
Member Spotlight!  
Greg Wright 
This month I wanted to 
take this spot on the 
front page to recognize 
FVAC member, Greg 
Wright. He is one of our 
most dedicated R/C 
guys who flies Foamies, 
War birds, Big Yaks, 
High Level Electrics 
(pictured above) and 

now Turbine Jets. Greg 
has been a member of 
the FVAC club for 
several years and has 
been working very hard 
down in Winamac, IN 
with Tim Redelman to 
fly these jets not only 
successfully, but with 
precision of high level 
pilots. This weekend at 
Winamac Greg also 

demonstrated all the 
requirements, and then 
some to Tim and I to 
achieve his turbine 
waiver flying his BVM 
Bandit! So when you 
see Greg…Tell him 
Congratulations!

Oh Yeah….Greg is also 
an AWESOME Cook!!!
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MISSION ACCOM-
PLISHED
I hope that everyone has 
enjoyed their summer 
thus far and has found 
adequate time to get 
some flying in.  As we 
reach the mid-point of 
2010, I think we can say 
that the club's in great 
shape.  We're financially 
sound, we continue to 
have a steady stream of 
new members, the events 
that have taken place to 
date have been successful 
and the field's looking 
great.  Further, our most 
major facility improve-
ment, the "Juice Bar," has 
been well received fully 
utilized.

Even though the 
economy has been a bit 
perilous over the last 
year, there are plenty of 
new planes showing up at 
the field.  I continue to be 
amazed at the variety and 
creativity that's going 
into these projects.  Some 
of you have been quite 
resourceful, finding 
bargains and second-hand 
offerings and bringing 
them back to life.  

The technology in our 
hobby products continues 
to progress at an amazing 
speed.  More and more 
gas engines, with increas-
ingly small displacement 
and weight, continue to 
hit the marketplace.  

Magnum engines released 
a .52ci 2-stroke gas 
engine this year that 
weighs in at 23 oz with 
the ignition.  The engine 
can turn a 13x8 prop at 
9000 rpm.  And it retails 
for $199.  This could be a 
realistic option for those 
who prefer 40-sized 
planes but would gladly 
trade high cost glow fuel 
for the economy and fuel 
efficiency of a gas 
engine.  

Telemetry seems to be the 
future with our radio 
systems.  Hitec released a 
9 channel last year with 
telemetry capabilities and 
Sprektrum announced a 
new 8 channel radio last 
week that also has 
integral telemetry capa-
bilities.  With these 
radios, you're able to 
monitor receiver battery 
voltage, engine tempera-
ture, engine RPM and 
signal quality to the 
receiver among other 
parameters.  I suspect the 
possibilities are endless 
of these systems.  
Another great feature to 
newer radios is remov-
able media.  This will 
render the question of 
"how many model 
programs will the radio 
store," meaningless.  
With the purchase of 
what is now low-cost SD 
memory cards, you can 
store programming for an 

infinite number of 
models.  Of greater 
importance, you can 
back-up these files on 
your computer.  No more 
lost model programs.  
You can also transfer 
programs from one radio 
to another, assuming 
radio #2 accepts an SD 
card.  Want to share a 
set-up with a fellow club 
member or the new 
owner of one of your 
models - no problem.

Speaking of new things 
to look forward to, we 
have our biggest event of 
the year coming up - the 
Festival of Flight.  I hope 
that everyone can come 
out to help with the 
event, fly, or better yet, 
do both!  We should have 
the same great variety 
and turnout we've had in 
past years and it's always 
rewarding to put on a 
great show for the 
public.  We want to show 
them that the land they 
make available to us is 
put to good use and that 
our club is a positive for 
the community.

I wish you all a great 
July and hope you burn a 
ton of fuel!

Ciao for now,
Tom

Vice President Message
Tom Siwek – tsiwek@sbcglobal.net

 

“plenty of new planes 
showing up at the field”



I hope everyone had a 
safe and happy 4th of 
July... I spent mine up in 
Eagle River Wisconsin.. 
stayed at the in-laws 
cabin... which by the 
way is the only way to 
own a cabin... by letting  
someone else own it and 
you just swoop in and 
use it!... Perfect!... 
ahhhh! I did bring up 
my little Trex 450 heli to 
fly but the winds were 
non stop so I did not get 
a chance to do that.. 
luckily I brought my 
laptop and simulator... 
practiced my 4 point 
rolls that some day I will 
get the courage to try for 
real.  I spent some time 
this last Sunday at the 
field and I have to say 
we will probably start 
referring to it as “Black 
Sunday”... the carnage 
was very high.. a couple 
of mid-airs, a couple of 
possible battery failures.  
I happened to be the 
spotter for Tom Spriet 
when his Biplane 
became unresponsive... I 
can attest the plane just 
went in... as we were 
walking to pick up the 
pieces Tom was pretty 
calm and even used my 
line “your results may 
very” to describe the 
crash... My condolences 
Tom.. at least she went 
out doing what she 
loved to do... Flying!

So after witnessing 
several of these 
mishaps.. I look at my 
Yak all fueled up and I 
start to think... I may 
just take the fuel out and 
call it a day... why press 
my luck right?
So I am flying my 
plane... No... it is ok... 
with all that has 
happened the skies 
became pretty empty... 
the bad karma had 
passed... I plow through 
a couple more tanks of 
gas before I have to 
pack it in and go home 
to make the wife 
dinner... no laffin.. 
Well I come to find out 
that after I left.. more 
carnage ensued, two 
more big planes got 
together in the same 

airspace... the bad JuJu 
had not yet left the field!
So the next time I come 
out to the field to fly I 
am going to bring my 
lucky rabbit foot... wear 
my lucky underwear, 
hop on one foot back-
wards for 5 feet then 
touch your nose... but I 
am not superstitious or 
anything.

Remember... I can’t do 
this alone! I need 
content from the club... 
Hints and Tips, Pilot 
Projects, Workshop 
pics..and so on!

Till next time...keep the 
spinning things out of 
the dirt

Rich

Fly Paper Editor note
Rich Erikson– newsletter@fvac.com

“we will probably start 
referring to it as Black 
Sunday”

“You must plan your crash events with recovery in mind.
A small little area to tidy up tha’s not in the weeds or corn”
Tom Spriet



It seems the summer-
time is flying by more 
than my time on the 
flight line. The good 
news is the club 
treasury remains strong 
as we have had a bunch 
of new members sign 
up and the expenses are 
keeping within the 
budget. 

Last month I mentioned 
my DA 100 blew a 
cylinder and was sent 
back to Arizona. I got it 
back and it is now 
reinstalled in the Extra 
and ready for IMAC 
practice and the contest 
is only a month away. 
DA has great customer 
service as they replaced 
almost everything but 
the case and right 
cylinder…all at no 
charge. The bad news is 
the break-in starts all 
over with the new 
pistons, rods and crank-
shaft. 

More good news this 
month was the arrival of 
Dominic on the flight 
line with his JR 12x on 
single stick. He even got 
to fly his 100cc Yak and 
hopefully is back to stay. 
Another face returning to 
the field is Tony Sokol 

who showed up for a 
surprise visit last week. 
Tony says he is still a 
little weak but getting 
better everyday and 
hopes to be flying soon. I 
haven’t heard from Al 
Zabel lately but he too 
should be out of physical 
therapy and back to the 
field soon.

I hope every member 
comes to the Festival of 
Flight and brings some-
thing to fly, volunteers 
some time for Armin, or 
just to have a good time 
for a few days. 

Until next month,
Paul

Treasurer’s Report
Paul Jacobs – paul_jacobs@att.net

“summertime is flying by 
more than my time on the 
flight line”

He’s back... Looking good Al.



Secretary’s Report
Tom Spriet – tom@etglass.com

“Just the facts...
 as I remember them”

Fox Valley Aero Club General Meeting Minutes
June 10th, 2010 @ Township Hall

President Jeff Anderson  called the meeting to order at  8 ish P.M. 
Please do not fly anything loud prior to 8:00am.  Use discretion in what you fly at what 
time of day..  We do not want to lose the field by making the neighbors angry from early 
morning noise! 

Secretary Thomas Spriet: Nothing to add this evening

Treasurer Paul Jacobs:
Reported positive balance in the club treasury,  Short and to the point.

Field Chairman Greg Bohler: If something requires fixing or repair or adjustment..  I would 
like advanced notice by either a email or a phone call in advance. This is my hobby also, I 
like to come out here and fly too!  

David Todd: We are looking into the flooding of the field that may be caused from the gun 
range burm.  Exploration will be happing late summer to early fall. We are hoping that the 
city will be fronting the cost of repairs.

Kids Day Armin Weber:  We will be having our annual kids day and start the setup between 
7:30 and 8:00 am. We have quite a few pilots signed up but if you have a trainer and buddy 
box please come out.  Wear your yellow shirts.  We have noon time demos set up but bring 
out your big stuff to show off.

Flypaper:  Rich Erikson:  We need content. pictures, tips and tricks. Workshop photo's..

Rusty Dose stood up and thanked the club for allowing him to have his event this year.  It 
was a great success!!

AL Smith:  Al's event this year is  23rd,24th and 25th at Rockford.  I will be having my 
60% extra 260 with an 18 ft wingspan.  It also has a 3W 342cc 100 fuel and 50oz smoke.  
Last year we had 3 at our event so please come out and support our event. 
Membership Sal Perno:
New members:

John Caras
Carter Miner 

President Jeff Anderson adjourned the meeting @ 8:26 P.M.

.



Last Christmas my Wife 
and  lovely daughters 
came up with the idea to 
give me a ride in a high 
performance aircraft..  
The choices were an 
Extra 300 or the nostalgic 
T-6 /  SNJ.  Without 
hesitation I choose the 
SNJ!!  Considering most 
of our military pilots used 
this vehicle to learn in it 
was a no brainer for 
me!!!

So here we go with : 
Gauntlet Warbirds from 
the Aurora Airport...

The PIC ( Pilot In Com-
mand) for this adventure 
was Greg Morris.
Greg started the day with 
the question of what do 
you want to do today?  
We briefly discussed pilot 
experience and proceeded 
with the game plan or 
flight plan if you will. He 
then said that through the 
flight he would be asking 
me of my physical well 
being or state with 100% 
being the starting point. 
Considering we would be 
doing other than straight 
and level flight, the 
possibility of nausea was 
a real concern.  I have 
been in a plane before 
when my passenger got 
sick…  Not a pretty 
sight!! Anyway...
 
On a beautiful Sunday 
morning and after a 
runway 33 departure to 
the North east, here is 

how it went.  We Started 
off by visiting the Fox 
Valley RC Field.  After a 
few steep turns to get the 
feel for the aircraft in a 
45 degree bank we 
departed to the south-
west. We then went to 
their practice area and 
about 7000 ft.  By the 
way, from 800ft after 
takeoff until short 
approach for landing it 
was my bird..  What a 
hoot!!  Kinda like riding 
a bike, the area was still 
familiar, with all the 
landmarks still etched in 
my brain from 3000 hrs 
of flying over it. Anyway, 
after a couple of 45 
degree turns right and 
then left to clear the area, 
the fun began with a 
Chandell,  kinda tame but 
then i was a new guy.
 
We started off with an 
aileron roll to the left 
followed by another.  Of 
course I had to try the 
right as well..  The PIC 
asked how I was doing..  
Thumbs up..  Still at 
100%. The next maneu-
vers were (3) loops...  
Thumbs up back here!!
 Next was a 1/2 cuban 
eight, several of them...  
Again the question?  I 
said well not 100% 
anymore...  Now at 120% 
!!   Wahoo! What a ride..  
I asked him?  and you 
gotta do this every day 
for work?
Next up was a barrel 
roll..  A couple of them..  

Left then right.. !!!!  The 
question came again... 
guess he doesn't like to 
clean up puke!  .  Doing 
fine now at 130% of 
normal!!  He asked, " 
And the last time you 
flew was in 84?"  Very 
cool The conclusion was 
a 4 point roll !!!!!! The 
fun meter got pegged at 
135%!!!  Funtime was 
almost over, it was back 
to the airport.  Damn time 
flys when your having 
fun!!
 
We went back to the 
aurora airport and with a 
high break coming from 
the east the airplane was 
again his.  Nothing but 
fun!!!
 
What fun..  You should 
give it a try.  I think my 
face is gonna hurt for a 
week from smiling!!! 
Take a look at the site:
 
http://www.gauntletwarbi
rds.com/rides.html
  
Tom Spriet

                                                                                                                            

Tom Spriet goes for a ride!

“What fun..  You should 
give it a try.  I think my 
face is gonna hurt for a 
week from smiling!!!”



July 15 – 18

Wow it’s already July, and time for the Festival of Flight. I personally look forward 
to this event each year because of the variety of models that show up.  I enjoy 
seeing the different models, watching them fly, and talking with the modelers.  
John Redman and David Payne from Horizon Hobbies will join us again.  Quique 
Somenzini and Mike McConville may be attending as well. These guys are great 
pilots, fun to talk to, and passionate about the hobby.   

The great thing about this event is it encourages the membership to bring their 
models out and fly.  It doesn’t matter if you fly airplanes, helicopters, jets, gas, 
electric, big or small, bring your models out and fly. Or, if you’re not comfortable 
flying, then bring your models for display.  We want airplanes in the air as much as 
possible.  

On Sunday (weather permitting) we plan to have several custom cars on display, 
they will be displayed behind the pavilion, on the perimeter of the grassy area, by 
the barns.  The members can still park in the center of the area behind the pavilion, 
but the area in front of the barns will be reserved for the custom car display.  

We need people to help with registration, parking, gate, flight line, and raffles.  
Come out early, bring your planes, and don’t forget to wear your yellow shirt.  

Armin

Festival of Flight!

Some Pics from Armin’’s last successful event.... Kids Day!



Currently there is only 
flying going on at the 
field.  I bet you are all 
relieved to hear that.  
The field is in good 
shape.  We have 
survived several events 
and the field held up 
well.  The Juice Bar is 
performing as expected.  
We have learned that 
there are limits to what 

can be plugged in while 
the Juice Bar is operat-
ing at capacity.  Please 
remember to use 
common sense when 
attempting to plug in 
just one more item.
     We will put up the 
barrier ropes for the 
Festival of flight next 
week.  Other than that 
we really have no other 

work that will need to be 
done this year for 
preparation.  Porta 
potties and a bigger 
dumpster will be deliv-
ered next week.
     With that modest 
report, all that is left is 
to fly and have a good 
time.
See you at the field,
Greg Bohler

Field Chairman’s Report
Greg Bohler – sbcglobal.net

“all that is left is to fly 
and have a good time”

 



The membership train 
has a full head of steam 
( wait, that's a model 
railroad term , well you 
get the idea). The club 
would like to  welcome: 

John Carus
Karter Leiner
Paul Makowski
Brandon Makowski
Peter Heinlein 
Jason Flowers

I hope to see all of you 
and your families at the 
field. Again welcome to 
the Fox Valley family

Membership Chairman’s Report
Sal Perno - thepernos@yahoo.com                                                                                 

“wait, thats a model 
railroad term”

It’s Big..It’s Bad... and it has flown... Jeff Anderson and his Gee Bee R-3
Tooooo coool!



Kevin Kessler has been 
to the field on a regular 
basis recently and has 
flown his Cub many 
times. Kevin had a little 
mishap but in a short 
while he had repairs 
made and is back flying 
again. Kevin has 
returned from a short 
respite(16 years) from 
the hobby. Welcome 
back Kevin.
 
Mark Dolan has been a 
regular at the field and 
has earned his 'Solo' 
certificate. Congratula-
tions Mark!
 
Kyle Ingraham joined 
the FVAC in January 
and has flown on the 

buddy cord with Cliff 
Fullhart and me many 
time this spring and 
summer. Kyle has 
progressed very fat and I 
am happy to say that he 
Soloed on July 6, 2010. 
Kyle makes the cross-
wind takeoff and land-
ings look very easy. 
Congratulations Kyle!
 
Peter Heinlein has been 
flying an electric of his 
own design. Peter plans 
to design some more 
airplanes in the future.
To make life a bit easier 
for Peter, I had him fly 
with me using the buddy 
box. Peter had some 
experience with flying 
before joining the 

FVAC, but after several 
flights with me, he has 
learned to take off and 
land much better. Wel-
come to the Fox Valley 
Aero Club!
 
Connor Wettel has 
flown several time this 
year and is making great 
progress.
 
We hope to see more of 
these guys at the field in 
the future.  
 
Dan Compton

 
Dan Compton
FVAC - Chief Flight 
Instructor
630-664-6426

Chief Flight Instructor’s Report
Dan Compton – trainu2fly@comcast.net

“Kyle makes the cross-
wind takeoff and land-
ings look very easy. 
Congratulations Kyle!”

 



2009 FVAC Flight Instructors
Dan Compton  cell: 630-664-6426 trainu2fly@comcast.net Chief Flight Instructor

John Fischer  cell: 312-518-0075 jeffxx@comcast.net  

Cliff Fullhart  Home: 630-397-5033 

Alan Galle  cell: 630-697-8464 ajgalle@comcast.net  

John Horvath  cell:630-440-7398 horvatsky@comcast.net 

Paul Jacobs  Home:630-778-1184 paul_jacobs@att.net  

   Work: 708-728-9000     

Mike Kostecki  cell: 630-373-2722 mkostecki503@comcast.net  

Dennis McFarlane    highpd119aol.com  Not avail. Firday or Sunday

Tom Siwek  cell: 224-542-0323. tsiwek@sbcglobal.net  Available primarily on Weekends

Bill Sponsler  cell: 847- 323-6578 bsponsler@comcast.net 

Jason Walsh  cell: 630-291-1872 jwalsh1@ameritech.net

He just can’t help himself... he has got to teach as many people to fly as he can... it’s a sickness



Fox Valley Aero Club   presents...

JETS

AEROBATICS

GIANTS

July 15, 16, 17, 18
9am till dusk

Festival of Flight

200 mph!

Remote Control

Raffles!
Food!
Fun!St. Charles, IL

www.foxvalleyaero.com



                                                                                                                                                                                                     Fox Valley Aero Club 
PRESENTS ITS ANNUAL
IMAC CHALLENGE 

AUGUST 7TH AND 8TH, 2010 

ALL CLASSES FLOWN 
WITH 1ST THROUGH 3RD PLACE AWARDS 

FOR EACH CLASS 

FREESTYLE WILL BE FLOWN SATURDAY 
AFTER COMPETITION 

THE DETAILS: 
YOU MUST BE AN AMA MEMBER TO COMPETE 
$25.00 IMAC MEMBERS 
$35.00 NON-IMAC MEMBERS 
50 x 80 ASPHALT RUNWAY 
ON SITE CAMPING (NO HOOK UPS) 
PRE-SIGN UP AVAILABLE ON THE IMAC WEBSITE  WWW.MINI-IAC.COM 

CONTACT
CD. MEL ZISKA AT MEL.519@SBCGLOBAL.NET
CC.   DAN KNIPPEN AT DKNIPPEN@SBCGLOBAL.NET                      



Fox Valley Aero 
P.O. Box 837 
St. Charles, IL
60174-0837 

President
Jeff Anderson 
jeff@taphousegrills.com 

Vice President
Tom Siwek 
tsiwek@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary
Tom Spriet 
tom@etglass.com 

Treasurer
Paul Jacobs 
paul_jacobs@att.net 

Flypaper Editor
Rich Erikson 
newsletter@foxvalleyaero.com 

Where Friends come 
to Fly 

Your local hobby store will 
help you save a ton of money 
in the long run by guiding 
you and helping you avoid 
purchasing products that are 
not right for your skill level 
to avoid any regrets. 

Hobby stores are available 
to help lend their expertise 
with pre-sale questions, after 
sale support and personal 

Support your local Hobby Stores 

January 1  First to Fly Fun Fly 10:00 AM FVAC Field 
January 11   FVAC Board Meeting 7:30 Board Meeting at Jeff’s House 
January 14  FVAC Regular Meeting 7:30 Regular at Township Hall

February 11  FVAC Member Meeting 6:30 Board 7:30 Regular at Township Hall 
February 27   FVAC Annual SWAP Kane County Fair Grounds 

March 11  FVAC Member Meeting 6:30 Board 7:30 Regular at Township Hall  

April 8   FVAC Member Meeting 6:30 Board 7:30 Regular at Township Hall 
April 17   Member Work Day FVAC Field 

May 13   FVAC Member Meeting 6:30 Board 7:30 Regular at Township Hall 
May 28, 29  Classic Pattern Contest FVAC Field 

June 10   FVAC Member Meeting 6:30 Board 7:30 Regular at FVAC Field 
June 12   Kid’s Day Event  FVAC Field 
June 18, 19  Al’s Helicopter  FVAC Field 

July 8   FVAC Member Meeting 6:30 Board 7:30 Regular at FVAC Field 
July 15, 16, 17, 18 Festival of (ALL)Flight  FVAC Field

Aug 7, 8   Chicago IMAC Contest FVAC Field 
Aug 12   FVAC Member Meeting 6:30 Board 7:30 Regular at FVAC Field 
Aug 20, 21, 22    Festival of Flight (Rain Date) FVAC Field 

Sept 9    FVAC Member Meeting 6:30 Board 7:30 Regular at Township Hall 
Sept 11, 12  Chicago Pattern Contest FVAC Field 

October 14  FVAC Member Meeting 6:30 Board 7:30 Regular at Township Hall 

November 11  FVAC Member Meeting 6:30 Board 7:30 Regular at Township Hall 
November 14  Annual Turkey Fry 10:00 AM FVAC Field 

December 3  Annual Christmas Party @ Hilton Garden Inn

2010 Fox Valley Aero Club Calendar of Events 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.foxvalleyaero.com

customer service. They will 
make sure that you are not 
getting yourself into 
something that you will 
regret after you get home 
and help you avoid spending 
more money than you need 
to. 

The ultimate goal of the 
hobby stores staff and owner 
is to keep you involved in 

the hobby for life and keep 
you informed with every 
thing you need to know to 
get the most out of what ever 
direction you choose.” 


