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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

TREASURER’S REPORT
Paul Jacobs

Alvin Cole

treasurer@foxvalleyaero.com

president@foxvalleyaero.com
The flying season is in full swing, we have had
great events at FVAC. As you are reading this we
will be finalizing plans for our festival of flight.
Please remember any club event that we have at
FVAC is just that, a club event. The participation
of the club members help to make it a success.
FVAC needs you!
The Cessna 310 has finally had its maiden flight
and I am happy to report a successful one.
Thanks to John Fisher all went well. We are going to make a few minor
adjustments and soon I will fly it myself. I will have it at the next event
even if just to show it off. What a cool plane.
The FVAC membership has all been courteous! We have been safe! And
we will continue to have fun! See you at the field...... - Alvin

Summer is going by a little too fast
but at least I am taking Fridays off to
get in some more flight time. My goal
this year is to get a few flights in on all
my completed aircraft. So far I’ve had
seven out at the field with five still in
the hangar…six if you count the DC-3.
Not sure if that one will make it as
each week of flights seem to cause
some down time in repairs. The most
disappointing one was the big Extra
300 engine deciding it didn’t want to
start after the first flight the day before the IMAC event. After talking
with DA and rebuilding the carb it is airworthy but I missed flying in the
contest. Hopefully there is always next year. Thanks to Jason and
Jennifer Boettcher who picked up the scoring duties for the contest
which would have allowed me to fly, all I could do was watch and judge a
few sequences.
Looks like quite a few members are planning to travel to Fond du Lac for
their Warbirds & Classics over the Midwest event on Aug 14-16. It’s
about a three hour drive and well worth attending. Remember, the more
we travel and attend other clubs events, the more they will come to ours.
We have picked up a few new members over the summer and the
checkbook is still in good shape. Maybe we can even bring in a few
dollars from the Festival which is our last major event of the year coming
up on August 23. That will be a busy day as our friends at Prop Masters
in Naperville are having their 3rd annual “Tailgate” outdoor swap meet
that day which begins at 8:00 AM so I will be able to stop by on my way
to the Festival.
Until next month,
Paul
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SAFETY CHAIRMAN’S MONTHLY TOPIC
Tom Siwek
safety@foxvalleyaero.com
Helping Your Fellow Modeler – In a Smart
and Safe Way
PILOT IN COMMAND
These words carry much weight in the
aviation world. They refer to the guy with
control, authority and ultimately - the
responsibility. The aeromodeling community
is relativity small and many among us are
willing if not eager to help our fellow
Orin Trademan Photo
modeler. The spectrum can range from
giving small pieces of advice to performing the maiden flight on a fellow
modeler’s new aircraft. It’s the latter that I’d like to discuss. Too often,
I’ve witnessed a modeler offer to help another with a maiden and not
perform any type of pre-flight inspection. Aircraft go airborne with little
more than faith determining the success, or lack-there-of, of the maiden
flight. To me, this is foolish approach that can invite unneeded danger.
So, let’s go back to the Pilot in Command. When you maiden an airplane
for another, you are the Pilot in Command. From the moment you fireup the engine to the moment you shut it down, you, the pilot, are
responsible for what happens with that airplane. Now, in practical
terms, if you’re performing a maiden on a fellow modeler’s plane and
there is a flight failure that results in the plane crashing, you may be apt
to hand the transmitter back to the plane’s owner and say, “tough break,
you must have made a building error” and wash your hands of the entire
situation. I’ve witnessed that very exchange occur. However, what if the

FVAC Flypaper – July 2014

same scenario happens and someone gets injured and/or property gets
damaged? Who’s responsible? The Pilot in Command is responsible.
When it’s all said and done, each of us as pilots are responsible for
insuring that the aircraft we fly is airworthy. It doesn’t matter if it’s our
plane or someone else’s. With that said, wouldn’t you want to know if
the controls are going the right direction? If batteries have a proper
charge level? If all of the control linkages are properly secure? If the
aircraft is balanced properly? Too often I don’t see these checks
occurring and the pilot is placing faith in the builder that everything’s
correct. That’s a bad and dangerous practice.
So the next time you’re asked, “hey, can you do a maiden flight on this for
me?” Your answer should be “Yes, but we should first do a pre-flight
inspection to insure the airplane is ready to fly.”
Fly safe, - Tom

Members of the Lima Lima Flight Team soar in formation over the Chicago
skyline as the city prepares for its annual air and water show.
-Alex Garcia, Chicago Tribune, Aug 15, 2013
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SECRETARY’S REPORT
Dale Gathman
secretary@foxvalleyaero.com

Fox Valley Aero Club
Member Meeting Minutes
July 10, 2014 @ FVAC Field
Editor Photo

Photos by Jason Boettcher

President Alvin Cole called the meeting to order at
7:35 pm and welcomed everyone.

Dale Gathman

Secretary Dale Gathman asked
for any additions or corrections to
the June 12, 2014 Member
Meeting Minutes.
None were
Alvin Cole
voiced. Tom Siwek moved to
accept the minutes as presented.
Mark Knoppkie seconded.
Motion passed
unanimously.

Treasurer Paul Jacobs reported that the
checkbook is in good shape, and that he has
presented the six month treasurer’s report
covering the first half of 2014 to the board. Rob
Sampson moved to accept the treasurer’s report as
presented. Dave Cotton seconded. Motion passed
unanimously.

Tom Siwek

Paul Jacobs

Safety Chairman Tom Siwek stated that things are going
well, and reminded us to keep it going in that direction.
Alvin Cole announced that earlier this week John Fischer
put his plane down in the grass, in order to prevent it
getting too close to the flight stations, thus choosing the
safety of his fellow members over the welfare of his
plane. Alvin thanked John for this ‘safe act’.
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Membership Chairman Tony Bahowick reported
that we currently have 179 paid members. He also
mentioned that two requests for honorary
memberships for non-flying friends or military
veterans have been brought to his attention
tonight. Alvin Cole stated that the board is
currently working on the parameters for honorary
memberships, and they will be presented
when complete. Alvin then asked if any new

Tony Bahowick

members were present. There
were two prospective members
in attendance, Cameron Smith
and his dad Robert Smith.
Robert stated that they were
driving by on July 4 th, and
decided to stop by to check out
the field, as they are very
interested in the club. They saw our field in the
newspaper article about our Windy City Warbirds &
Classics event. New member Kris Mirjanic then
introduced himself. He stated that John Turner
helped him build a twist, and he has been flying it for
about a week. Another new member Gary Bokowy introduced himself.
He stated that he came to us through our warbird event, where he talked
with Alvin. He had been thinking of doing this hobby for years. He also
has a neighbor who belongs to the Civil Air Patrol who has worked
security for our events. Welcome Kris and Gary.
Flypaper Editor Jason Boettcher received
two rousing rounds of applause for the great
job he did on the June issue (maybe the
largest issue ever published).
Field Chairman Mark Knoppkie announced
that the field is good and the grass is cut.
There are still two Porta Potties at the field
and the side marker poles are still in place to
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accommodate the Festival of Flight on August 23rd.
Windy City Warbirds & Classics – Alvin Cole announced that we still
have T-Shirts from the Windy City Warbirds & Classics event for sale,
and asked that any member who didn’t have one yet show their support
of the club and the event by purchasing one. He also reminded all
members that even though some didn’t have a plane that was qualified
to be brought to the event, we should have attended if at all possible to
show our support for this ‘club’ event. Alvin also happily reported that
we are going to hold the Windy City Warbirds & Classics event again
next year, on June 25, 26, and 27, 2015, which received applause from
the members. Alvin stated that the event was an overwhelming success,
and people really enjoyed it. Alvin mentioned that one of the things he
did was to introduce himself and talk to spectators who were in
attendance, showing them that he appreciated their coming to the event.
John Fischer next stated that he had a great time at the event, and the
group showed their agreement by applause. John
said that he had never worked as hard as he did
in organizing the event. John stated that he had
received some emails after the event and read the
following from Frank Del Giudice of Tri-Village
RC. Frank wrote “John, Comments are as follows:
Make no changes, Fox Valley rocked - you may
convey to all - you know how to put a warbird
event on. You must have it again in 2015”. John
John Fischer
said that this email conveyed the opinion of most
all of the pilots who attended the event. He also
mentioned that the club and event received great coverage from the
newspaper, both the Kane County Chronicle as well as the Tri-Cities
Daily Herald. Alvin stated that some of the attendees commented that
they saw the article in the paper, and came to the event after reading
about it. John next expressed appreciation to all who helped make the
event a success, including Karl Griesbaum who oversaw the parking of
cars. Karl has been tirelessly doing this job for the last ten years, and he
received a rousing round of applause for his dedication and hard work.
John then expressed appreciation to the board for taking it upon
themselves to put this event on again next year. He then mentioned that
the event wouldn’t have been possible without the guys who manned the
flight line – Sal Perno, Dave ‘Shooter’ Cotton, Dale Gathman, and Bill
Surh. John explained that the vests and walkie-talkies that the club
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bought helped the flight line guys be seen and to communicate with each
other, resulting in a well controlled flight line. John received feedback
from pilots that they felt a lot safer this year than they have in past years.
John Fischer next asked Alan Galle to come
forward. John explained that Alan’s wife Susan
Galle worked the 50/50 raffle during the event
on Friday and Saturday. She came up to John
Saturday around noon and said that she had
collected about $80.00 so far. John asked her to
wait until after the noon airshow and then do
one more round. Following this last round,
Susan had collected about $370.00. Alan and
Alan Galle
John were counting the money and splitting it
into two equal amounts, when Alan reached into his pocket to retrieve
the tickets that he had purchased. Susan drew the winning ticket from
the jar, and when she read off the number, Alan looked at John and
showed him that the ticket Susan had drawn matched Alan’s ticket. John
then explained that in the most selfless act he has ever seen, Alan told
John that he didn’t want the money and asked that another ticket be
drawn. John expressed that Alan deserved recognition for this selfless
act, and the crowd responded with thunderous applause. Paul Jacobs
mentioned that the winner of the 50/50 raffle from Friday was a
spectator who works at the correctional facility across the street.
John Fischer mentioned that hopefully we will get into the Warbirds and
Classics Alliance due to the success of this year’s event. Dave Cotton
stood to acknowledge John Fischer and Armin Weber for the work
they did in organizing this event, and stated that they did an awesome
job. The members showed their agreement by way of an extended
rousing round of applause.
Chicagoland IMAC Event Coordinator
Doug Swanson explained that IMAC is all
about ‘scale aerobatics’. Doug stated that
IMAC stands for International Miniature
Aerobatics Club. IMAC pilots emulate the
full scale aerobatics and airplanes of the
IAC, which stands for International
Aerobatics Club. Doug then asked the
crowd to excuse his practice plane (a small
simple plywood profile plane with stick

Doug Swanson
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attached) as he had crashed it, which drew considerable laughter from
the audience. Doug showed a basic chart, called an Aresti Diagram,
which IMAC pilots use to know what routines they need to fly. Doug
explained that most people are familiar with a simple loop, the most
basic IMAC maneuver, then asked how many of us had tried to fly a
perfectly round loop, while keeping the plane parallel to the runway,
even in wind. Doug explained that all of the IMAC maneuvers have to be
wind corrected. Doug encouraged everyone to give IMAC a try, as it will
improve our flying skills. He said that it teaches new skills, like using our
rudder while flying. The event is a little over
three weeks away, and Doug said that we
have time to put a basic routine together if we
want to give it a try. He said that it is not for
everyone, but competing in front of judges is
a ‘rush’. In the basic category, any airplane
can be used. The event is Saturday and
Sunday, August 2 and 3. Flying starts at
9:00am on Saturday and will run through
4:00pm. Sunday’s flying starts at 9:00am and
goes till 1:00pm or 2:00pm. Anyone with
questions about IMAC should email Doug at
‘photos@foxvalleyaero.com’.
Doug Swanson
Float Chairman Brian Wituk stated that it
was hot for the Swedish Days Parade. Brian said that he wasn’t watching
the crowd this time as he was piloting Dave Murray’s Habu down the
street. We had three electric jets taxiing down the street in front of the
float. Brian said that his niece’s cheerleading team was following our
float and we ‘smoked them out’ with Dave’s jet. Brian thanked the wives
who walked with the float, Paula Fischer and Heidi Wituk. Brian
mentioned that he wants to try to get our float in the Batavia Loyalty Day
Parade in May next year. That parade allows participants to hand out
flyers and throw candy, so we could use that opportunity to advertise for
our events. Brian stated that he had fun coordinating the float this year.
Alvin Cole explained that we have one of the only floats in the parades,
and it allows us to showcase what we do here. He said that we get a
great response from the crowd, both from the planes and especially from
shooting smoke from Dave’s turbine jet at the aft end of the float.
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Festival of Flight - Alvin Cole announced that the Festival of Flight will
be a one-day event held on August 23, 2014. Flyers were handed out to
the members. Mark Knoppkie explained that the Festival of Flight is for
everybody, any plane may participate. Mark will have a sign-up sheet for
workers at the August meeting. Mark said that Todd Culbertson will
work on radio coverage and advertising for the event. Todd will also
talk to Jeremy Dale at Hobbytown about donating some gift certificates.

Show and Tell – Dale Gathman announced
that he now has ten flights total on his Sopwith
Camel, nine by him and one by Cliff Fullhart.
Dale is starting to call the plane his ‘one flight
wonder’, as all but two of the flights ended in
nosing the plane over.
Every nose-over but one
caused some of the
UltraCote to split open,
requiring repairs to be
made. Upon investigation
of the UltraCote, which Dale had painted with Top
Flite Lustre Kote Flat Clear, it appears that the
Brian Wituk
Lustre Kote changed the properties of the UltraCote
in some areas, such that the UltraCote tears very
easily. Due to this problem, Dale warned fellow pilots not to use Top
Flite Lustre Kote on UltraCote covering. He tested the Lustre Kote on
Monokote covering, and it did not appear to weaken that covering.
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Rob Sampson showed his P-38, which he found as a kit on the internet.
It came with the motors, spinners, wheels, and just about everything,
and was a real good deal. Rob said that he had a connection with a real
P-38 when Bill Ross had his full scale P-38 here at DuPage Airport. Rob
was the mechanic on that plane for a few years. The kit required either
15 or 25 motors, and Rob chose the 25s. When using the heavier motors,
most people have to put weight in the tail. Rob chose instead to fully
sheet the tail feathers, rather than leave them open construction. He
also sheeted both booms with 1/16” basswood to increase rigidity. The
servos for the tail are hidden in the rear radiator covers. Rob flew the
plane Monday, and after a few adjustments, it flew pretty nice.

Rob Sampson and his P-38, which he found as a kit on
the internet.

Alvin Cole showed his ‘dream plane’, a Cessna 310. The plane is not
produced any more, so Alvin said he was lucky to get it.
Alvin replaced the original .46 engines with OS55 engines. John Fischer,
who agreed to maiden the plane for Alvin, told Alvin that he wouldn’t
maiden it unless it had .55 size engines. It is all ready to go, and Alvin
plans to maiden it in the next week or so. Alvin taxied the plane today.
Hearing no further business, President
Alvin Cole asked for a motion to adjourn.
Doug Swanson moved and Alan Galle
seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:16 pm.

Alvin Cole with his dream plane: a Cessna 310.

Respectfully Submitted
Dale Gathman – Secretary FVAC

The viewpoints in this newsletter are solely those of the individual authors.
They may not necessarily represent those of the Editor, Officers, Board or
Membership of the Fox Valley Aero Club.
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FROM THE EDITOR

Festival of Flight

Jason Boettcher
newsletter@foxvalleyaero.com
About the Cover: This month we catch a
glimpse of our Warbirds and Classics
Event, a three day extravaganza! Read
more about it inside on page 19.

The B-24 Liberator’s Cockpit in flight from DuPage
Courtesy Steve Thill

While attending a local
R/C event, I heard
someone mention that
Community
Days were happening
at the DuPage County
Airport on Saturday
and Sunday. The buzz
was that a B-24 was
going to be taking off
around 4:00 PM from
there.

Since the winds were predicted to kick up to 40 knots on Sunday, that
ruled out flying a model. So I decided to head to the Airport. When I got
home to check e-mail I discovered that Joe Pedone had sent out a note
letting us know about the airport event. Thank you Joe!

My wife Jen was pondering why we don’t have sweets for sale during our
events. So we are trialing a “Bake Sale” during the Festival of Flight on
August 23rd. If you or your significant other would like to contribute
baked goods or your time during the sale, please contact the newsletter.
All proceeds will go to the club. Items we are thinking of providing
include:

* Banana or Zucchini Bread * Rice Krispie Treats * Cinnamon Rolls
* Cookies * Brownies * Pie
Please help spread the word. We know there have to be some
phenomenal bakers out there who can make this a delicious and
successful inaugural bake sale! See you at the Festival of Flight!
–

JB & Jen

I took some photos and a friend who took a ride on the B-24 sent me a
couple shots from his flight which are also included here.
DuPage Airport
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SHOTS in the Air
Kris Mirjanic
Hanger 9 Twist
OS 55AX

Doug Swanson
Aeroworks Extra 300
DLE 111

Sebastian
Kowalski’s F9F
Panther

Orin Trademan Photo
Paul Makowski Photo
Orin Trademan Photo
Big Beautiful Doll

Sebastian
Kowalski F9F
Panther

Armin Weber and Sal Perno
Big Beautiful Doll
In the air

Brian Wituk Photo

Paul Makowski Photo

Jason Boettcher
Aeroworks Yak 54
DA-100

Background Photo Shot by Paul Makowski
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SHOTS from the Field
Rob
Sampson
Hangar 9
Extra 260
DA-50
This was an
X-mas party
Big Dog
Win!

Sal Perno
Piper cub
OS 46AX

Rob Sampson
Kyosho Gee Bee
Saito 56

Brian Wituk
enjoys a flight

Editor Photo
Editor Photo
Paul Jacobs
Columbo anderson Extra 300 Kit
DA-100

Editor Photo
Orin Trademan Photo

Kris Mirjanic
Hanger 9 Twist
OS 55AX

Doug Swanson
Aeroworks Extra 300
DLE 111

Editor Photo
Editor Photo

Jason Boettcher
Aeroworks Yak 54
DA-100

Editor Photo

Doug Swanson Photo

Orin Trademan
Parkzone Sukhoi

Editor Photo

Orin Trademan
Hangar 9 Yak 54
with AS3X and Carbon-Z

Dan Compton
Dynam Pitts
Model 12 Yellow

Editor Photo

Dorie Jacobs
calls for
Paul while practicing
IMAC

Editor Photo

Editor Photo

“I can’t read this
Aresti (yet)”

Jason Boettcher
tries to call for
Doug Swanson

Orin Trademan Photo

Mark Knoppie
grabs a bite
Quadcopter with a RGB laser projector:
to eat

Orin Trademan Photo

Looks cool, but seems like a bad idea if you value eyesight.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mQ6_VnOVN54#t=26
Orin Trademan Photo
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Joe Pedone
has a look
at his engine

John Fischer and
John Turner

Armin Weber and
Sal Perno
In the pits working
on
Big Beautiful Doll

Paul Makowski Photo
Paul Makowski Photo

Orin Trademan Photo

Dave Cotton
Shows his enthusiasm
at the member meeting

GHPP Tom Spriet chews the fat
with Dennis McFarlane

Buzz Janis
Flyzone Sensei
MAIDEN!
Editor Photo
Paul Makowski Photo
Sebastian
Kowalski’s F9F
Panther

A peek at the
power plant

Paul Makowski Photo

Brian Wituk Photo
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Corn Navigation

So, in the event your pride and joy ends up in the corn, please consider
the following highly recommended recovery procedure:

Last summer I witnessed an embarrassing situation. It happened on a
warm sultry Thursday evening before a club meeting being held at the
field. One club member (not to be cruel but sometimes he doesn’t
appear to be too bright) lost control of his plane and it went down in the
corn. The hapless pilot immediately turned off his transmitter, set it
down, and with a few shouts of “on the field” sprinted across the grass
and plunged into the corn rows in search of his lost plane. He must have
thought it was going to be a simple task to retrieve it. After he was gone
for a while a compassionate club member took pity on him and went out
to assist. It took them both over two hours to find the plane. Back at the
club meeting they were getting ready to send out a search party.
Well, OK… that guy was me. (thanks again to Dave Kozara for coming out
to help). Having been there and done that, I thought it would be of value
to repeat the instruction provided at that same club meeting on the
proper procedure to fish your ill fated but well loved (not to mention
costly) aircraft from the depths of the corn.
The corn is both friend and foe. It’s thick growth and tall stand often
limits the damage to your errant aircraft. However, that same thick
growth is very efficient at hiding your plane (or helicopter) and
thwarting the efforts of the retrievers.
For those pilots of better proficiency who have never spent time in the
corn maze maybe a little description is in order. At maturity the corn is
7-8 ft tall (seems like 15’). The leaves form an effective jungle type
canopy. The light is reduced. The leaves are sharp. The air is heavy. It’s
difficult to keep a sense of distance. The bugs are swarming. Hideous
creatures have been known to live there.
If there has been any rain recently it makes it even more fun. The
ground is now mud which makes walking a real treat, plus the mud has
an unusually high affinity for your shoes.

Have fun and see you at the field
- Tony Bahowick
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On a fine summer day in June some FVAC members flew in a float fly sponsored by SAC (Suburban
Aero Club of Chicago).
They flew at the Midlothian Reservoir located at 167th St. and Cicero Ave.
As you can see by looking at the pictures float flying is another part of this hobby that is worthy of
exploration.
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Learn more at
http://samaviation.com/

Longstanding FVAC Member Returns
Please join me in welcoming Jonathan Smith back to the club. Jonathan was a FVAC member for over 22 years. He left the club in the
late 2000’s when he accepted a missionary position through a local church. Jonathan provides needed air service to communities
within New Guinea. He will only be back with us for a short while as he’s scheduled to return to his mission in December.
- Tony Bahowick
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Streator RC Flyers Float-Fly
By Dennis McFarlane
Foul weather loomed, but it was a nice event.
Representing FVAC, myself, Steve Baker and Bob Boen (along with 25 pilots from other clubs) spent Saturday July 12, at
the annual Streator RC Flyers float-fly held at Starved Rock State Park on the Shore of the Illinois River.

The forecast was for inclement weather. It was actually raining extremely hard - more like a monsoon - on the way to our meet-up location at the
"R Place" restaurant/truck stop located at I-80 and I-47. My comment over breakfast was, "Bob, don't you think it's raining a little hard for a model
airplane event." Bob's response was classic, "We're going to a float-fly Denny, you're going to get wet anyway." (See below)
It wasn't just Bob and I. There was a contingency of pilots from WAM
(Woodland Aero Modelers) along with their wives present as well. Everyone had
their phones and pads out looking at the radar and there appeared to be a five or
six hour window of opportunity to fly. We were going. Just outside of the park the
weather cleared and the clouds lifted to a height where safe flying was
completely possible. Attending the float-fly was the right decision, this was going
to be a fun day.
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It's a shame, but as the day progressed all three of us had problems. My
receiver wouldn't hold bind and the bolt holding the pushrod to the control horn
of Steve's rudder came off and he was all over the sky. Not knowing what was
wrong, Steve called he'd had enough fun and was landing. Amazingly Steve slicked
his Husky in, yet couldn't get it back to shore. It wasn't until his plane was
retrieved that he found out what had happened. After a successful flight things
started going south with Bob's engine and he couldn't get it to perform. I don't
know if it was inhaling water or if the ignition system was getting wet. On run-up
it tach'd to 8K, but would start to miss and poop-out during the takeoff run.
Flying off water is an absolute blast, but it's a lot harder on equipment than most
people realize. All of the problems experienced were directly related to the environment
and by no means were we alone. Water messes with electronics, it will instantly shred a
propeller and as witnessed, can spray with enough force to strip a bolt off a control
horn. Still we had a really nice day. It was an opportunity to relax in the beautiful park
environment and like always, make a few new acquaintances.

Members of WAM have made this event a "Day Date" and as mentioned their wives come along. Not only do the guys get to fly, but the ladies enjoy
socializing in the park setting. After the float-fly winds down they all head over to one of the finer restaurants that adjoins the park for a nice earlyevening meal. Those guys have got their act together. - DM
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By Jason Boettcher

Orin Trademan Photo
Dale Gathman Photo

Dale Gathman Photo

Orin Trademan Photo

Dale Gathman Photo

John Fischer and Armin Weber worked for about a year
setting up this event. Each day begins with a volunteer
and pilot meeting. Armin was the CD, John directed.

Dale Gathman Photo
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Pilot Registration
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Orin Trademan Photo

The tarmac is opened to the public for closer
inspections of the models after the noontime
show. Spectators are encouraged to ask pilots
questions.

Editor Photo

Orin Trademan Photo

Orin Trademan Photo

Orin Trademan Photo

Orin Trademan Photo

Orin Trademan Photo
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Dale Gathman Photo
Editor Photo

Balsa USA had kits and wood for sale

Editor Photo
Brian Wituk Photo
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Some war bird history: The Doolittle Tokyo Raiders was a group eighty men from all walks of life who flew into history on April 18, 1942. They were all volunteers and this was a very dangerous mission. Sixteen
B-25 bombers took off from the deck of the USS Hornet, led by (then Col.) Jimmy Doolittle. They were to fly over Japan, drop their bombs and fly on to land in a part of China that was still free. Of course,
things do not always go as planned. The months following the attack on Pearl Harbor were the darkest of the war, as Imperial Japanese forces rapidly extended their reach across the Pacific. Our military was
caught off guard, forced to retreat, and losing many men in the fall of the Philippines, leading to the infamous Bataan Death March. By spring, 1942, America needed a severe morale boost. The raid on Tokyo
on April 18, 1942, certainly provided that – cheering the American military and public. Yet, the Doolittle Raid meant so much more, proving to the Japanese high command that their home islands were not
invulnerable to American attacks and causing them to shift vital resources to their defense. Two months
later that decision would play a role in the outcome
of the Battle of Midway, the American victory that would begin
to turn the tide in the Pacific War.

Dale Gathman Photo

Dale Gathman Photo

Dale Gathman Photo

Editor Photo

The Kid’s Hanger had all sorts of R/C related things to
explore. Todd Culbertson put it together.

Dave & Chris from Wisconsin
who attended had a war bird
build article published in the
August issue of Model
Airplane News. Chris built the
Balsa USA Bristol M-1 kit.

Dale Gathman Photos
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‘The crew”: Here are *some* of the FVAC members that helped
make this event possible. There was also pilot registration, ticket
sales, gate keeper, parking management, raffle sales, …

Dale Gathman
Air Boss, flight line

Armin Weer
Event CD, Civil Air Patrol

Karl Griesbaum
Helped Setup, parking
coordination

Dave Cotton
Flight line, plane fetcher

Sal Perno
Airboss, Airboss
support, flightline
Tom Siwek, Emcee

Dave Murray
Pilots Meal, Jet Liason

John Fischer
Event Director

Mark Knoppie
Field Chairman, Event Setup

It was Sal’s idea to play 1940’s music which
added some class. Alvin set up the tunes,
which were so good folks asked for a copy
(sorry, its copyrighted material). Kevin Kessler
brought in sound effects such as air raid sirens
and pilot talk. The combination was perfect!

President Alvin Cole at the gate:
‘If you are not having fun you are
Not doing it right! Be nice.’
Pilot Registration

FVAC Flypaper – August 2014
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This B-36 has six 26cc gasoline engines. It has a 230” wingspan and weighs in
at 120 lbs. It is custom designed and fabricated from scratch; the amazing
Carl Bachhuber from Wisconsin is at the controls. Bob Walker of FVAC built
the landing gear which, according to Carl ‘really works well’.
****FORGOT to ask pilot his name*****

Dale Gathman Photo
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This Super Hornet has 50 lbs of thrust and took two years to build. It
weighs in at 53 ¼ lbs and Lewis Patton ‘The General’ of Louisville,
Kentucky, states he loves to fly it.

Dale Gathman Photo
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Dale Gathman Photo

Howard Bifeld Photo

Armin Weber Photo
The Civil Air Patrol provided services including shuttling spectators to and from the
parking lot and security for the airplane hangar tent.

Editor Photos

Once again Hobbytown comes through, they
had Hitechs in stock for the burned up flap servo on Bob’s Corsair

FVAC Flypaper – August 2014

HobbyTown USA
2061A Lincoln Highway, St. Charles, IL 60174
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Brian Wituk Photo

Doug Swanson Photo

Editor Photo

Editor Photo

Tom Siwek was the man behind the microphone
and also setup R/C flightdeck online for the event.

FVAC Flypaper – August 2014

Dale Gathman Photo

28

Dale Gathman Photo

John Fischer
summarizes the event details
during our Member Meeting
held at the field.

Editor Photo

Left: Dave Cotton steadies
Vic Miller’s plane at takeoff. Another
one of Vic’s classic planes is above left.
Below: Captain Dave Murray sets
up one of his jets for landing.
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Several Local Clubs Attended & Participated in FVAC War Birds & Classics Fly-in

The Suburban R/C Barnstormers who attended this event included John Howe, Dave West, Steve Merrill,
Mike Maciejewski, Victor Fortino, Orvil Fluharty, Glenn LaRocco, and Jerry Polz. There might have been others.

Editor Photo

Editor Photo

Editor Photo

Dave West

Scott Stampfli spots for John Howe

Mike Maciejewski spots for Balsa USA

Some folks from Blue Max Flying Club of
Buffalo Grove, Illinois also attended and
flew.
And we certainly can’t
Leave out the
Naperville
Prop Masters!

Editor Photo

Victor Fortino
Editor Photo
Editor Photo

Carl Will and Howard Bifeld of Blue Max
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Bob Boettcher of the Naperville Prop Masters
takes a closer look at one of the birds
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Orin Trademan Photo
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By Jason Boettcher
Extra! Extra! Read all about it, we were published in the Daily Herald.
Laura Stoecker (left) of the Daily Herald covered our event with an excellent article that was published on Saturday during our event
weekend. In addition to club exposure the timely publication allowed the reader an opportunity to attend our event.

Thank you for
visiting us, Laura!

Article reproduced
with permission from
the Daily Herald
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See more of Laura’s photos online:
http://www.dailyherald.com/article/20140627/news/140628631/photos/AR/
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ShoT OF THE MONTH
Dale Gathman took this photo during the Warbirds and Classics Event.
Dale Gathman Photo

FVAC Flypaper – August 2014

34

3
2
.
Aug

rd

www.foxvalleyaero.com

AIRFIELD LOCATION: Route 38, 1/2 mile West of Peck Road on the south side of the road. Look for the FVAC sign!

January 1
January 9

First in Flight Fun-Fly
FVAC Member Meeting

www.foxval leyaero.com

10:00 AM FVAC Field
6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at Township Hall

2014 Fox Valley Aero Club Calendar of Events

FOX VALLEY
AeroClub
February 13
February 22

FVAC Member Meeting
FVAC Annual Swap Meet

6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at Township Hall
Kane County Fair Grounds

April 10
April 12 or 19
April 26

FVAC Member Meeting
Member Work Day
Fun Fly Open House

6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at Township Hall
FVAC Field
9:00 AM – 5:00 PM FVAC Field

June 7
June 8
June 12
June 20 & 21
June 22
June 26, 27, 28

Kids Day & Rocket Fest
Fun-Fly & Pig Roast
FVAC Member Meeting
Al’s Helicopter Fun-Fly
Geneva Swedish Days Parade
2014 Windy City Warbirds & Classics

FVAC Field
FVAC Field
6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at FVAC Field
FVAC Field
Time TBD
FVAC Field

March 13

May 8
May 26

July 10

FVAC Member Meeting

FVAC Member Meeting
St. Charles Memorial Day Parade

FVAC Member Meeting

Chicagoland IMAC Challenge
Cub Fly and FVAC Member Meeting

6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at Township Hall

6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at Township Hall
Time TBD

6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at FVAC Field

Festival of Flight

FVAC Field
Cub Fly 2:00; Meetings- 6:30 Board,
7:30 Regular at FVAC Field
FVAC Field

October 9
October 19

FVAC Member Meeting
Fun-Fly & Turkey Fry

6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at Township Hall
FVAC Field

December 5

Annual Christmas Party

Hilton Garden Inn

August 2 & 3
August 14
August 23

September 11

November 13

FVAC Member Meeting

FVAC Member Meeting

6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at Township Hall

6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at Township Hall

FVAC New Membership Form
New Member Assessment Fee: $300.00

(For new memberships only.)
Does not include dues.

Dues for Senior Members (18 years and over) ...... $125.00 per Member
Dues for Junior Members (17 years and under) ...... $ 25.00 per Member
Family Membership
...... $125.00 per Member
($25 for each additional family member with an AMA card, either a spouse or a child under 18 years old.)

Yes

No

Include me in the member only phone book

Do not publish my information

PLEASE PRINT

Your Full Name:

AMA Number:

Age: (Junior Members only)

Dues Amount:

$
$
$
Your Complete Mailing Address:

Please list the R/C channel(s) you use:
Your Phone Number/s:
Home:

Your Work Mailing Address:
Work:
Cell:

Your E-mail Address:

Total Payment Enclosed:

$
Make checks payable to:

“Fox Valley Aero Club”

Signature

What is Your Occupation? (Please provide details)

Complete and mail this form to:
FOX VALLEY AERO CLUB
P.O. BOX 837
ST. CHARLES, IL 60174-0837

Date

