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SECRETARY’S REPORT
Dale Gathman
secretary@foxvalleyaero.com

Fox Valley Aero Club
Annual Christmas Party / Member Meeting Minutes

December 05, 2014
@ Hilton Garden Inn – 6:00 pm.

The evening was planned and organized by John (JT) and Pam Turner.

Pre-recorded music for the evening was provided by President Alvin

Cole. Photos from the past year’s events and planes-in-flight were being

projected for all attendees to enjoy.

At around 7:30 pm, Alvin Cole called on Walt Thyng to deliver the

evening’s blessing. Prior to the blessing, Walt asked the members to

remember those of our fellowship who will not be joining us tonight,

who are at that eternal flying field. The meal followed, accompanied by

music.

Towards the end of the meal, as dessert was being served, gifts were

distributed to all attending spouses, girlfriends and significant others for

allowing the members to participate in our great hobby. Thank you,

Pam Turner for acquiring the gifts.

Alvin Cole then recognized Cindy McFarlane for the many great things

she has done for the club over the years. The group showed their

appreciation with a rousing round of applause. Alvin next recognized

Jeremy Dale, the new owner of Hobbytown-St. Charles, for the great

help he has been to our members, and for providing JT tonight’s raffle

prizes at a discounted price. Jeremy also donated a large value of

Hobbytown gift certificates to the raffle. The group again showed their

appreciation with applause.

Next, Secretary Dale Gathman introduced the newly elected 2015 Board

of Directors:

2015 Board of Directors

Officers: President Alvin Cole Sr.
Vice President Dave Murray
Secretary Dale Gathman
Treasurer Paul Jacobs

Past President Tom Spriet

Chairpersons: Membership Chairman Tony Bahowick
Flypaper Editor Jason Boettcher
Government Relations Todd Culbertson
Field Chairman Mark Knoppkie
Safety Chairman Tom Siwek

Directors at Large: John Fischer
Rich Gabrys
Joe Pedone
Sal Perno
Rob Sampson
Armin Weber

Alvin Cole next asked all the members of the SGMOP (short grass
mowing program) to stand to be recognized. The group was comprised
of the following members, who gave significant time during the year
keeping the grass runway area mowed very short, which allows us to
land and take off from the grass with much more success:
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Jerry Wika
Tom Flint
Fred Nilles
Tom Spriet
Walt Thyng
John (JT) Turner

The attendees showed their appreciation of this group with another
round of applause.

Next, Dale asked the great group of photographers to come forward to
be recognized. The following photographers donate considerable time
shooting photos and video for our Flypaper, Website, and YouTube site:

Jason Boettcher
Dale Gathman
Brandon Makowski (video photographer)
Paul Makowski
Joe Pedone
Doug Swanson
Orin Trademan
Brian Wituk

Dale Gathman then gave special recognition to Doug Swanson for
handling all of the website photo editing and posting, and Paul
Makowski who does all of the video editing and posting to our YouTube
site. The attendees showed their appreciation with another round of
applause.

Next on the agenda, Alan Galle asked all of the members who
participated in our three Fun-Flys to come forward. He then announced
that the three Fun-Flys were Climb & Glide where Alan himself came in
first place, Touch-N-Go where John Turner came in first, and the Limbo
which was won by Cliff Fullhart. Alan next showed the new Fun-Fly
perpetual plaque that will be mounted in the pavilion, and announced
that the first name on the plaque, our Fun-Fly Champion for 2014, is Cliff
Fullhart. The audience gave Cliff a rousing round of applause. Alvin
then announced that he heard that Alan Galle had just successfully

soloed in a full scale Cessna 172. Congratulatory applause was given to
Alan.

Alvin Cole next presented the 2014 President’s Choice Award to our
Government Relations Chairman Todd (Rocketman) Culbertson. Todd
has done a lot for the club this year, both in dealing with the neighbors
as well as a board issue. He also donates his time to promote our club by
sponsoring the yearly Cub Scout Rocket Fest, the Kids Fly Day, and this
year he set up a display at the STEM O RAMA at the Kane County
Fairgrounds. The display showed how RC planes work, as well as
showed some different RC models and rockets. During the event, Todd
handed out fliers for our events, and promoted the club. Todd promotes
our club and our hobby at every opportunity, sacrificing time that he
could use flying. Congratulations and Thank You Todd.

2013 Top Gun recipient Dale Gathman next announced that he gets the
privilege of presenting the 2014 Top Gun Award. Dale explained that the
Top Gun award doesn’t go to the best pilot, but is chosen on the basis of
what the recipient has done for the club, sometimes over the course of
many years. This year, the 2014 Top Gun Award goes to John (JT)
Turner. Dale said that JT was chosen by the group of previous Top Gun
recipients based on the following:

1. He is one of the best pilots Dale knows of (although Top Gun is
not about flying skill).

2. He donates his time to the club whenever and wherever he can.
3. He gives of his time to help train new pilots as well as give

advice.
4. He has served as an officer in the past.
5. He was one of the first members on the scene following the field

storm damage.
6. He helped the club by clearing the internet signal hole through

the trees with his chain saw when it got overgrown.
7. He is a very generous person, who cares a lot about our

community and sharing our blessings with those who are less
privileged.

8. He has co-organized our swap meet for the last few years.
9. He has been an organizer of our Toys-for-Tots program for as

long as Dale could remember.
10. He organizes our informal Rookies Christmas Pizza Party.
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11. He organized the Christmas Party tonight and also last year.

JT received an extended rousing round of applause. He thanked
everyone for the many years of fun he has had coming out and flying and
talking with the members. He also thanked his wife Pam for supporting
him in his hobby. John said that more importantly, he has a passion for
the Toys-for-Tots program. He has championed FVAC’s efforts to
support this program for the past several years, and the club members
have donated many toys for kids in the area who are less fortunate.
FVAC members also donate many gift cards, which the Salvation Army
(Toys-for-Tots organizer) says are great for the teen aged kids who often
get missed with the toys, which are targeted to younger kids. JT then
thanked Dale, Alvin, and all the members of the Fox Valley Aero Club for
this recognition, after which he received another well deserved round of
applause.

John Turner then announced that he and Joe Pedone spend many
hours organizing the Swap Meet each year, and he wanted to have the
attendees recognize Joe for all the effort he puts in for the club. The
group responded with a great round of applause. Thank you Joe.

Next, Alvin Cole with help from Cindy McFarlane, Pam Turner and
Alvin’s daughter drew tickets and presented the raffle prizes to the lucky
winners. Following the raffle, Alvin announced that it was time to draw
the Big-Dog Raffle winner. This year the Big-Dog prize of $900.00 went
to Kevin Kessler. Following the Big-Dog award, the evening wound
down with dancing and fellowship.

Respectfully Submitted
Dale Gathman – Secretary FVAC

FROM THE EDITOR
Jason Boettcher
newsletter@foxvalleyaero.com

Here is to wishing you a happy new year.
This month's issue is a bit smaller than
usual. Also, you may have noticed there
are not letters from our Officers included
either. This is your Editor's gift to those

contributors - enjoy a month off! No, actually, there were some
circumstances that prohibited me from spending as much time on the
newsletter as previous months. Let me assure you everything is OK, and
the content will be ramping up again next month.

The shot of the month in this issue deserves special attention. Thank
you, JT, for organizing Toys for Tots. This is one of the many things that
make me proud to be a member of this club.

About the Cover

This month we see Mirlosaw Zakowany’s turbine powered EFlite Blanik.
Sebastian Kowalski flew the plane with authority in some not so
perfect weather after the Turkey Fry activities wound down. Dale
Gathman was the man behind lens.

-JB

The viewpoints in this newsletter are solely those of the individual authors.

They may not necessarily represent those of the Editor, Officers, Board or

Membership of the Fox Valley Aero Club.
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Editor Photo

Editor Photo

Dale Gathman Photo
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FVAC Membership Renewal 2015

Dues are now due
Annual Dues are $125.

Family Members are $25 each, must be an AMA

member and live in the same household.

Children must be under 18.

Make all checks payable to FVAC and send to:

Fox Valley Aero Club
P.O. Box 837
St. Charles, IL 60174-0837

Paul Jacobs
1010 Bankfield Ct.
Naperville, IL 60540

or

Editor Photo

Dale Gathman Photo
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Dale Gathman Photo

Dale Gathman Photo

Earning a photo credit for their service to the club are Past President Tom
Spriet, President Alvin Cole, Secretary Dale Gathman, and Past Editor/Director

at Large Doug Swanson.

Editor PhotoEditor Photo



9FVAC Flypaper – January 2015

SHOTS in the Air * Special Edition 4 of 4 *

Shirish Shah

F16

Dale Gathman Photos
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Tim Ward

Hobby Zone Corsair
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Paul Makowski Photos

Ron Kostus

Hangar 9 35% Extra 300
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Paul Makowski
Photo

Paul Makowski Photos

Dale Gathman

Dallas Doll



13FVAC Flypaper – January 2015

JN4 "Jenny" - Cindy gave this to me as a birthday present last year, and I

promised I'd have it in the air before my birthday this year.

Dennis McFarland Photo
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Paul Makowski Photos

John Fischer

Dynam ME-262
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Tony Gago

JetArrows Wild

Hornet
Dale Gathman Photo
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Paul Makowski Photos

Chris Gini

BJ Aircraft Episode
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Dale Gathman Photos

Sebastian Kowalski

Eurofighter
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Mirlosaw Zakowany

EFlite Blanik

Dale Gathman Photos
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ShOT
OF THE MONTH

Shown left to right are:
Belen Hood - Director of Community and Family Services, John "JT" Turner,

Major Jonathan Miller, and Sal Perno - Corp Office

The FVAC members and families are to

be commended for their contribution to

the Salvation Army Toys for Tots

Campaign.

Both Sal Perno and John "JT" Turner
delivered toys, gift cards, and check
donations to Major Jonathan Miller of
the Tri-City Salvation Army located in
St. Charles, IL. This year, our
contribution exceeded over $2,300.00!

Both Belen Hood and Major Miller
expressed their sincee gratitude to the
FVAC as they count on our donation for
families during the holiday
season. "The gift cards are a real
success says Major Miller" since all
them are given to teen agers and young
adults within the community. Major
Miller is aware of RC model aviation as
he used to live in Muncie, IN (AMA
World Headquarters) and would attend
some of the events to watch RC planes
and talk to the pilots.

Again, I want to say thank you to
everyone who made this year another
successful campaign and continued to
say our club is one of the best in the
community and country!

Watch the Daily Herald as I will submit
both picture and an article of our
donation.

Best regards,

John “JT” Turner



Saturday, February 21, 2015

Kane County Fair Grounds

525 Randall Road
St. Charles, IL 60175

(Use Randal Rd. entrance between North
Avenue and Lincoln Highway/Route 38)

www.foxvalleyaero.com

BUY, SELL and/or TRADE RC Aircraft, Helicopters,
Radios, Equipment, Cars, and Boats.

Over 15,000 sq. ft. of tradeshow space
Admission $5.00 per adult, children under 12 FREE

OPEN ADMISSION from 9:00AM TO 2:00PM

Food service available all day

AFTER 1PM, WE WILL BE OPEN TO FOAMY
ELECTRIC AND LIGHT ELECTRIC INDOOR FLYING

Come and participate or sit and enjoy the show.
AMA cards required for pilots

FOR TABLE RESERVATIONS AND INFORMATION:
John Turner @ 630-443-7807   Joe Pedone @ 847-695-0328

jtgrassroots@yahoo.com        jpedone777@comcast.net

Table rental available on-line at:
https://www.rcflightdeck.com/event_details.cfm?event_id=3959

Early-pay table rental discount if paid by February 2nd
One table $20.00 each
Two or more tables $18.00 each
All table rentals after February 2nd $22.00 each

All table rentals include one free admission

Checks Payable to: Fox Valley Aero Club, PO Box 837
St. Charles, IL  60174-0837

— TABLES READY FOR SET UP AT 8:00AM —

Hosted by:
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https://www.rcflightdeck.com/event_details.cfm?event_id=3959
http://www.foxvalleyaero.com


Home: 

 FVAC New Membership  Form 

Dues for Senior Members (18 years and over)  ...... $125.00 per Member 
Dues for Junior Members (17 years and under)  ...... $  25.00 per Member 
Family Membership      ...... $125.00 per Member 
($25 for each additional family member with an AMA card, either a spouse or a child under 18 years old.) 

$ 
Total Payment Enclosed: 

Make checks payable to: 
“Fox Valley Aero Club” 

Complete and mail this form to: 
FOX VALLEY AERO CLUB 

P.O. BOX 837 
ST. CHARLES, IL 60174-0837 

New Member Assessment Fee:  $300.00 

Signature Date 

(For new memberships only.) 

Your Full Name: AMA Number: Age: (Junior Members only) Dues Amount: 

$ 

Your Complete Mailing Address: 

PLEASE PRINT 

Your Phone Number/s: 

Please list the R/C channel(s) you use: 

What is Your Occupation? (Please provide details) 

$ 
$ 

Your E-mail Address: 

Yes  Include me in the member only phone book No Do not publish my information 

Work: 

Cell: 

Your Work Mailing Address: 

pjacobs
Typewritten Text

pjacobs
Typewritten Text

pjacobs
Typewritten Text
Does not include dues.
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