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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dale Gathman
president@foxvalleyaero.com
Well, the winter drags
on. Thankfully, we
have a few events to
break the monotony.
First was our Frozen
Fingers 2020, and now
the next cool event is
our 2020 Swap Meet.
After the swap, we get
to fly our ultra-micro
foamies in the
fairground building, and it is a blast. If you have
never tried it out and you have an appropriately
sized electric plane, bring it with you for a fun
afternoon of flying after the swap. Flying starts
around 1:00 pm.
SWAP Meet. Make sure not to miss our annual
Swap Meet at the Kane County Fairgrounds on
Saturday, February 15. It is a great way to pick
up some things that you didn’t know you needed,
as well as some things you have been looking
all over for. The swap is attended by many fellow
pilots from surrounding clubs who share the
excitement of our great hobby. Joe and JT report
that we will have a sellout of table space well
before the meet. We need volunteers for table
setup on Friday night at 6:00, as well as diﬀerent
jobs during the day on Saturday. Details are on
our web site.
Windy City Warbirds & Classics. The WCWC
committee is already hard at work planning our
2020 event. Our Event Chairman John Fischer is
coordinating everyone’s eﬀorts. Joe Pedone has
completed our 2020 Windy City Warbirds &
Classics website, and it looks great. Make sure
to check it out at www.windycitywarbirds.com.
Tom Flint is busy with our theme designs for
shirts, hats, and flyers - the theme this year is
Planes of the Pacific. Armin Weber has
gotten our event sanction and is contacting
sponsors for the event and working on the pilot
prizes. Dave Cotton and Sal Perno are working
on our flightline plans. RJ Monroe is again
providing us with much appreciated input, and
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Katie Howe has come up with some new ideas
for social media coverage. I really appreciate that
these members donate so much of their time to
make this event come together. Please let them
know you appreciate their eﬀorts. And if you
have any ideas for improvements, please let me
or one of the other committee members know.
2020 Calendar. The board will be going over the
results of our 2020 Member Survey and finalizing
our 2020 Calendar at our February board
meeting. We should have a finalized calendar for
you by the February Member meeting on
Thursday, Feb. 13.
FAA Remote ID NPRM. Well the FAA has
rejected the extension of the comment period for
the remote ID NPRM, which was requested by
the AOPA, EAA, and AMA. They say this issue is
too important to extend the comment period.
This means that we all must get comments into
the FAA before March 2, 2020. I have been
compiling my thoughts and reading everything I
can get my hands on about this new proposal
and will have some suggestions for arguments
that we can make in our comments. There are
definitely some problem areas of this new
regulation for model airplane clubs like us. I hope
to get my suggestions to you during the first or
second week of February. If you see anything
that you haven’t thought of and want to add it to
your comments, or make new comments,
please do. You can comment on this important
issue more than once.
Hope to see you at the Swap and at the Member
Meeting on the 13th, and please bring your winter
projects to show to the group.
Dale
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FROM OUR TREASURER
Joe Pedone
Treasurer@foxvalleyaero.com
I know many of you are
busy in the workshop
this time of year
preparing projects for
this spring and summer.
I managed allocate
enough time to finish up
a Hanger 9 Christen
Eagle ARF this week,
and looking forward to a
maiden with that on
some warm and calm
day. Looking out the window, I know that is still a ways
off yet.

Feb Member meetings to sign up for time slots. As
always, our volunteers are greatly appreciated!
Lastly, just as a reminder, we will again be sponsoring
a Club Table at the Swap consisting of donated
items from Club members. The Club Table is for any
R/C items that are no longer needed, e.g. orphan
wing, old servos, decal sheets, wheels, etc. are all
welcome. Your junk is somebody else’s treasure!
Kevin Hersey has volunteered to host the Club Table
this year, and we greatly appreciate his help.
Please bring your excess R/C items to the Club table
day of the event. Kevin will make sure it finds a
good home and make a few extra bucks for the Club in
the process.
Joe

2020 dues have been flowing in well in January, and
thanks to all those that have mailed in their renewals.
I will be set-up again to collect dues at the February
Member meeting. Just as a reminder, the price for
2020 dues remains the same as last year at $125 for
regular members and $25 each for additional family
members living in the same household and under 19
years old, or a spouse. Junior members also remain
at $25. If you wish to mail your dues payment, please
send by check to the club PO Box, which is Fox Valley
Aero Club, P.O. Box 837, St. Charles, IL 60174.
With a couple weeks to go until our annual FVAC
Swap Meet on February 15th, we are nearing a sellout of all 150 tables again this year. There are a few
remaining tables open for rent as of now, and I expect
them to be gone soon. We’ve had a lot of club
members rent tables again this year (thank you!), and
have sellers coming from all over Illinois and
Wisconsin, and even as far as Tennessee. Many
come back year after year as they appreciate the great
hospitality and support our members provide at this
event.
Since we are close to a sell-out at this point, if any
members are still interested in a table and haven’t yet
registered, suggest you contact John (JT) Turner or
me right away. At this point registration is still
available on-line at the Swap website, which is:
https://foxvalleyaeroswap.com.
For those that like to shop, admission is at the door is
$5, however FVAC members that volunteer some
time to help with the event can enter for free. We will
again be passing around a volunteer sheet at the
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FROM OUR SECRETARY
Debbie Howe
Secretary@foxvalleyaero.com

Dale gave out the Fun Fly Awards for two minute
timed flight: 3rd Place Kevin Hersey, 2nd
Place Jeff Peca and 1st Place Paul Martin
Mains only Fun Fly: 3rd Place Kevin Kessler, 2nd
Place Jeff Mrachek, and First Place Jeff Peca

Fox Valley Aero Club - Member Meeting Minutes
January 9, 2020

Casino 7/11 3rd Place Cliff Fullhart, 2nd Place Dale
Gathman, 1st Place Joe Pedone

St. Charles Township Hall

Overall Standings: 2nd place Tie with Paul Martin
and Joe Pedone and 1st Place goes to Jeff Peca.
We had our Frozen Fingers Fun Fly and Rob Sampson
was the first to fly.
Safety Chairman, Jeff Peca had nothing to report

President Dale Gathman welcomed all to the first
meeting of 2020 and reminded everyone to say their
names so that Debbie can do the minutes from the
recording. Dale let the membership know that the
board confirmed and voted in the president-appointed
board positions.
Secretary Debbie Howe asked for a motion to approve
the November member meeting available. A
motion was made by Alan Galle and Jeff Peca, all
approved.
Treasurer Joe Pedone said the balance of the
checking account is doing well and will be coming up
with all the dues that are coming in. Joe thanked
everyone for getting the dues in on time. A motion to
approve the treasurer’s report was made by (will make
the motion at the next meeting)
Dale reminded us to remember Alvin Cole’s key
words that we would like the club to live by: Safety,
Fun, Camaraderie, Mentorship, and Courtesy. One
other thing our club is, and that’s FAMILY, Dale
reminded us of this at Paul Jacobs wake, it was
wonderful how many people came out and have
reached out to Dorie with prayers, cards and support.
Paul will always be in our heart and we are all there for
Dorie.
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We have a new Jr Member: Gavin Shepherd and His
dad Greg were there and Gavin stood up and told us
he had saved his money and bought an airplane and
realized he needed a place to fly it and some help
so he found us.
Dale Gathman has been sending out test emails to
confirm people are getting them so that if important
news comes out, we can keep members updated.
Field Chairman, Mark Knoppkie said if you send
him any email please put in the comment section
“Field Chairman”
Flypaper Chair Person, Susan Galle said nothing to
report, Nice Job on the Flypaper Susan!!!!
Government Relations Chairman, Tom Spriet has
nothing
Dale let the club know that he got a notice from the
EAA is joining our fight against the FAA. The EAA
has submitted a request to make the response date cut
off further out so that everyone has a chance to
respond to the FAA with their comments and concerns.
Everyone is encouraged to respond and everyone can
go on the AMA website and download a form letter as
a response and please take the time to add your own
comments to them as well. It will make more of an
impact, the more people who send it in.
We had a special honored guest from Gator-RC, Mike
Mueller. Mike started out by telling us he joined the
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club tonight, a round of applause was had by all. Mike
started his presentation with a rundown of his
companies and how he got to where he is now at
Gator-RC, you can see his product line at:
www.gator-rc.com or contact him at 1-800-380-9373
or email him at: sales@gator-rc.com. Mike explained
the process and standards to how his planes are all
molded and built up to precise standards. Mike
explained that the outside skins of the planes he sells
are made of a composite that you won’t have problems
with wrinkles and the product paints nicely with a
simple spray can enamel. They started with their
pattern plane and then the company said if Mike
wanted to sell their pattern planes then they would also
have to carry their scale planes. So after some talks
with his wife they decided to go ahead with it and got
into scale planes as well. He now has a great selection
of all sorts of Warbirds, Jets and Pattern Planes as well
as parts, servos, engines, wing tubes, spinners,
propellers, retracts, pilots etc... products can be picked
up at Mike’s house or even he is at Robart in St
Charles about 2 times a week and can set up a meet
there. Mike also made our club a very generous offer
too - he gave our club a Silver version of the TopRC
P-51 Mustang at cost. We will be able to raffle that off
for $20 per ticket and once we cover the $700 cost, the
rest of the money $300 will go to our club. We will
only sell 50 tickets total so if all 50 are sold at this
meeting, the drawing will be held at the meeting.
Mike has also been kind enough to donate a 55”
wingspan, P47 “little bunny” to use to train new
Warbird pilots in our club.

between the two Christmas/Holiday Parties the club
raised over $2300 plus toys and gifts for the Salvation
Army Angel Tree Program .

Tom Spriet said he is helping Dorie Jacobs sell Paul’s
planes. Tom presented a list of Paul’s planes and was
going to do a silent auction type sale. Please email or
call Tom Spriet with your offers and Tom will
contact you if your offer was the top winner for the
item. The bids will close the 1st week of February.

Steve Gawlik brought his Great Planes ARF
Chipmunk that he got over 10yrs ago. He has got a
G20 Zenoah engine with electronic ignition,
Impressive Steve!!! Can’t wait to see her fly.

Public Relations Chairman, Tom Flint started by
thanking all the volunteers from last year and hoping
this year we can all pitch in as well to make our club
successful. Tom let everyone know that the theme of
the WCWC event this year would be planes of the
pacific.
Dale Gathman asked if there were any comments to
changes they would like to see for the Christmas
Party 2020. We had very positive comments about the
food and woman’s gifts, members liked the coffee
and ice tea station that was set up, that anyone could
refill their drinks for the evening. JT said that
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Joe Pedone and JT said we have 84 tables out of 114
tables sold already and normally we have only 65 sold
at this time. A reminder that we will need help for both
setup and take down as well as help for the event. We
will be sending around a signup sheet at the next
meeting. We will have a club table so if you have
things to donate to be sold, please feel free to drop
them off at the club table.
We will be doing the Rocket Fest day again in 2020.
John Fischer said that WCWC will be June 18-20,
2020 this will be the 7th annual event; the theme will
be planes of the pacific. Joe Pedone has done a great
job of putting up the website for registration and the
fee for registration will be $45. Looking forward to
another great year.
John Fischer brought the stab of the yellow aircraft
P40 and covered in Peel-ply. John also brought his IX
20 radio spectrum radio. John showed us the
intelligent radio on the android platform. John
changed the color of the radio to make Paula happy
and it makes the radio look great. John showed us the
touch technology, cool radio.
Jim Farina brought a showed us a plane that he put
together from multiple different planes. Looks great
Jim!

Mark Knoppkie showed his Saito 90 that he has made
gears and an electric start for and this weekend
Mark will start building the Wendell Hostetler SR10
that has a 124” Wingspan.
JT showed his glider Winfry from Marks Models 99”
wingspan. He started building around 1995 and just
recently got back into it recently and finished it and
will be using a high start launch system. Perfect for
retro fly day.
Mark Knoppkie showed he has the timing kit from
RC Excel; this will time any of the engines from ¼
sizes all the way up to lawn mower plugs.
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A motion was made by EVERYONE to adjourn and
was happily approved by all

FVAC FROZEN FINGERS 2020
First-In-Flight Fun-Fly
By Dale Gathman
Our annual First-In-Flight event, titled ‘Frozen Fingers
2020’ was held on January 1st at 10:00 am at the field.
The weather was great, with a temperature of around
30 degrees F and a crosswind of about 15 mph SSW.
There was about 1 inch of snow on the field, but none
on the runway, so all but one of the pilots used planes
with wheels, one had skis.
The goal of the event is to be the first pilot to have your
airplane leave the ground once the starting signal is
sounded. The pilot must then complete a minimum of
one ‘pattern’ flight approximately the length of the
runway (800’), and land successfully. The winner of
the annual event gets his name plate added to our
Frozen Fingers ‘First in Flight’ Champions plaque.
The plaque is a perpetual plaque, and it contains the
names of past winners along with the year of their
victory.
When I arrived at the field, the Christmas tree was
readied for our annual burning of crashed airplane
parts. As pilots arrived, they brought a good selection
of plane pieces left over from the year’s mishaps and
added them to the tree. We had a fantastic attendance
due to the weather, and a total of 14 pilots signed up to
compete. We also had a few that just came to fly after
the event. We probably had about 30 additional
members and spouses who came to watch the fun. We
all got to wish each other a Happy New Year, what a
joy.
During the pilots meeting, the pilots were instructed
that we would be lining the planes up on the North
edge of the runway and taking off aiming to the South
South-West across the runway. This put the planes
straight into the wind and allowed for the large number
of planes to line up abreast without being too close
together. Although 14 pilots had signed up, only 12
pilots had their planes ready to fly for the start.
Unfortunately, Kevin Kessler had a bad landing on a
practice flight and his plane was scratched. Steve Haas
also scratched before the start.
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The final starting line-up was as follows (East to West):
1. John Turner - E-Flite Eratix 30
2. Kevin Hersey - Sport Cub
3. Rob Sampson - Yak 54
Winner First-in-Flight 2020
4. Carl Will - Sig Something Extra
5. John Fischer - E-Flite Visionaire
6. Armin Weber - Hobby King Flybeam
7. Scott Stampfli - E-Flite PT17
8. Bill Suhr - Freewing P-51 Mustang
9. Jeff Mrachek - Four Pie P51 Profile (Charlie Bauer)
10. Joe Pedone - E-Flite Yak 54
11. Cliff Fullhart - Top Flite Contender
12. Jim Thompson - Tweety 40
Doug Swanson once again volunteered his photo
shooting skills and shot the high-speed time-lapse
photos of the start that we use to determine the winner.
I’m sure we had at least ten other members catching
the action on their phones as well.
I counted down the last ten seconds and then hit the
airhorn blast, which worked again this year thanks to
the warmer weather and the fact that I kept it in the car
until the last few minutes. At the horn, all twelve pilots
attempted to take off and fly their pattern. It was a year
of carnage, and only eight of the twelve airplanes
landed successfully, and two of those eight ended up
with one plane’s landing gear through the other plane’s
wing.
Once all 12 pilots were back on the ground, Doug and I
went over the time lapse photos to determine the
winner. This year Rob Sampson and his Yak 54
claimed the victory. As sometimes is the case, the
photos showed Rob’s Yak clearing the ground well
ahead of the second (Armin Weber’s Flybeam) and
third (Scott Stampfli’s PT17) planes to leave the
ground. Once the winner was determined, we
announced it and presented Rob with the old First-inFlight trophy (which is full and will be replaced with
the new plaque) so that we could get a photo of the
proud winner.
After the trophy was awarded, we lit the tree. It ended
up again this year being full of plane fuselages and
wings. Rob Sampson did the honors and lit it up with a
road flare. The tree burned fairly well with the
addition of some charcoal lighter, but it was pretty
fresh this year, so the planes burned much easier than
the tree.
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So, to wrap up, our January 1st First-in-Flight was
another fun, fantastic, great event. After the event,
some of the attendees went over to Colonial for
breakfast and conversation. As in previous years, we
started the year off right, doing what we love to do –
fly and talk with our friends. It is always great to be
able to spend a little time with our awesome members
on the first day of the year. If you were not able to
make it this year, check out the photos to see what you
missed. I hope that you will be able to attend next year
so you can experience what this fun event is all about.
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Interested in joining our club?? Go to foxvalleyaero.com and download
the FVAC New Membership Form

The Flypaper is a monthly publication of:
The Fox Valley Aero Club
P.O. Box 837
St. Charles, IL 60174-0837

www.foxvalleyaero. com

An Illinois not-for-profit Corporation
The viewpoints in this newsletter are solely those
of the individual authors. They may not
necessarily represent those of the Editor, Officers,
Board or Membership of the Fox Valley Aero Club.
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