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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Dale Gathman 
president@foxvalleyaero.com	

Christmas Parties.  
We had another great 
Christmas Party at the 
Hilton Garden Inn.  
Attendance was down 
a little from last year, 
but the party was a 
good time for all those 
that attended.  The 
raffle provided prizes 
for many of our 

members, and the Big Dog raffle was the highest 
it has ever been.  Thanks go to Debbie Howe for 
all the planning involved as well as John and 
Katie for all the help getting everything ready.  
Thanks also to Alvin Cole for the music and Doug 
Swanson for shooting the photos.  The Rookies 
Pizza Christmas Party was also a great success, 
and JT reported that we collected a total of over 
$2300.00 in gift cards from our club members as 
well as a good amount of toys which all went to 
the Salvation Army Angel Tree Program to provide 
Christmas gifts to families less fortunate than 
ours.  It is always a thrill to see how our members 
step up and contribute for this very worthy cause.


Electronic Election.  This was the third year of 
our election being electronic, and it went very 
well.  I welcome and appreciate the 2020 board 
members for their willingness to serve in this 
capacity.  Thanks go to our Secretary Debbie 
Howe and her husband John for creating the 
election ballot via Survey Monkey and for 
handling the vote tabulation.  Congratulations to 
the 2020 board members.  I look forward to 
working with you this year.


Frozen Fingers.  As I am writing this late, we 
have already had another very fun Frozen Fingers 
– First-in-Flight event.  The attendance rivaled the 
most we have ever had, and 14 pilots signed up 
to attempt to be our First-in-Flight 2020 
Champion.  Congratulations to Rob Sampson, 


our 2020 winner.  He made an awesome flight.  
Look for coverage of this event in the January/
February Flypaper.


Remembering Paul Jacobs.  On a sad note, I 
was able to attend the Wake for my good friend 
and fellow FVAC officer, Paul Jacobs.  Paul made 
a valiant fight trying to beat pancreatic cancer, 
but he lost the battle on December 24.  I have 
known Paul since joining the club in 2011, and he 
was the club treasurer since before that.  Paul did 
a great job as treasurer, always keeping us in line 
and making sure we kept a balanced budget.  He 
was heavily involved in building and flying RC 
planes of all types, from aerobatic to scale to 
sport.  He was a great pilot and had been a full-
scale pilot in his younger years when he and 
Dorie owned a Citabria.  Although wakes are 
always sad, they are also neat in that I got the 
chance to see a lot of photos of Paul living his life 
before I knew him.  Paul and Dorie had a good 
life, and I will always remember seeing them both 
at the field.  Dorie always supported Paul in his 
flying and was almost always with him when he 
came out to fly.  They both supported the club 
through helping out at all of our events and 
enjoying the company of the members while 
doing so.  I am very appreciative that so many of 
you attended the wake to support Dorie and 
family during this difficult time.  Paul, I will miss 
you.  I once showed Paul the pilot that I have in 
my quarter scale J-3 Cub, and told him that he 
was a mini Paul Jacobs, as he looks much like 
Paul.  I will forever fondly remember Paul every 
time I fly that plane.  Enjoy Heaven my friend.  I 
hope God has RC planes up there for you.


Swap Meet.  Don’t forget our upcoming Swap 
Meet at the Kane County Fairgrounds on 
February 15.  You can get details on our website.


Our next member meeting is January 9 at 7:30 
pm.  Don’t forget to bring your latest projects to 
show to the other members.


Hope to see you there,

Dale


FVAC Flypaper - December 2019   Page 2

mailto:president@foxvalleyaero.com


FROM	OUR	TREASURER		

Joe	Pedone		
Treasurer@foxvalleyaero.com	

Happy New Year, and 
best wishes to all of 
you in 2020.  
Hopefully we can 
continue in January 
with some above 
temperature days like 
this past December 
and enjoy a little more 
winter flying.  I know…
probably wishful 

thinking!  

Just a quick reminder that 2020 dues payments 
are due now.  I will be set-up to collect dues at the 
January Member meeting.  The price for 2020 
dues remains the same as last year at $125 for 
regular members and $25 each for additional 
family members living in the same household and 
under 19 years old, or a spouse.  Junior members 
also remain at $25.  If you wish to mail your dues 
payment, please send by check to the club PO 
Box, which is Fox Valley Aero Club, P.O. Box 837, 
St. Charles, IL 60174. 

Also, table registration is open for the upcoming 
FVAC Swap Meet on February 15, 2020.  You can 
register on-line, or by mailing a check to the FVAC 
P.O. Box above.  Online registration for the event 
and all details are available at our event site 
https://foxvalleyaeroswap.com.  This is a great 
opportunity to clear out the shop or hanger of 
items no longer needed and turn them into some 
extra cash.  For those that like to shop, there are 
always great bargains to be found on parts or 
planes.  Admission for shoppers is $5, however 
FVAC members that volunteer some time to help 
with the event can enter for free.   We will be 
passing around a volunteer sheet at the Jan and 
Feb Member meetings to sign up for time slots.   
As always, our volunteers are great appreciated

Joe		

FROM OUR SECRETARY  
Debbie Howe 
Secretary@foxvalleyaero.com 

Fox Valley Aero Club - Member Meeting Minutes

November 14, 2019 @ 

St. Charles Township Hall

Hi All- due to a bunch of the extended family being 
sick and in the hospital and the holidays and full time 
work these minutes may be a bit shorter and to the 
point, than in other months. 

President Dale Gathman welcomed everyone and 
reminded everyone to say their name before talking so 
Debbie can do the minutes from the recording. 

Secretary Debbie Howe asked for a motion to approve 
the October Member Meeting minutes, a motion was 
made by Mark Knoppkie and seconded by Jeff Peca. 

Treasurer Joe Pedone said the checking account is at 
that low point right now with a bunch of end of the 
year expenses of the Christmas Parties, and two 
mowing and the fence being finished, but Joe said that 
was fine because we are starting to get dues coming in. 
Joe said that he will be taking the Big Dog raffle 
payments tonight as well at the door and you do not 
have to be present to win.  A motion to approve the 
Treasurers report was made by Tom Flint and 
seconded by John Fischer. All approved.

Membership Chairman, Tony Bahowick said we 
have 184 members 7 honorary members and 2 life 
members. We have a returning member with us tonight 
that has just rejoined, Jim Hari,  Jim said he had been 
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around about 8-9 years ago but had to put flying on 
hold in order to further his career and now he is retired 
and has rejoined the club. Welcome Jim! 

Field Chairman, Karl Griesbaum had no report, 
Dale Gathman let everyone know the new fence for 
the shed is up and all paid for so if you have not seen 
it, feel free to take a look. 

Nice Job Susan Galle on the Flypaper looks great!

Government Relations, Tom Spriet said he had no 
report.

President Dale Gathman wanted to give an update on 
the height restriction from the AMA.  Tyler Dobbs out 
at DuPage Airport said they are not looking at the class 
G airspace but will be looking at ABCD air space and 
the only one we really have to worry about is O’Hare 
airport and as of right now they have stated we need to 
stay at a 700’ ceiling and stay away from any full scale 
traffic. If you have further question feel free to come to 
a meeting and talk to Dale Gathman.

Tom Flint said that the fence posts that were installed 
were all done by hand and Tom was very thankful that 
we, as in the members, decided to pay to get that done 
verses us try to do it by ourselves. 

Someone asked when our lease was up and Dale told 
them that our lease is up 3/2024 so we want to make 
sure to keep the town and neighbors happy. 

Dave Murray brought his BVM F16, This plane has 
the Texas Retro paint scheme, and it has a working 
canopy, P220 engine. This plane is the exact same as 
his other F16. Dave said this plane has after burner, 
lights, servo operated canopy, and they all look great.  
Dave showed everyone the after burners, lights and 
canopy. Looks great Dave!

Armin Weber was up next and showed us a set of 
graphics he got from Oshkosh and he brought them 
home and applied them to a metal plate and did a great 
job weathering and put the panel lines on. Great job 
Armin!

Jim Thompson was next with his skymaster F4 
phantom.  It has a Jet Kat Titan 150 Turbine engine, 
94” fuse 63”wing. Dave Murray is helping Jim go over 
the plane and is putting in a new Futaba receiver. When 
ready the plane will be about 38-40lb.  He hopes to 

have this plane out in the air in spring. Looking Good 
Jim!

Kevin Hersey was up next with the 1/6th scale DR1 
from Balsa USA. The laser cut parts and instruction 
manual is great. Kevin showed us how the plane comes 
apart with the top 2 wings being removable. He plans 
on putting a 52 4stroke engine on. Can’t wait to see it 
fly Kevin!

John Fischer brought a wing from a yellow aircraft kit 
and showed everyone the fiberglass technique.  John 
did an article in the past newsletter about this and is 
willing to answer any questions members have and he 
can send you a copy of the PDF of that step by step 
process. 

Dale Gathman told everyone that we had a fund raiser 
for Sammy Werdrich to raise money for Type 1 
diabetes.  The Werdrich family was very happy that so 
many of the club members came out to support the 
cause and the great thing is just before the meeting we 
got notice that the FAA changed the rules and now 
people with type 1 insulin controlled diabetes can 
obtain second and first class certificates.  That is a huge 
win for Sammy and others with type1 diabetes, who 
want to become pilots.

John Turner “JT” Said the swap will be Saturday, Feb 
15th, we feel we will have another sell out and will 
need volunteers both Friday for set up and the next day 
for the swap. We have our own swap meet website this 
year that Joe Pedone set up for us - 
www.foxvalleyaeroswap.com  and you can even bring 
up a nice mobile app and make payments right there. 
Tables are $23 for a single and $21 for 2 or more. Nice 
job to both JT and Joe.

Bob Boen told everyone that early bird registration for 
Joe Nall opens up Dec 2nd. 

John Fischer was up to talk about Windy City Warbird 
and Classics will be June 18th-20th.  The team will be 
having a Skype meeting next week. We are looking for 
a new food vender for next year so if anyone has any 
contacts for a food vendor, please let John Fischer 
know as soon as possible. Registration for the Goshen 
is open for preregistration. 

Debbie Howe was up next explaining the two 
Christmas parties for the club.  The first is our 
traditional Christmas/Holiday party at the Hilton 
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Garden in St Charles.  That is where we have our big 
raffle and we want to thank Jeremy over at Hobby 
Town for his great discounts and donations to the 
Christmas Raffle and to the club all these years.  The 
second Christmas/Holiday party was at Rookies and 
that is our party where the club pays for the pizza, beer, 
wine and sodas and in exchange we pass the Santa Hat 
and ask members to donate to the Salvation Army 
Angel Tree, to help support those in need in our area.  
(Secretary’s Note: we had a great turn out to both 
events and I truly hope everyone had a good time).  We 
want to thank Alvin Cole for doing the music at the 
Hilton and to Dale Gathman for all his help with the 
set up and awards. 

President Dale Gathman said he would be opening up 
nominations for the board for FVAC 2020.  In addition 
to the nominations made at the October meeting, Bill 
Suhr was nominated for Director at Large.  The 
members will be getting an email from Survey Monkey 
in order to vote for the board as well as voting for a 
Members Choice award, for those, members are asked 
to pick a member that they feel has gone above and 
beyond and list a few reasons why they have voted for 
that person.  Voting will go out November 21st and 
close at midnight on November 25th. If you have any 
problems getting the email please feel free to call or 
email Debbie Howe and give her your votes manually. 

Mark Knoppkie will be taking over the role as Field 
Chairman for 2020 and said that in 7 days he will be 
officially retired and will be able to devote more time 
to the field than in the past.  Congrats Mark!!!

A big thank you to Buzz Janis for keeping the LP tanks 
filled at the field for the winter, our winter pilots 
appreciate it very much. 

A motion to adjourn was made by Bill Suhr and 
seconded by Dave Cotton. 

FROM JOHN TURNER - One of Our Swap 
Meet/Christmas Campaign Coordinators

Congratulations to our membership for their continuing 
support towards the Tri-Cities Salvation Army 
Campaign.  This year, our members donated both gift 
cards and toys where we presented to both Lt. Dena 
and Scott Smith.  Our contributions this year exceeded 
$2,300 in gift cards and consisted of restaurants, movie 
theaters, fuel, clothing, gifts for him/her, and even 
hobby town! 

When presenting our donations, the SA team expressed 
their appreciation to the FVAC who they can always 
count on for the young adults.  I explained our club is 
very active in the community and we enjoy supporting 
local charities as well as demonstrating our flying 
events throughout the year.  Lt. Dena will be making 
an effort to visit our field with several aviation 
enthusiasts including a personal visit to one of our 
monthly meetings. 
 
On behalf of our members who made this another 
successful event, thank you for supporting the SA and 
their purpose.
 
Happy flying in 2020. 
JT 
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FROM	OUR	MEMBERSHIP	CHAIRMAN	
Tony	Bahowick		

membership@foxvalleyaero.com		

Actually Jim is a returning member.  He joined FVAC for 
a brief period in 2010-2011, then put the hobby on the 
shelf due to time constraints.  Now retired, Jim is looking
forward to reestablishing himself in the hobby.  Right 
now, he’s flying electrics, a Hobby Zone Mini-Apprentice 
and a small Beast.  Dan Compton has been helping Jim 
get acclimated. 

Please extend a warm FVAC welcome. 
	

FROM A FAR-AWAY MEMBER 
- Denny McFarlane		

Don’t	Ignore	it,	Restore	it	

Due to the collapse of Hobbico, and the changing 
hobby industry in general, I haven’t messed with much 
but foam part fliers for the past five years, oftentimes 
simply from the end of our driveway. This brought on the 
need to rebuild my personal air farce. The problem is 
there are extremely few traditional kits still available and 
most of the almost ready-to-fly models were far out of my 
price range. This meant scrounging swap meets. 
Several parameters were put into place. Due to failing 
eyesight the airplane had to be large enough to see, but 
small enough to fit in my automobile. Also, I was looking 
for something a little slower than I used to fly (it happens 
to all of us) and I was hoping for a warbird, as locally, 
warbird events do not have size restrictions (they do 
have strict aircraft restrictions). Nothing could be found at 
the swaps in SW Florida, so I put in a call to FVAC 
member Bob Boen to check our annual swap meet. 
Shortly thereafter Bob came up with two airplanes that fit 

the bill. One was an older Top Flite P-39 kit and the other, 
which seemed perfect, was a Great Planes Fokker Dr-1. 

The P-39 was new in the box, so even if it is 
faster and more maneuverable than I was looking for 
there was no question of that one. The Dr-1 I wasn’t too 
sure about, but quickly an agreement was made based 
on a trade instead of cash. Purchased sight unseen other 
than a couple of photos I have to admit, I most likely 
would have walked away, but a deal is a deal. 

Hoping a couple of patches would make the 
airframe not just presentable, but flyable, I was in for 
quite a shock. The original MonoKote True Red color is 
no longer, or at least as of the time of the project, 
available. And for those of you who do build have found 
out, neither are a lot of other colors. That left a scheme 
based primarily on what I had in the bin of partial rolls. 

Incredibly until the mid 1960’s the Fokker Dr-1 
was nothing more than a footnote in aviation history. With 
a total run of a mere 320 aircraft and a front line service 
life of less than six months, little was known about the 
triplane. Then a cartoonist, who’s star was a very 
loveable white and black mutt named Snoopy, came up 
with the famous line, “Curse you Red Baron.” Until that 
time, Germany’s leading ace, Manfred von Richthofen, 
wasn’t even known as the Red Baron. Red was chosen 
as the color of his personal aircraft only because red was 
the color of the cavalry unit he transferred from when he 
joined the Die Fliegertrupe, or Imperial German Flying 
Corps. That said, since the mid 60’s the little Fokker has 
become quite famous and numerous books have been 
written about the Dr-1.

With many different schemes now at my finger 
tips, it was a matter of comparing drawings with what 
was in the leftover bin. What I had on hand was a little 
over two rolls of Cub Yellow, about a roll and a half of 
Olive Drab, and a roll of Sky Blue. This sort of equated to 
Manny’s brother, Lothar’s aircraft. (Lothar’s cavalry unit 
used yellow as its identifying color) The next step was to 
completely strip the existing red MonoKote from the 
airframe, and thankfully I did. 

For those who have never attempted this it’s not 
hard at all, but if you are nervous get with one of the 
more experienced FVAC members. Basically what needs 
to be done is the covering needs to be heated until the 
adhesive softens, and then just pull it off. Residue will be 
left behind, but acetone (wear gloves $6 for a box of 100 
at Harbor Freight) will remove most, if not all of the 
stubborn residue. Once the airframe was completely 
stripped, there was a deep sigh; this was going to be a 
very involved project. Fuselage stringers were cracked. 
Rushed field repairs had been made in several locations. 
The lower wing spar was broken and the leading edge 
sheeting of the upper wing was cracked in a several 
locations. Not planned, stripping the entire airframe was 
about the best thing that could have happened. 
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I’m not even about to get into the methods used 
to sister new plywood spars to broken old ones, or how 
to patch a cracked balsa leading edge, but even though a 
bit time consuming, it’s not that hard, and once again, if 
you’re new to this game, make a date with an 
experienced modeler to get you started.  

 This was one of the early ARFs.  Released in 
1999, the box touted an assembly time of something like 
six hours.  The restoration took a little longer, more like 
six months, but much of that was spent waiting for glue 
and paint to dry.  The other thing that took much longer 
than expected was sourcing materials.  The owner of the 
not so local hobby shop is a huge supporter of model 
aviation, but it costs money to inventory, and if few 
people are building or repairing, the money is better 
spent placing those items that do sell on the shelf.

The graphics were provided by Callie. All I had to 
do was send her a note of what I wanted and in what 
scale.  A few days (really about a week) later I got a note 
back stating she had completed the order and the 
graphics would be at my doorstep in a day or two.  The 
servos, five different brands and types that were mounted 
when I got the airplane, were all trashed and replaced 
with Futaba 3004s.  Perhaps a little too much effort was 
spent keeping the airplane period correct, but the 3004 
was the last of Futaba’s standard analog servos and they 
work perfectly fine, besides, the airplane was originally 
designed around the 3001, so even the 3004 is an 
upgrade from the manual’s recommended stock servo. 

As far as I can tell I’m most likely the fourth owner 
of this airplane.  During the course of its life, one or more 
of the previous owners used fuel containing castor oil. I 
suppose I could be called a Neanderthal, but I love glow 
powered aircraft.  The installed motor is an older Saito .
80 four stroke (not the current .82). Saito’s hate castor, 
but early synthetic oils were nothing to write home about 
either.  So far, by using modern synthetic oil based glow 
fuel, the bearings are holding together and that’s good 
news as I hate doing bearing replacement on a Saito.

To me the result is more than worth the effort.  A 
few years ago this is one of those airframes I might have 
tossed a patch on and sold it for whatever pennies I 
could get, but most likely had it not sold it would have 
found a home in the garbage bin.  Today these older 
airframes are extremely difficult to locate, but with some 
TLC they can be restored to better than new condition. 
The bottom line, don’t ignore what you can find hanging 
in the rafters.  Bring it down, dust it off and restore it, it’s 
the perfect winter project.  

DM

FROM THE EDITOR		

Susan	Galle		
newspaper@foxvalleyaero.com		

Sorry that I have not been writing much as there’s been a 
lot going on.  Just want to wish you all a wonderful, 
peaceful, joyful and healthy new year.  I am proud to be 
doing this flypaper for yet another year and trust me, I 
won’t stop with the laughs either.

On a sad note, we came together in the loss of a long-
time member Paul Jacobs.  I know he suffered and 
struggled and that’s never a good way to leave this world.  
I know he’s at peace now and that his family also finds 
peace at this time of difficulty.  RIP Paul.  

My other concern is (and this bothers me) since for many 
years, I have been in and around this hobby for as long 
as I’ve been married (which will be 28 years next month), 
and although I never took this hobby seriously in the 
beginning, I now know a lot more than I used to.  This 
new supposed legislation that the FAA is trying to pass I 
find to be ridiculously burdensome - not to mention the 
fact that no one (other than RC people) seem to 
understand how serious we actually take this hobby 
which is so much more than just a hobby when you think 
about it.  To list just a few key things: 1) we have limited 
airspace which is usually at a designated field with 
defined and concise parameters as to where exactly one 
can fly an RC plane, 2) the updated and current rules are 
always posted for members and non-member flyers to 
see and read in a common area with high traffic of 
members and non-members, 3) most of our events are 
sanctioned which means that we do “follow the 
recognized rules set by the AMA, and 4) we fly without 
incident and have for decades.  As your editor, I stand 
with you and tell you that I am proud to be alongside 
members who truly take the time to make all of our 
events safe (and fun) and most importantly without 
incident!  I can only hope our club along with the many 
other RC clubs around would someday be truly 
recognized for this one vital facet of the hobby.  As AMA 
members we do in fact treat this hobby as if it were life or 
death and we care.  Further, all safety precautions, 
parameters and the need for a spotter along with spotter 
rules are strictly enforced and followed and told to every 
member and non-member RC pilot who may fly at their 
own or another designated field at a particular event - 
whether it be near to an airport, near a residential or rural 
area  - we are always aware of where we are flying, what 
we are doing and we continue to do this without harm or 
incident.  
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Now	for	those	laughs	.	.	.		
	
An airline captain was breaking in a new blonde 
stewardess. The route they were flying had a layover in 
another city. Upon their arrival, the captain showed the 
stewardess the best place for airline personnel to eat, shop 
and stay overnight. The next morning, as the pilot was 
preparing the crew for the day's route, he noticed the new 
stewardess was missing. He knew which room she was in 
at the hotel and called her up wondering what happened. 
She answered the phone, crying, and said she couldn't get 
out of her room. "You can't get out of your room?" The 
captain asked, "Why not?" The stewardess replied: 
"There are only three doors in here," she sobbed, "one is 
the bathroom, one is the closet, and one has a sign on it 
that says 'Do Not Disturb'!"		

Blind Pilots
One day at a busy airport, the passengers on a 
commercial airliner are seated waiting for the pilot to 
show up so they can get under way. The pilot and 
copilot finally appear in the rear of the plane and begin 
walking up to the cockpit through the center aisle. Both 
appear to be blind; the pilot is using a white cane, 
bumping into passengers right and left as he stumbles 
down the aisle. The copilot is using a guide dog. Both 
have their eyes covered with sunglasses.  At first, the 
passengers do not react thinking that it must be some 
sort of practical joke. After a few minutes though, the 
engines start revving, and the airplane begins moving 
down the runway.  The passengers look at each other 
with some uneasiness. They start whispering among 
themselves and look desperately to the stewardesses for 
reassurance.  Yet, the plane starts accelerating rapidly, 
and people begin panicking. Some passengers are 
praying, and as the plane gets closer and closer to the 
end of the runway, the voices are becoming more and 
more hysterical.  When the plane has less than twenty 
feet of runway left, there is a sudden change in the pitch 
of the shouts as everyone screams at once. At the very 
last moment, the plane lifts off and is airborne.
Up in the cockpit, the copilot breathes a sigh of relief 
and tells the pilot: "You know, one of these days the 
passengers aren't going to scream, and we aren't going 
to know when to take off!"
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The	viewpoints	in	this	newsletter	are	solely	those	
of	the	individual	authors.		They	may	not	
necessarily	represent	those	of	the	Editor,	Officers,	
Board	or	Membership	of	the	Fox	Valley	Aero	Club.	

The	Flypaper	is	a	monthly	publication	of:	
The	Fox	Valley	Aero	Club	
P.O.	Box	837	
St.	Charles,	IL		60174-0837	
www.foxvalleyaero.	com	

An	Illinois	not-for-profit	Corporation

Interested	in	joining	our	club??		Go	to	foxvalleyaero.com	and	download		

the	FVAC	New	Membership	Form

http://foxvalleyaero.com
http://foxvalleyaero.com

