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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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Tom Spriet–president@foxvalleyaero.com

Hey Folks, as promised, here is the picture of our
field that is viewable by inserting the following link
into your web browser:
http://64.135.199.212:8080/cgibin/viewer/video.jpg?streamid=3
This particular picture was taken Sunday, August 5th.
It shows aircraft, judges and pilots during the IMAC
event. Although our camera is capable of streaming
video, the bandwidth
of
our
internet
connection is not

adequate to provide a useable video stream for more than 2
viewers. Considering our membership and the possible load
on the system we will only be providing still images. The
resolution is good enough however, that with proper lighting
you can zoom into the area of the flags and be able to actually
see the cars and red flag at the firing range. You must admit,
that's pretty darn good compared to what we had before!!

Currently the camera is on a timer that runs the juice bar and
operates from just before 6:00am until about 9:00pm. Take a
look, you can now see real time field conditions, activity and
whether or not your parking space is available. By refreshing
your browser a few times you should be able to determine
wind direction by watching the flags. Enjoy the new tool!

Recently I sent out a notice regarding flying over the trees to the
west, as well as the houses and families that are located there.
Due to that recent flight activity, the residents have warned us
of potential actions which would affect our field privileges at
Fox Valley Aero Club. We must take immediate steps to stop
and prohibit all over flight of the trees and homes in that area.
Over flight of that area will be cause for immediate suspension
of your flight privileges. Consider this a zero tolerance
warning!!!!!!

I instructed the pilots of the IMAC event not to overfly the trees.
After consideration of the changes that had to be made, they
were able to 100-percent comply with the restriction. Most all
of these pilots fly 30 and 40 percent aircraft and had no
problems. I will also state and reiterate the rules as displayed
at the field that over flight of the 911 center to the east is also
not allowed.
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We have become complacent and sometimes careless in where
we operate our aircraft. That time
continued on next page
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continued from previous page

FROM THE EDITOR

It is totally up to you, the membership, whether we
continue flight operations at our current location. You all
have a stake in making sure these above flight restrictions
are adhered to. Without complete cooperation by all
members and guest we will be rolling up our runway,
packing our bag and looking for another location.

As I write this I’m still exhausted—even days after the
IMAC competition was held out at our field. Look for
a write-up on the competition in the next issue. I
didn’t fly in the event, 1) because I wasn’t quite ready
with my skills, and 2) even if I had planned on it, I
don’t know how I would have had time to get my
flights in. It now looks like the last competition of the
year will be my first of the year. I hope to fly at the North Central
Regional Finals down at Horizon Hobby’s Eli Field,
located in Monticello, IL. I hear a few other members
will also make the trip.

has passed! In order for our existence to continue at this
beautiful location we have come to know as our field, we
must consider our neighbors and adhere to the above flight
restrictions.

See you at the next meeting,
Tom Spriet
GHP

Great Planes Phazer
EDF Sport Jet EP ARF
(GPMA1802)

Doug Swanson–newsletter@foxvalleyaero.com

This month Dennis McFarlane has submitted a tip to
help your glow engine smoke less. Check out his
simple modification on page 7.
‘Till next month,
Gone Fishin’!
Doug

Sebastian Kowalski’s shirt sums up the way
many of us feel about our hobby. He says it
should be re-ordered to SLEEP EAT FLY.

DLE Engines
DLE-60cc Twin
Gas Engine
w/Electronic
Ignition
(DLE60RA)

Doug Swanson photos
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Fox Valley Aero Club Calendar of Events

August 9
August 18

FVAC Member Meeting
Cub Scout Rocket Day

6:30 Board 7:30 Regular at FVAC Field
8:00 AM FVAC Field Just added to list!

October 11
October 21

FVAC Member Meeting
Fun-Fly & Turkey Fry

6:30 Board 7:30 Regular at Township Hall
10:00 AM FVAC Field

December 7

Annual Christmas Party

Hilton Garden Inn

September 13

November 8
January 1

February 23

FVAC Member Meeting

FVAC Member Meeting
First-to-Fly Fun Fly

FVAC Annual Swap Meet

Club members:

January 1
First-to-Fly Fun Fly

6:30 Board 7:30 Regular at Township Hall

February 25
FVAC Annual SWAP

6:30 Board 7:30 Regular at Township Hall

May 26 & 27
Classic Pattern Contest

10:00 AM FVAC Field

!

Past Events of 2012

April 21
Member Work Day

June 2 & 3
FVAC Pattern Contest

June 9
Kids Day

Kane County Fair Grounds
Remember—the next meeting is held out at
the field—unless there is inclement weather,
when it will revert back to the township hall.

My friend, Darryl Miller, is the president of the Morrison Model Aircraft Flyers Club. They are
hosting a fly-in on August 12 to benefit the Susan G. Komen Foundation. Because they are a
small club, it would make a huge impact on their fund raising if we were able to get a group
together to go crash (figuratively) their event. If I am not working, I am planning on taking a
plane or two out there and flying a bit for the cause.
-Bill Sponsler

June 10
Fun-Fly & Pig Roast

June 15 & 16
Al’s Helicopter Fun-Fly

June 21 & 22
Festival of Flight

August 4 & 5
IMAC Challenge

Web address with details: (clickable links)
http://www.mmafrc.org/Club-Calendar/Susan-G--Komen-Flight-for-the-Cure-Fly-In-Benefit.aspx
Flyer: http://www.mmafrc.org/Documents/SusanGKomenFlyin2012_rev1.aspx
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Silence Twister 91 ARF
by Seagull (SEA140)
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our contributions to the local area such as
Kids Day, Toys for Tots, Festival of Flight
John Turner–vicepresident@foxvalleyaero.com
and many other key points about our
membership involvement. The article was
This year’s Festival of Flight was
featured about a week ago and can be found by the link:
another great success presented
http://www.chicagotribune.com/videogallery/71186917/News/
by
the
FVAC
and
its
Radio-flyers-Having-fun-with-model-airplanes
membership. Over 90 pilots
exhibited their aircraft and
Looking ahead, I am finalizing the bulletin for our 2013 SWAP,
flying skills during the two day
which will be held at the Kane County Fairgrounds February
event, including the noontime
23, 2013. Updates on their website will be modified (date,
show with jets, war birds, and
contact persons , costs) and finalized by the end of August.
3D flying. Our catering group
Also, we need to make sure our FVAC website is updated with
was very pleased with the number of food served both days
upcoming events going into 2013. Both Joe Pedone and I will
and asked if they could be included for next year’s event. As
be organizing this event and will reach out to volunteers for
always, a big thank you goes out to all the FVAC volunteers
setting up and taking town the tables in February. The
who made this a huge success and took extra time throughout
afternoon foamy flying was a real hit this past year and we will
the week for preparing the field and returning it back to
offer this to pilots and members at the end of the SWAP. More
normal after the event.
information will be forth coming over the next few months.

A few weeks after the show, I had a call from a journalist with
the Chicago Tribune. She was doing a feature story with another
model association (Woodland) and found out about the FVAC
and their many activities within the community. I discussed

With the summer events now over, I am looking forward to
weekend flying and the annual Turkey Fry in October
Fly Safe!

JT

Please take a moment to recognize the fine companies who provide complimentary services for us out at the field.
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TREASURER’S REPORT
Paul Jacobs

treasurer@foxvalleyaero.com

It has been a busy month but I would like to start
out by saying a big THANK YOU to all the
members that participated in our Festival of Flight.
Whether you donated your time working the event
or were one of the 90 registered pilots flying for the
public, it was a great event promoting FVAC. Our
participation in both parades and the public
attendance at the event really puts a positive spin
to model aviation and that’s why were here. We
did manage to make a few dollars on the event
which makes it all worth the effort and the weather was good
both days. I also want to say special thanks for the work done
by the Civil Air Patrol who managed security and helped both
days with parking and the golf cart people moving.

Two members that flew at the event also flew at Kentucky Jets.
As you can see in the photos below, they brought home two
awards from that effort.
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Jim Martin flew his swing-wing electric powered jet and Dave
Murray flew his parade-smoking Thunderbird. While on the
subject of jets, I would like to throw in a plug for two upcoming
events within easy driving distance for our members:
JET WORLD MASTERS US QUALIFIER
(http://www.rcuniverse.com/forum/m_10891776/tm.htm)
ROUTE 66 JETS 7TH ANNUAL
(http://www.rcuniverse.com/forum/m_10893280/tm.htm)
(http://www.route66jets.com/)

Dorie and I just finished scoring the IMAC Challenge 6, which
drew 24 pilots and was a very well run and successful contest.
Doug Swanson, Dave Genovese, Dan Rocha and Chris Nelson
joined forces with Mel Ziska, CD, to fill in for our departed
friend Dan Knippen who had run the event for the past 18 years.
Dan’s wife, Glenda, also attended the event and was given a
plaque during a moving dedication by Dan Rocha.

By the way, the treasury is still in good shape and on budget so
I would guess it is time for me to go flying.
Until next month,
Paul

Engine

A u g u s t
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by Dennis McFarlane

Tip

You’re not running rich,
the muffler is retaining oil.

H

ow many times have you tuned the motor on
your airplane to peak performance and then
backed off two clicks of the needle for the
motor’s longevity. Unless you’re running a
competitive event like a pylon race, or perhaps FAI
pattern this is the way the vast majority of motor’s
should be tuned, and is recommended by everyone
from national model aviation figures to the
knowledgeable tuners who our part of our club.

Inevitably though, it always happens. While flying you
pull into a tall vertical maneuver and smoke starts to
pour out of your muffler. The well meaning member
suggests you’re running rich, as evidenced by the
smoke trail while vertical, and you listen, trying to
lean the motor out until the smoke disappears.
Generally if you are lucky, all that will happen is a few
blown glow plugs (be sure to buy the replacements at
my favorite hobby shop) and dead stick landings. If
you aren’t so lucky you’ll burn a piston, and score the
cylinder wall. I’ve even seen broken crankshafts on
motors from guys running so lean the motor preignites or fires before the piston is at the top of its
stroke.
The bottom line is your motor was never rich, the
muffler is simply retaining oil, and the new synthetics
that are part of today’s fuel do not burn at the
temperatures we run our glow engines. Therefore,
when you pull vertical, all of the retained and heated
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oil leaves a billowing smoke trail as it flows from the
muffler exit.
The cause of this is a cone that is part of every stock
muffler produced, regardless of the engine
manufacturer. This cone is in place for two important
reasons. One: it helps to reduce the noise of your
motor, and two: it creates the back pressure
necessary for our motors to run reliably at various
throttle settings.

The modification is simple. It is so simple it can be
done in most cases while the muffler is still attached
to the engine and only takes a few minutes to
perform.

The first thing to be done is to
loosen the jamb nut at the back
of the muffler. The tailpipe
needs to be removed as well,
and it is threaded, so use a
screwdriver to remove the long
bolt which is used to hold the
muffler halves together. Once
the muffler is apart, remove the
cone, which is only a slip fit, and
at the base of the taper drill a hole. In most cases I use
a 1/8 drill, but honestly you can actually put LAR
(Looks About Right) engineering into play. De-burr the
hole, and replace the cone, positioning the weep hole
you’ve made at the very bottom of the muffler.
Reassembly of the muffler is the opposite of
disassembly.

Now the oil has a way out. Provided the motor is
properly tuned there will no longer be the trail of
smoking oil when you pull vertical. Best of all, there
will be no retained oil leaking out in your car – or
worse yet, dripping all over the carpet when you bring
the model back indoors. DM
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SECRETARY’S REPORT

Tony Sokol–secretary@foxvalleyaero.com

Fox Valley Aero Club

General Meeting Minutes
July 12, 2012 @ FVAC Field

President Tom Spriet called the meeting to order at
7:42pm.

www.foxvalleyaero.com

Vice President John
Turner received a telephone call
from the AMA regarding the
information we sent him about
our activities. The information
along with some pictures of our
community relations activities like
the Swedish Days and Memorial
parades appear on the AMA blog.
John suggested we compose an
article regarding our civic
John Turner
activities and submit it to the
news paper, radio news, or
Television and mention the AMA.
If we do, we can earn a check for $100, $200, or $300 respectively.
We have new flags flying in preparation for the upcoming Festival of
Flight. The flyer for next year’s swap meet is underway so that it can
be published in the AMA journal well in advance so that vendors can
plan ahead. John’s wife Pam is working on the Ladies’ gifts for the
Christmas banquet.
Mel Ziska was thanked for lending his experience and knowledge to
help with our public relations effort. He also provided many of the
flags that are now gracing our field. Thanks Mel!
Field chairman Greg
Bohler noted that some help will
be needed starting at 8:00am the
Wednesday before the Festival.
Most things are ready to go but
there will be some loose ends to
tie up in advance of the day.

photos by
Dale Gathman
Thanks, Dale!
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Secretary Tony Sokol asked for additions or corrections to
the May minutes as published. A motion to approve was made by
Chuck Noyes and seconded by Rob Sampson. The minutes were
approved.

Membership Chairman
Sal Perno introduced two new
members Paul Wasmond and his
brother Bob. Sal also introduced
Dave Kozara, who has been a
continued on next page

Greg Bohler

A u g u s t
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Paul and Bob Wasmond

Congratulations Jim.

member for about a month now
and working with Dan Compton.
Dan presented Dave with his solo
certificate. Congratulations Dave.
Sal also asked guest Michael
Cannata to say a few words
regarding his first impressions and
flying experience.
Dan Compton presented Jim
DiVerde his solo certificate.
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Tom noted that the
internet is up and
running at the field.

The
meeting
was
adjourned at 8:06pm

Respectfully Submitted
Tony Sokol – Secretary
FVAC

Jim DiVerde

Treasurer Paul Jacobs reported
that the Treasury is in good shape.
Festival shirts came in and will be

Michael Cannata

available after the
meeting for $10 each.
We still need volunteers to
sign up to help for the event.
The Civil Air Patrol will be here
Friday and Saturday night for
security detail.
Dave Kozara
Paul introduced retired Robart
founder and CEO and FVAC
founding member Bob Walker to those who have never had the chance to meet him.
Bob has become involved with the Florida Aviation Historical Society and his current
flying project is a 15 ft. seaplane.

Paul Jacobs

Bob Walker

Flyzone Nieuport 17
WWI Micro EP RTF
(FLZA2040)
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FIELD CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Greg Bohler–gbohler@sbcglobal.net

The weather has cooperated and we have had a
very dry summer—understatement, huh? This
just means that there were fewer reasons not to fly.
Dan Compton even commented that I was no
longer using my too windy excuse. I guess I must
have grown out of it. We have had a very
successful season and all of our events are now
done and in the books. The field has held up just
fine and now we can relax and enjoy leisure flying
for the rest of the season.
We finally got the warmer weather
we were hoping to get, except "The
Man" let us have it in spades with
quite a few record breakers of over
100 degrees. We had days when
some of the pilots stayed at home
in A/C hibernation, but those of us
who had been looking for dry
warm weather took advantage of
it and had some great flying times.
It has gotten to be busy for flight
instruction.
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Dave Kozara was one of the flyers who made hay while the sun
shined. He came to the field with a FlyZone Sensei and with
my assistance over the last month was able to learn to fly and
is doing great. Dave has become a member of FVAC and has
soloed and kept practicing landings until he has become an
excellent flyer. Dave has begun to do stunts such as loops and
rolls, Immelmann maneuvers, and is trying his skills at flying
inverted. Needless to say, he has also learned to do some

www.foxvalleyaero.com

Paul did a great job with organizing and running the Festival
of Flight. Thank you to everyone that stepped up and helped.
We had several members come out and help with set up. We
were never short-handed for help during the event and on
Sunday afternoon we had enough help to tear down so nobody
had to overexert themselves. As promised, the field was back
to its normal fantastic self by Monday morning. Thank you to
everyone that helped. This shows why we set the standard for
what a club should be.
See you at the field,

Greg Bohler

Top Flite Focke-Wulf

necessary
190 Giant Scale ARF
repairs to
(TOPA0706)
stay airborne. For some, the
combination of flying and
making repairs is very exciting because you are constantly
learning something new. Dave is one of those people who likes
to learn new things, whether it is in the air or on the work
bench. I am happy to award Dave his Solo certificate.
Congratulations, Dave. Please say Hi to Dave and welcome
him when you see him at the field.

Jim DiVerde has flown in the past, but took some time off for
"Life Experiences" and now is ready to give flying another try.
I have assisted Jim to get back to flying and dust out those
cobwebs. Jim is doing great

continued on next page
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and is doing things in the air he had never done before. Jim has also
earned his Solo Certificate. Congratulations to Jim.

Buzz Janis has joined the Fox Valley Aero Club and has been flying his
Super Cub foamy. After we made some adjustments to his plane, Buzz
and I hooked up the buddy box and now Buzz has been learning to fly.
Congratulations to Buzz and when you see him, welcome him to the
club.

Mark Rafferty and Dave
Forsell have gotten the
bug to fly and have
come
out
several
evenings to receive
some instruction and
learn to fly. Mark is
flying a Super Cub
foamy and Dave is
flying the ParkZone T-28
Trojan. Both of these
guys are doing very well
and we should see them
at the field in the near
future.
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had
no
trouble
flying.
If Lauren
comes
back
for
future flights, we
may try a takeoff or
two and maybe a try
at landing.
Well
done, Lauren.

As you can see, it has
gotten busy on the
training front and
with several more
months left in the
flying season, we
may have more
pilots get soloed.

Collin Griffin has been
flying the Hangar 9 P-51
Mustang MKII PTS
trainer and has done an excellent job of flying. Collin has bought an
Extra 300 with a Saito .82 engine and has completed several flights with
it. Keep up the good work.

Collin's sister, Lauren, decided she would like to give flying a try so we
outfitted a Sig LT-40 with a buddy box and gave it a go. Four 15-minute
flights later and I think we may have another pilot for the FVAC. Lauren
had flown Collin’s flight simulator at home and it paid off, because she
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