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Special Edition: 2018 Election

This Special Edi.on Flypaper is dedicated
to the upcoming elec.on for the Oﬃcers
and Directors who will lead our club in
2019.
In this issue are the statements
(biographies) for the candidates. They
are published alphabe.cally by posi.on
and name.
We have again made it easier this year.
You should be receiving an email shortly
from Survey Monkey (check your spam
as well) under the subject it will say
“FVAC”, choose your desired candidates
and then hit send - quick and easy.
Make sure ﬁrst though that you have not
“opted out” - if you have never checked
this box though, you should not have a
problem. Good Luck to all!

The Flypaper is a monthly publication of:
The Fox Valley Aero Club
P.O. Box 837
St. Charles, IL 60174-0837

www.foxvalleyaero. com

An Illinois not-for-profit Corporation
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2019 Board Candidates
President
Dale Gathman
Vice President
Dave Murray
Secretary
Debbie Howe
Treasurer
Paul Jacobs
Director At Large (six posi9ons)
Hillary Bean
John Fischer
Orvil Fluharty
Mark Knoppkie
Joe Pedone
Sal Perno
James Thompson
Armin Weber

2018
(For your Reference)
Elected Posi9ons:
Dale Gathman - President
Dave Murray - Vice President
Debbie Howe - Secretary
Paul Jacobs - Treasurer
John Fischer - Director at Large
Orvil Fluharty - Directory at Large
Mark Knoppkie - Director at Large
Joe Pedone - Director at Large
Sal Perno - Director at Large
Armin Weber - Director at Large
President Appointed Posi9ons:
Karl Griesbaum - Field Chairman
Jeﬀ Peca - Safety Chairman
Tony Bahowick - Membership Chairman
Tom Flint - Public Rela.ons Chairman
Susan Galle - Flypaper Editor
Tom Spriet - Govt. Rela.ons Chairman

ELECTION EDITION
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Dale Gathman for
President 2019

boundaries have been tightened more than ever
before, but adhering to the new boundaries will
assure that we maintain a good relationship with
all our ns who work as a cohesive team unlike
any I have had the pleasure to work with. We
always strive to make the best decisions that we
can make based on the good of the club and of
course the member’s wishes and input. One
example of the board listening to the members
this year was when we added a restriction that
required all maiden flights to be taken oﬀ to the
west. After hearing many comments from our
members we quickly reviewed our new rule and
revised it to only require maiden take-oﬀs to the
west if the gun range is active.
Please keep expressing your opinions and
viewpoints to the board members, as we need to
know what you are thinking when we make
decisions. We may not always be able to comply
with your wishes, but we definitely will include
them in our discussions.

2018 was another great year at Fox Valley Aero
Club. During my second year as club President,
we once again were able to accomplish so much
with the help of all of you talented members who
volunteer of your time and talents. We
successfully had a full slate of events, including
our flagship events, Windy City Warbirds &
Classics and Festival of Flight. Thanks to careful
planning and the eﬀorts of our fantastic WCWC
team, we were able to come through the WCWC
event with only a minor monetary loss (due to the
first two days being rained out) and we still had a
great time of fellowship and camaraderie. For the
Festival of Flight event we added the Model T
Ford Club and their classic cars to the festivities
and that event was a great success. We of
course had out usual Fun Flys, Cookouts, Swap
Meet, new Family Fly Day, and the Memorial Day
parade. We are already planning our 2019
calendar, and there may be a couple of changes/
additions to look forward to.
This year added some new things as far as
neighbor relations in that the Kane County Forest
Preserve now owns the land to the west of our
field. We have met with their representatives
and discussed their and our expectations and
requests, and we have a great relationship
started with them. Unfortunately our field flight
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I thank you, our members, who nominated me to
once again serve as president of our club in 2019.
If you are new to the club and would like to know
a little about my history, see the Meet the
Members section of our September 2011
Flypaper, available on our website. With your
help and support, the 2019 board will continue to
work to keep Fox Valley Aero Club one of the
premier clubs in the country. I will do my best to
keep abreast of any changing government and
AMA regulations that may be coming, and will
keep you informed. Let’s plan to have another
fantastic year of Flying, Fun, Safety and
Camaraderie. I count it a privilege to have you as
FVAC members and look forward to spending
some time with you in 2019.
See you at the field,
Dale
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Hillary Bean for Director
at Large

Even though I don’t fly, I love doing all the
background things that need to be done and will
jump in and give assistance as needed. I look
forward to being a more active member!
Thank you,
Hillary

John Fischer for Director at
Large

Hi,
My name is John Fischer. I am running for atlarge board member for 2019. I have been a
member of FVAC since 2004. During this time I
have been very involved with the FVAC over the
years to include VP as well as several years as
board member at-large. As you know I am
currently the event chairman for both the highly
successful Warbirds and Classics event and cochair for the Festival of Flight. The 2018 board
has approved dates for both events in 2019 and I
will continue to be your event chair/ co-chair. I am
asking for your vote to be retained as board
member at large for 2019. Together, we can
make 2019 another fun and exciting year!
Thank you for your consideration,
John
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Orvil Fluharty for Director
at Large

I thank everyone for the opportunity to run for the
board and also for the last two years as it’s been
an honor being on a great board in a great club.
Thanks,
Orvil

Mark Knoppkie for Director
at Large
I am pleased to be nominated for a Director at
Large position on the board. After my tenure as
field chairman for 5 years, I feel I have
accomplished many things to improve the field for
our members as well as the guests who attend
our events and I hope to serve on the board. I
know that my position will be beneficial to the club
and its future.
Thank you for nominating me,
Mark
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Joe Pedone for Director at
Large

My name is Joe Pedone, and I’ve been a member
of FVAC since 2008. Like many of you, I became
involved with building model planes at an early
age, with balsa, tissue, dope and Cox .049’s. But
my
involvement with radio control models didn’t start
until I joined FVAC under the instruction of Dan
Compton. I still recall my first visit to the FVAC
field at a Festival of Flight, and was so impressed
by the
friendliness of members. I knew immediately I
wanted to be a part of this, and wanted to
continue that spirit of friendliness and community
outreach. RC planes quickly moved from a
casual interest to an obsession, and today I fly a
mix of sport, aerobatic, and warbirds. With more
time available in the evenings now that the kids
have moved on, I find that model building is taking
on a bigger part of my life, and it’s nice to enjoy
some stress-free time in the workshop. Of course
that is until my fingers get CA’d together!
I also really enjoy my time at the field, meetings,
and club events, and value the camaraderie with
all our members. I find our members to be
friendly, dedicated, and helpful, which contributes
to the success of
our club, especially given the wide range of
interests and experience. I feel I’ve benefitted
enormously from so many talented people in our
club, and therefore try to give back whenever
possible to keep our club growing and successful.
I served as a Director-at-large in 2013-2015, and
was pleased to be elected to the Board again in
2018. It’s been great to be a part of the planning
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and decision-making of the club, and I’m
appreciative of the opportunity to help shape our
future direction. I continue to stay active in as
many events as possible, serving on the
committee for the Warbirds & Classics event, as
well as the Festival of Flight.

James Thompson for
Director at Large

Over the past year I’ve participated in most club
activities, including workdays, parades, Kids fly,
Fun flies, and Cub
day. For many years I have also co-managed our
annual Swap Meet along with John Turner. I
would feel fortunate to again have your vote to
serve on the Board again in 2019, Joe

Salvatore Perno for
Director at Large

Hello, Jim Thompson here. Heading into my 3rd
year with FVAC and 12th year back in the hobby.
I Really LOVE this Hobby and am very proud to
be a member of this club. Although, I mostly fly
jets, I'm always willing to give ANYONE a hand
with whatever they fly.
I've been a Contest Director for 5 yrs, and I am
presently one of your Event Announcers. I would
be honored to have your support, in my bid for
"Board Director" or "Director at Large".
Thank You,
Jim

My name is Sal Perno and I’ve been a member of
FVAC for 11 years. I love to help new members
learn about our club and the hobby and am also
one of the forming members of the Windy City
Warbirds and Classics core team. I live in
Winfield with my beautiful wife Rose,
who comes to the field with me most of the time. I
fly mostly scale as that is where my passion is.
I really enjoy this hobby and would love to, and
consider it an honor, to continue serving you as a
board member.
Thank you,
Sal
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Armin Weber for Director at
Large

Hello FVAC Members,
My name is Armin Weber. I am currently an At
Large Director, and am running for the same
position in 2019.
During the week, I am a senior software
developer with a large health care organization
based in Aurora. I saw my first RC airplane fly in
the early seventies, and have been hooked ever
since -so on the weekends, I always make time
for flying. My primary interest is large scale
models, with WW2 being my favorite.
I have been a member of several clubs over the
years and have served in various
positions. I have spent over 20 years with FVAC,
and consider it to be one of the finest clubs in the
Midwest. I have been a contest director for
several years and have helped organize past Kids
Day and Festival of Flight events. I served as
contest director for the 2014 - 2018 Warbirds &
and Classics event, and look forward to working
on the 2019 event.
Thank you for your consideration for At Large
Director.
Armin Weber
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Fox Valley Aero Club
Annual Christmas Party
Friday, December 7, 2018
HILTON GARDEN INN
4070 EAST MAIN STREET
ST. CHARLES, IL
Two Cash Bars 6:00 PM - 11:00 PM
Hor D’Oeuvres 6:30 P.M.
Dinner served at 7:30 P.M.
Music provided by FVAC Past President Alvin Cole
Raffle Prizes from Hobby Town and Hilton Garden including “Best Girl” gifts and “Big Dog Drawing”.
Bring an unwrapped Toy or Gift Card for the St. Charles “Toys for Tots”
sponsored by the Salvation Army

Single: $35.00

Couples: $60.00

RSVP with ENTRÉE CHOICE(s) by November 25, 2018
rcwife@yahoo.com or call (630) 541-3054
Payment: Cash or check payable to Fox Valley Aero Club
Send payment (for dinner only) to: Debbie Howe (address below)

FOUR DINNER CHOICES
-Slow Roasted Prime Rib
Or
-Sauteed Chicken Marsala (chicken breast topped w/rich wine sauce, garnished with mushrooms)
Or
-Penne Pasta w/Portabella Mushrooms & Vegetables
Or
- Grilled Salmon w/lemon dill sauce
Salad: Garden Salad with tomato and cucumber (Ranch and Italian)
Soup: Creamy Roasted Red Pepper with Chicken
Vegetable, Potatoes and Rolls & Butter
Dessert: Dutch Apple Pie

Send payments to: Debbie Howe - 6204 Stable Road, Woodridge, IL 60517
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