open house,
read more about that event on page 11. Each year
when flying season comes around I think maybe
I’ll be a little less excited because I’m a year older and perhaps a bit more
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An opportunity opened for the Flypaper Editor and I thought that was
something I could take care of for our club. Being a member of FVAC has
truly enriched my social life and had a positive impact on my flying
skills. Doug really did a fantastic job as Editor and subsequently set the
bar high, and that’s a great thing. Thank you, Doug, for all the issues you
have cranked out over the past few years. The newsletter won’t be as
professional as when he was editor but that’s OK. Dale Gathman also did
a great job picking up the Flypaper for a while in addition to his
Secretary duties and all that picture taking and photo gifting he does.
Dale also migrated the newsletter over to Microsoft Word, which was
helpful. I’ll do the best I can with this adventure and look forward to
getting more involved in club activities. I volunteered to edit the
Flypaper through at least the end of this year.
Take note that this year Cindy mentioned this year’s Al’s helicopter funfly is going to be the last one. So don’t miss this event. 30 Years is a long
time … Thanks go to both Dennis and Cindy for all they do for FVAC.
This month unfortunately our work day at the field
and an IMAC judging seminar happened on the same
Saturday. Read more about the seminar on page 13.
This month I was able to attend and report on two
events which were the IMAC seminar and our Open House. Everybody’s
schedules get filled up quickly - especially in the summer months. So
when you attend an event please feel free to write something up – it
could be a single sentence or a report – and send it my way. The
Flypaper is also always looking for Pictures also, so send ‘em if you got
‘em!
The cover this month is meant to raise awareness about possible radio
interference. We will be talking more about this in the near future; it is a
real issue, the AMA has recognized it and you can see it on Youtube. I
hope you enjoy this issue and look forward to seeing you at the field. -JB
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SHOTS in the Air
Mariano Rosales's Tarot Multirotor
with GoPro

Kevin Kessler’s
Hangar 9 Super Cub 100”
With Zenoah 20
Landed Safe!

Dale Gathman's P-47

Brian Wituk Photo

Brian Wituk Photos

Dale Gathman Photo
Fred Nilles Eflite Carbon-Z Cub

Mark Beezhold's EXTRA 300

Brian Wituk Photo
Todd Culbertson's F-16

Ryan Stewart's Top-Flite Giant P-47

Todd Culbertson's
A-10

Brian Wituk Photo

Brian Wituk Photo

Brian Wituk Photo

Dale Gathman Photo
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Ryan Stewart's Sea Wind

Brian Wituk Photo
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SHOTS from the Field
Dan Vancura
Parkzone Habu

Mark Knoppkie
Evolution E777
77cc Radial
Running !

Doug Swanson
Aeroworks Extra 300, DLE111

With test stand
and Tachometer

Dale Gathman Photo
Dale Gathman Photo

Dale Gathman Photo

Mark Beezhold
HiTec Weekender Extra 300S

Brian Wituk
At Work With his
Nikon D300

Ryan Stewart, Great Planes
SeaWind with OS75

Dale Gathman Photo
Dale Gathman Photo
Orin Trademan
We have all ‘been there &

Dale Gathman Photo

Cliff Fullhart
Hangar 9 Piper Cub

Done that’, right ?

Todd Culbertson
EF16

Brian Wituk Photo
Dale Gathman Photo
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Dale Gathman Photo
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Jim Clousing Paints During Our
Field Clean Up Day

Dennis Smalley
Hangar 9 Frenzy with
E-Flite 110

Dennis Smalley and Tom Siwek with their
Hanger Nine pulses

Electric
&
Glow

Dale Gathman Photo

Cliff Fullhart
Hangar 9 SNJ
John Turner Photo
John Turner Photo

Ryan Stewart’s Top-Flite Giant P-47

Brian Wituk Photo
Prospective new member
Gary Shakin with his
Flyzone Cessna
Corvalis; Spektrum
DX6i radio
In training with Dan Compton

Dan Compton
Dynam Peaks

Dale Gathman Photo
John Fischer
Parkzone
F4F Wildcat

Orin Trademan
Parkzone Visionaire.

Extreme 3D Plane

Dale Gathman Photo

Doug Swanson
Photos
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Dale
Gathman
Photo

Dale Gathman Photo
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I received a number of Thank-You emails
from some of the outside club members,
expressing their thanks for holding the
event, and letting us know how much they
liked our facilities at the field. I will be
getting back to these folks via email with my
own "Thank you" for their participation.
I would be very interested in feedback from
the FVAC members who attended as to their
thoughts on the event, and if we ever should
do it again.
-Bob Boen

Dale Gathman Photo

Open House
By Bob Boen
In spite of the high winds, and cool
temperature (50 to 55 degrees) we
had a fairly good turnout with
approximately 30 to 35 FVAC
members (both flyers and spectators)
cycling through the event during the
course of the day, with the Jet
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contingent coming in and flying during the mid to late afternoon.
Of the outside local area clubs that were invited, we had 8 AMA
members representing 3 other clubs (Suburban RC
Barnstomers, Propmasters and Tri-Village RCers) that signed
into the participation list as flyers. We also had an equal number
of people from these clubs that showed up just to check out the
field and talk to us, but decided not to fly because of the
weather conditions.
Regardless of the wind and weather, all the donuts and coffee
were gone by mid-afternoon, so by that measure at least, I
would say we had a successful event.
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On Saturday, April 26 we hosted an
Open House.

Nick's Russian
Eurofighter

We had 16 AMA
guest pilots attend
from 3 local clubs

Brian Wituk Photo

Enjoying the Morning, left to right, is Joe Pedone,
Sal Perno, Ernie Blenkle, Doug Penny, Steve Thill,
and Dale Gathman.

Jason Boettcher Photo
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JT Assists

Doug Penney Photo

Doug Swanson Photo

12

Sebatian's Eurofighter

Bob Mosinski,
Propmasters
President,
tunes his Engine

Doug Swanson Photo

Brian Wituk Photo

Karl Griesbaum, Dave Cotton,
Sal Perno
Doug Swanson Photo
Dale Gathman Photo

Doug Penney flys
with Jason Boettcher

Steve Thill
Photo

Joe Pedone, Dave Brustle,
& Man's Best Friend!

Ernie Blenkle’s Extreme Flight MXS 01 ‘Sprains an ankle’
on landing after flying Anything but straight and level
Doug Penney Photo
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On Saturday, April 12 we had about one dozen students including several from our own club attend
an IMAC judging seminar at Batavia high school from 8 AM to 5 PM. Then, on Sunday, we met at
our field to apply what we learned. Once again, Doug helped out by flying some sequences so we
could judge the elements in the figures he flew. As a reward for his efforts we all had to tell him
what we thought he ‘did incorrectly’.
Ron Freeman also flew for us, and he
too was rewarded with heckling in the
form of hearing what he didn’t do
exactly correct.
Mike Karnes, who is IMAC’s North
Central Regional Director drove up
from Indianapolis to teach the class.
Special thanks go to members Doug
Swanson and Greg Bohler. Doug set
the class up and brought in
refreshments & lunch. Greg got us
into a very well appointed classroom
at the high school free of charge. Being
a Superintendent has its advantages!
Jason Boettcher Photo

At School in IMAC judging Class, above
Mel Ziska observes club
members at the day of
work during the Judging
Seminar registration, right.
President Alvin Cole drops
in after attending the Day
at Work to say hello, left.

Jason Boettcher Photo

Dale Gathman takes a break
from photography while Doug
fires up his Extra 300, right. Lou
Matuska called for Doug during
our practical.

FVAC Fly
paper
– May 2014
Jason
Boettcher Photo

Jason Boettcher Photo
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If you have ever
been interested
in IMAC be sure
to give it a try. I
can say that for
me it was a
‘Game Changer’
in how
enjoyable our
hobby can be

-JB

Dale Gathman Photos

Paul Jacobs and others await the next round of flying while (inset) Doug gets ready
to fly another demonstration, Lou Matuska secures the plane and calls.

Clear for Takeoff !

iPhone Photo
JT goofs around In San Diego

William Mark Flying Clownfish Air Swimmer 54"
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SHOW AND TELL
Article Text by Dale Gathman from Secretary’s Report
Photos by Doug Swanson

Sal Perno

Sal Perno displayed his Beechcraft Bonanza, which he modified to include more
realistic lighting. Greg Wright helped Sal and John Fischer fabricate wingtip
lenses that fit perfectly flush. Sal 3-D printed an insert that goes inside the
lenses and replicates the full scale Beechcraft light. Sal also installed landing
lights and tail lights. He then turned the lights on to show us how they looked.
With a strobe and marker lights, they looked great. Sal then showed the small
E-Flite LED control he used, which can control 14 LEDs. Sal next showed a new
LiPo glow driver that Jeremy from Hobbytown turned him on to. It has a
conduction light on top to prove good contact. It is available for $26.99.
Dave Murray displayed his new Hangar 9 B-25 bomber. It is now finished,
but Dave is missing the window ‘cage’ that goes on the nose. Joe Pedone told
Dave that he has one. Dave put the plane on a 14 channel radio. He had one
chrome spinner and one black spinner, and he took a vote to see which one
the members liked best. The chrome won out. Dave said he has independent
controls on everything. The plane has Robart retractable landing gear. The
motors are the Evolution 36 size.

Sal Perno
Steve Baker

Steve Baker displayed his Seagull Christen Husky airplane, with floats
mounted. Steve said that he has always wanted to try float flying. He belongs
to the RC Dusters club down in Sandwich, and there are a small group of guys
that go float flying every year down at Depue and Starved Rock on the Illinois
River. This year he will join them. The floats are sold separate from the
plane. Steve mounted a Saito 100 engine. He also installed lights, which he
demonstrated to the group. It also has flaps which he demonstrated. Steve
Dave Murray
plans to learn to fly the plane with wheels, and then switch to the floats. He
mounted the engine rotated on an angle, which made it fit better than
mounting it straight up like the instructions recommended.
John Turner displayed his new Great Planes Cirrus SR22T. Dave Cotton won this plane at the Christmas Party
raffle with one ticket. JT bought the plane from Dave at the swap meet. He converted it to electric, and he
installed a Rimfire 55 motor with a Castle Creations 60 ESC. It has flaps and lights. JT still needs to get the battery,
which will be a 3300 mAh 22.2v LiPo. He says “it ought to be a screamer”.
John Turner
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Tom Spriet showed us his Giant Big Stick, which he won at the Christmas party
raffle. Tom said that about ten years ago, he used to have a slow stick. He then
showed us one of his old engines, a Cox .010 size. He said that he did transition a
little to the new engine in the Giant Big Stick. Tom mentioned to all the members
who did not attend the Christmas Party that they ‘could’ have won this plane. In
honor of Paul Jacob’s ‘Klotz’ Stick, which is covered in Klotz stickers, Tom
attached a Klotz sticker to the underside of the horizontal stabilizer. Tom
mounted a DLE30 engine, seven servos, and an optical kill in the plane. He is
looking forward to flying it soon.

Tom Spriet
Tom explains the Phenomena of
Spinner size increasing over time,
inset

Jim Clausing presented his new Senior Telemaster ARF. He said he got rid of the
Jim Clousing
rubber band wing attachments, and bolted the wings on instead. He installed
DuBro tundra tires. It has a 90 engine which he got on EBay. He installed flaps
by splitting the ailerons and adding servo bays for them. He revised the strut attachments, which weren’t very good
as built. He added landing gear covers to dress it up.
Kevin Kessler showed his latest acquisition, an RC Guys Cessna Ag Wagon. He will fly it with a JR 12X radio. He
installed a new Zenoah G45 engine, and he thanked Sal Perno and John Fischer for helping him break it in. He went
out to the field today and flew it for the first time. Kevin thanked Steve Baker for helping him get it in the air. Kevin
said that the only problem with it is that the covering cannot handle much heat. He had to set his iron at the lowest
setting, or the covering just disappeared. Kevin then showed us that he installed a LiPo battery in his 12X
transmitter, through the use of some diodes. Kevin plans on bringing this ‘classic’ plane to the Warbirds & Classics
event.

Kevin Kessler

Dennis McFarlane showed us a USB phone charger, and explained that it can be used to wall charge our small
batteries that charge off of USB. He then showed us the ‘Anti-Thesis’ of all the other airplanes here tonight. It is a
Factor 3D. It is about the same size as Sal’s Bonanza, but only weighs 28 ounces. It is fully
3D capable and ultra lightweight. The plane manufacturer even used clear monokote to
save weight. It uses a 2200 3S 45C LiPo. Dennis says it should be an extreme performer.

Dennis McFarlane
UMX Habu 180 DF BNF Basic with AS3X Technology, not part of show and tell.

Dennis McFarlane
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Mark Knoppkie displayed his new Hangar 9 De Havilland DHC-2 33cc Beaver. It has a 110” wingspan. He said that he
was looking for something ‘different’, and he had already done the Cub thing in the past. Dale Gathman told him about
the great looking Beaver that Horizon just came out with, and when Mark looked at it, it just screamed ‘radial engine’.
After looking into which engine to get, Mark called John Redman for advice. John told him the 33cc radial would not be
enough, and the new Evolution 77cc radial would be a better choice. Due to the size and weight, Mark had doubts about
trying to mount that motor in the Beaver. While on the Flying Giants website, Mark came across a step-by-step
explanation on how to mount the 77cc radial in the Beaver, so he decided to take the plunge. He had to cut the firewall
off and move it back 1-1/4 inches. Mark is installing lights, which he obtained from East Coast Heli. The controller can
handle 17 lights. At this time, Mark plans on nine or ten lights. The landing lights he has on
order are extremely bright. The Evolution radial runs like a ‘Swiss watch’ and Mark has about
an hour of run time on the engine at this point. Mark had to borrow Tony Sokol’s geared down
starter to get the engine started. The engine is the Evolution E777, which peaked Dave
Murray’s interest as he is a 777 pilot.

Can you guess who this license plate
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…. Continued from Page 3

A few of the AMA rules that Tom emphasized (paraphrased) were:






Every aircraft must have, either inside or outside, the owner’s name, address, and AMA number attached.
No pilot should operate a model aircraft while under the influence of alcohol or any drug that could adversely affect their ability to
safely control the aircraft. He reminded us to give some thought to prescription drugs that we may be taking that could adversely
affect us.
Only aircraft that have been fully tested and fully capable should be flown at AMA sanctioned events. Also, only pilots capable of
safely performing their planned flight routine should fly at these events.
A successful radio equipment ground check in accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendation shall be completed before
the first flight of a new or repaired model aircraft. Tom recommended that we expand this requirement to include the first flight of
the year each year for all of our aircraft.
In order to comply with the AMA requirement that aircraft not be flown closed than 25 feet to any individual except the pilot and
his helper, we should adhere to our rule that any low passes must be to the south of the centerline of the runway.

The FVAC Field Rules emphasized (paraphrased) were:









Make sure that we do not fly at the field without a current AMA membership.
We need to fly from the flight stations, and should have our AMA card posted in the frequency box.
Flying north of the runway is prohibited. Also, we need to be mindful of the east and west boundaries.
Caution must be exercised in the pits, especially when taxiing.
Tom recommended that pilots who are breaking in new engines should not break them in on the tables, but rather take their
aircraft or engine down towards the west fence line so as not to distract the pilots who are flying.
All individuals in the pits need to stay behind the prop area once the engine is started, in case the prop departs the plane.
Helicopters are permitted to fly in the flight path while airplanes are flying as long as they stay in the flight pattern. If helicopter
pilots want to perform trick flying while airplanes are flying, they need to fly at the grass area to the north-west of the fence line.
Turbine pilots must have a turbine waiver to fly their turbine solo.
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ShoT of the Month

Kevin Kessler’s Cub, captured during a landing
approach. During the flight, Kevin’s wing strut
came loose from the attachment point on the
bottom of the fuselage, and it is hanging in the
breeze. Kevin managed a successful landing
with no damage!
Dale Gathman photo
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Academy of Model Aeronautics National Model Aircraft Safety Code
Effective January 1, 2014
GENERAL: A model aircraft is a non-human-carrying aircraft capable of sustained flight in the atmosphere. It may not exceed limitations of this code and is
intended exclusively for sport, recreation, education and/or competition. All model flights must be conducted in accordance with this safety code and any
additional rules specific to the flying site.
1.
Model aircraft will not be flown:
(a) In a careless or reckless manner.
(b) At a location where model aircraft activities are prohibited.

A.

2. Model aircraft pilots will:
(a) Yield the right of way to all human-carrying aircraft.
(b) See and avoid all aircraft and a spotter must be used when appropriate. (AMA Document #540-D.)
(c) Not fly higher than approximately 400 feet above ground level within three (3) miles of an airport without notifying the airport operator.
(d) Not interfere with operations and traffic patterns at any airport, heliport or seaplane base except where there is a mixed use agreement.
(e) Not exceed a takeoff weight, including fuel, of 55 pounds unless in compliance with the AMA Large Model Airplane program. (AMA Document 520-A.)
(f) Ensure the aircraft is identified with the name and address or AMA number of the owner on the inside or affixed to the outside of the model aircraft. (This does not apply to
model aircraft flown indoors.)
(g) Not operate aircraft with metal-blade propellers or with gaseous boosts except for helicopters operated under the provisions of AMA Document #555.
(h) Not operate model aircraft while under the influence of alcohol or while using any drug that could adversely affect the pilot’s ability to safely control the model.
(i) Not operate model aircraft carrying pyrotechnic devices that explode or burn, or any device which propels a projectile or drops any object that creates a hazard to persons
or property. Exceptions: x Free Flight fuses or devices that burn producing smoke and are securely attached to the model aircraft during flight. x Rocket motors (using solid
propellant) up to a G-series size may be used provided they remain attached to the model during flight. Model rockets may
be flown in accordance with the National Model Rocketry Safety Code but may not be launched from model aircraft. x Officially designated AMA Air Show Teams (AST) are
authorized to use devices and practices as defined within the Team AMA Program Document. (AMA Document #718.)
(j) Not operate a turbine-powered aircraft, unless in compliance with the AMA turbine regulations. (AMA Document #510-A.)
3. Model aircraft will not be flown in AMA sanctioned events, air shows or model demonstrations unless:
(a) The aircraft, control system and pilot skills have successfully demonstrated all maneuvers intended or anticipated prior to the specific event.
(b) An inexperienced pilot is assisted by an experienced pilot.
4. When and where required by rule, helmets must be properly worn and fastened. They must be OSHA, DOT, ANSI, SNELL or NOCSAE approved or comply with
comparable standards.
B. RADIO CONTROL (RC)
1. All pilots shall avoid flying directly over unprotected people, vessels, vehicles or structures and shall avoid endangerment of life and property of others.
2. A successful radio equipment ground-range check in accordance with manufacturer’s recommendations will be completed before the first flight of a new or repaired model
aircraft.
3. At all flying sites a safety line(s) must be established in front of which all flying takes place. (AMA Document #706.)
(a) Only personnel associated with flying the model aircraft are allowed at or in front of the safety line.
(b) At air shows or demonstrations, a straight safety line must be established.
(c) An area away from the safety line must be maintained for spectators.
(d) Intentional flying behind the safety line is prohibited.
4. RC model aircraft must use the radio-control frequencies currently allowed by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). Only individuals properly licensed by the
FCC are authorized to operate equipment on Amateur Band frequencies.
5. RC model aircraft will not knowingly operate within three (3) miles of any pre-existing flying site without a frequency-management agreement. (AMA Documents #922 and
#923.)
6. With the exception of events flown under official AMA Competition Regulations, excluding takeoff and landing, no powered model may be flown outdoors closer than 25
feet to any individual, except for the pilot and the pilot's helper(s) located at the flightline.
7. Under no circumstances may a pilot or other person touch an outdoor model aircraft in flight while it is still under power, except to divert it from striking an individual.
8. RC night flying requires a lighting system providing the pilot with a clear view of the model’s attitude and orientation at all times. Hand-held illumination systems are
inadequate for night flying operations.
9. The pilot of an RC model aircraft shall:
(a) Maintain control during the entire flight, maintaining visual contact without enhancement other than by corrective lenses prescribed for the pilot.
(b) Fly using the assistance of a camera or First-Person View (FPV) only in accordance with the procedures outlined in AMA Document #550.
(c) Fly using the assistance of autopilot or stabilization system only in accordance with the procedures outlined in AMA Document #560.
C. FREE FLIGHT
1
Must be at least 100 feet downwind of spectators and automobile parking when the model aircraft is launched.
2
Launch area must be clear of all individuals except mechanics, officials, and other fliers.
3
An effective device will be used to extinguish any fuse on the model aircraft after the fuse has completed its function.
D. CONTROL LINE
1
The complete control system (including the safety thong where applicable) must have an inspection and pull test prior to flying.
2
The pull test will be in accordance with the current Competition Regulations for the applicable model aircraft category.
3
Model aircraft not fitting a specific category shall use those pull-test requirements as indicated for Control Line Precision Aerobatics.
4
The flying area must be clear of all utility wires or poles and a model aircraft will not be flown closer than 50 feet to any above-ground electric utility lines.
5
The flying area must be clear of all nonessential participants and spectators before the engine is started.
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Academy of Model Aeronautics
5161 East Memorial Drive
Muncie, Indiana 47302
(765) 287-1256 – Business
(765) 289-4248 – Fax
(800) 435-9262 – Membership Services http://www.modelaircraft.org

SAFETY REGULATIONS FOR MODEL AIRCRAFT POWERED BY GAS TURBINES
Approved by the AMA Executive Council (EC) on April 27, 1996, at
the Board of Directors meeting
amended by EC on April 9, 2011… (noted in bold)
It’s the flyers responsibility to comply and the CD’s responsibility to enforce these regulations!
All items apply to all configurations unless otherwise stated!
EFFECTIVE April 9, 2011
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